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INDIA GETS FIRST WITNESS PROTECTION SCHEME
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Judiciary: Structure, Organisation & Functioning

The Supreme Court on Wednesday brought in place a witness protection regime in the country
noting that one of the main reasons for witnesses turning hostile is that they are not given
security by the State.

A Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and S. Abdul Nazeer said Witness Protection Scheme, 2018 will
come into effect immediately across all States.

Under it, witness protection may be as simple as providing a police escort to the witness up to
the courtroom or, in more complex cases involving an organised criminal group, taking
extraordinary measures such as offering temporary residence in a safe house, giving a new
identity, and relocation at an undisclosed place.

The top court said the scheme, which aimed to enable a witness to depose fearlessly and
truthfully, would be the law of the land till Parliament enacted suitable legislation.

Asaram Bapu case

The issue came up when the Supreme Court was hearing a public interest litigation plea seeking
protection for witnesses in rape cases involving self-styled preacher Asaram Bapu.

The Bench said witnesses feared serious consequences if they deposed against Asaram. “It is
alleged that as many as 10 witnesses have already been attacked and three witnesses have
been killed,” it noted.

There are four petitioners in the case before the top court. These include a witness, father of a
murdered witness, father of the child rape victim and a journalist who escaped a murder attempt
by goons of Asaram and his son Narayana Sai.

The apex court said that due to the lack of a scheme till now, witnesses neither had any legal
remedy nor do they get suitably treated. “The present legal system takes witnesses completely
for granted. They are summoned to court regardless of their financial and personal conditions,” it
said. The court directed all States and Union Territories to set up witness deposition complexes
in all the district courts in India within a period of one year.
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SHIELDING WITNESSES: ON PROTECTION SCHEME
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Judiciary: Structure, Organisation & Functioning

The witness protection programme is at last in place. Pending legislation by Parliament, the
Supreme Court has asked States to implement a scheme framed by the Centre to protect
witnesses in criminal trials from threat, intimidation and undue influence. Given the abysmal rate
of convictions in the country, it is inexcusable that it took so long. The need to protect witnesses
has been emphasised by Law Commission reports and court judgments for years. Witnesses
turning hostile is a major reason for most acquittals. In the current system, there is little incentive
for witnesses to turn up in court and testify against criminals. Besides threats to their lives, they
experience hostility and harassment while attending courts. The tardy judicial process seldom
takes into account the distance they have travelled or the time they have lost in attending court,
only to be told they have to return another day. As Justice A.K. Sikri points out, the condition of
witnesses in the Indian legal system is “pathetic”, as it takes them for granted. It is gratifying that
the court has played a proactive role in getting the Centre and the States to come up with a
concrete proposal. The Centre deserves credit for coming forward to suggest that its draft
witness protection scheme be introduced by judicial mandate instead of waiting for formal
legislation.

In its minutiae the scheme appears workable, but its efficacy will be confirmed only with the
passage of time. It broadly classifies witnesses in need of protection into three types based on
the threat assessment. A witness protection order will be passed by a competent authority. The
scheme is to be funded by budgetary support from State governments and donations. This is at
variance with the Law Commission’s recommendation in 2006 that the Centre and the States
share the cost equally. Basic features such as in camera trial, proximate physical protection and
anonymising of testimony and references to witnesses in the records are not difficult to
implement. The real test will be the advanced forms of identity protection: giving witnesses a
new identity, address and even ‘parentage’, with matching documents. All this needs to be done
without undermining their professional and property rights and educational qualifications. The
introduction of the scheme marks a leap forward. Until now, there have been ad hoc steps such
as those outlined for concealing the identity of witnesses in anti-terrorism and child-centric laws.
A few dedicated courtrooms for vulnerable witnesses, mostly child victims, are also functional.
However, expanding such facilities and implementing a comprehensive and credible witness
protection programme will pose logistical and financial challenges. It will be well worth the effort,
as the scheme could help strengthen India’s tottering criminal justice system.

Maharashtra’s proposal on reservation for Marathas is bound to invite judicial scrutiny
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AN INVITATION TO CORRUPTION?
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Electoral Reforms in India

Early this year the government introduced an Electoral Bond Scheme purportedly with a view to
cleansing the prevailing culture of political sponsorship. But the programme’s failings have been
so blindingly obvious, and its consequences so utterly devastating to rectitude and transparency
in government, that even O.P. Rawat, who just retired Chief Election Commissioner, thought it fit
to deliver a damning indictment of the scheme. “There are many grey areas in this because
when there is no ceiling on party expenditure and the EC (Election Commission) cannot monitor
it, how can you be sure that what is coming in is not black money as there is a secrecy of the
donor,” Mr. Rawat told The Economic Times in an interview last week. “Even foreign money can
come and even a dying company can give money now... So, prima facie it appears the scheme
cannot really deliver whatever it was intended to.”

In its present form, the scheme permits not only individuals and body corporates, but also “every
artificial juridical person,” to purchase bonds, issued by the State Bank of India, in
denominations of 1,000, 10,000, lakh, 10 lakh and 1 crore, during specified periods of the year.
Issued in the form of promissory notes, once a bond is purchased the buyer can donate it to any
political party, which can then encash it on demand.

The government claims that since these bonds are purchased through banking channels the
scheme will eliminate the infusion of black money into electoral funding. But not only is this
argument palpably false, as a simple reading of the scheme’s terms shows us, the programme
also virtually endorses corruption in political funding, as Milan Vaishnav has argued. Consider,
for example, the fact that the scheme allows for complete anonymity of the donor. Neither the
purchaser of the bond nor the political party receiving the donation is mandated to disclose the
donor’s identity. Therefore, not only will, say, the shareholders of a corporation be unaware of
the company’s contributions, but the voters too will have no idea of how, and through whom, a
political party has been funded.

Just as damaging to the most basic democratic ideals is the elimination of a slew of other
barriers that were in place to check the excesses of corporate political sponsoring. For instance,
the programme removes an existing condition that had prohibited companies from donating
anything more than 7.5% of their average net-profit over the previous three years. This now
means that even loss-making entities can make unlimited contributions. Additionally, the
requirement that a corporation ought to have been in existence for at least three years before it
could make donations — a system that was meant to stop shell concerns from being created
with a view purely to syphoning money into politics — has also been removed.

The dangers inherent in untrammelled funding of political parties, especially by corporations,
have been apparent for many years. Even as early as in 1957, in a pair of judgments
outstanding in their lucidity and prescience, the Bombay and the Calcutta High Courts warned
Parliament of the perils in allowing companies to freely add to party coffers. It’s a threat, wrote
Chief Justice M.C. Chagla, of the Bombay High Court, which is likely to “grow apace and which
may ultimately overwhelm and even throttle democracy in the country”. The court was conscious
that, given the circumscriptions of the law, it could scarcely deny, in the case before it,
permission sought by Tata Iron and Steel Co. Ltd. to amend its memorandum of association, to
allow the company to make contributions to different political interests. But this did not stop the
court from drawing Parliament’s attention to the problem.

Even H.M. Seervai, who was representing Tata, the court noted, conceded that the least the
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company could do was to disclose clearly in its yearly balance sheet the list of donations made
by it. But, to Chief Justice Chagla, such a condition was grossly insufficient. It was imperative,
he ruled, that not only the company’s shareholders, but electors too must know how a party is
being financed. For democracy, he believed, couldn’t function unless the voters had free and
complete access to information about the parties for which they were going to vote.

Only months earlier, faced with a similar petition, the Calcutta High Court had made an almost
identical appeal. “To the cynic it appears to be a plea of the company to have a legal sanction to
bribe the Government of the day, to induce policies that will help the company in its business,”
wrote Justice P.B. Mukharji. If amendments of this kind were allowed, and if joint stock
companies serve as adjuncts to political parties, he added, the “man who pays the piper will then
call the tune”.

In entreating Parliament to act, the judgments were recognising a bedrock principle of
democracy: that public action ought to be guided by transparency and fairness. Unfortunately,
however, in the years since, every effort has been made to endorse opacity in political funding.
The electoral bonds scheme, which represents the latest such assault, unless immediately
rescinded, may well irredeemably damage India’s democratic edifice.

As petitions filed in the Supreme Court point out, the scheme suffers from at least two
foundational defects. One, that it was incorporated on the back of a series of amendments made
to legislation, including the Representation of the People Act, the Income Tax Act and the
Companies Act, which were introduced in the form of a money bill. And two, that the scheme
flouts a number of fundamental rights.

Article 110 of the Constitution allows the Speaker to classify a proposed legislation as a money
bill, only when the draft law deals with all or any of the subjects enlisted in the provision. These
subjects comprise a set of seven features, including items such as the imposition of a tax, the
regulation of the borrowing of money by the government, the custody of the Consolidated Fund
of India, the appropriation of money out of the consolidated fund, and any matter incidental to
the subjects explicitly mentioned in Article 110. Hard as we might try, though, it’s impossible to
see how the provisions pertaining to the electoral bond scheme could possibly fall within any of
these categories. The Finance Act, through which these amendments were introduced, therefore
did not deal with only those matters contained in Article 110.

The scheme is equally destructive in its subversion of the fundamental rights to equality and
freedom of expression. There’s no doubt that the Constitution does not contain an explicitly
enforceable right to vote. But implicit in its guarantees of equality and free speech is a right to
knowledge and information. Our courts have nearly consistently seen “freedom of voting” as
distinct from the right to vote, as a facet of the right to freedom of expression and as an essential
condition of political equality. In the absence of complete knowledge about the identities of those
funding the various different parties, it’s difficult to conceive how a citizen can meaningfully
participate in political and public life. As Ornit Shani’s wonderful book, How India Became
Democratic, shows us, the institutionalising of equality through the principle of one person one
vote, and through the creation of the universal adult franchise, was critical to building India’s
republican structure. When the power of that vote is diluted through opacity in political funding,
democracy as a whole loses its intrinsic value.

Ultimately, therefore, to borrow from English jurist Stephen Sedley’s formulation, the electoral
bonds scheme suggests two possibilities: one, that the government doesn’t understand the
Constitution; or, two, it does, and has expressly set out to transgress it.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate practising at the Madras High Court
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MINISTRY AMENDS RULES FOR MINORITIES
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution - Features, significant provisions and Basic

Structure

The contentious Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, is pending in Parliament, but the Union
Home Ministry has notified amendments to the Citizenship Rules, 2009, to include a separate
column in the citizenship form for applicants belonging to six minority communities from
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

Under the amendments, a separate entry in the form will ask the applicant: “Do you belong to
one of the minority communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan — Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Parsis, Sikhs and Christians?” The Centre has made the changes under Section 18
of the Citizenship Act, 1955. New rules were notified on December 3.

A parliamentary committee has been examining the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, that
proposes citizenship to six persecuted minorities — Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and
Buddhists — from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, who came to India before 2014. It has
run into strong resistance in the BJP-ruled Assam because it will pave the way for giving
citizenship mostly to illegal Hindu migrants from Bangladesh in Assam, who came after March
1971, in violation of the 1985 Assam Accord.

Excluded from NRC

Around 40 lakh people in Assam have been excluded from the final draft of the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) published on July 30. Last month, the Home Ministry re-notified rules
empowering 44 Collectors in seven States, except Assam, to accept online applications from
those belonging to the six communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

These rules were first notified in 2015.

Rajendra Agarwal, BJP MP, said the amended rules would benefit those who escaped
persecution.
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‘CHALLENGE FOR THE PANEL IS WE DON’T KNOW
WHAT THE RESOURCES ARE’

Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Finance Commission

The Chairman of the Fifteenth Finance Commission, N.K. Singh, says that though the
Commission will have to take the 2011 census as the base year for population, it could use a
combination of variables to ensure that performance and efficiency on part of the States are not
penalised, while at the same time ensuring that considerations of equity are suitably addressed.
Excerpts from an interview:

Some States have argued for the use of the 1971 census to consider population. Your
view?

The Presidential notification on the Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Commission says that
wherever we have to use population we have to use 2011 as the base year. Nonetheless, there
are several things open to us.

Naturally, those States where there has been improved demographic management have argued
that the 2011 census is not rational or fair to them. And those States where population base is
large have argued that population must be [taken] as it is today.

And their needs for roads, education, health … the fact is whatever the legacy issues, these are
people as is where is now, and therefore have argued that it’s quite fair to use the later
population base.

The wording of the ToR of the 14th Finance Commission gave it some latitude and it therefore
chose to give 27% weightage to population – 17% and 10%, ie 10% for the later 2011
population and 17% for the earlier one.

This time, perhaps the wording does not allow that degree of latitude; but there is a reference in
the ToR of suitably incentivising States which have achieved better demographics management.
One can use a combination of variables to try and see that performance and efficiency is not
penalised while at the same time ensuring that considerations of equity are suitably addressed.

How important is it that political parties are aligned?

It came as a pleasant reminder, whenever we visited the States. Apart from meeting
governments, we have met representatives of all political parties across the spectrum.

And all political parties, invariably, have signed a common memorandum that invariably
articulates the viewpoint contained in the State government’s memorandum.

Political parties have come to the conclusion that this is in the interests of the State, that they
must sink their political differences and put their strength behind the point of view articulated by
the State in the memorandum submitted to the Commission.

What is the biggest challenge for the Commission?

Right now, the most important challenge for the Commission is that we don’t know what the
resources are because of several factors. First and foremost, the GST itself.
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GST does mean a case of pooled sovereignty. So a State government’s flexibility in calibrating
their excise rates to meet their targets has now been submerged in the GST.

So the manoeuvrability of States to address their revenue deficit issues through additional
revenue measures have to that extent got circumscribed, so they have to look at non-tax
revenues in being able to garner this. Second, as GST rates have been changed several times
and their structure has been changed several times, we need to wait for figures at the end of the
current fiscal year, to make projections – and don’t forget, we have to make projections for the
years 2020 to 2025 – and therefore what revenue buoyancy numbers would be reasonable and
consistent with actual performance is the key variable of how much resources we have.

The second challenge is that we are awaiting eagerly the memorandum of the central
government, which we hope will be available by this month and which would tell us what the
expectations of the central government are in terms of the obligations and responsibilities they
have for the vertical distribution formula – which is the first thing we have to decide, the split
between the Centre and the State.

Last year, in the notification issued by the Ministry of Finance, they have made Centrally
Sponsored (CS) schemes have a sunset clause that is co-terminus with the cycle of the Finance
Commission.

This is a very important change, that the open ended Schemes in a major rationalisation taken
up last year, all now have a sunset clause, unless specifically so indicated — like the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana has just been extended to 2022-23. This clause means that for the
continuation of the schemes in the next Commission cycle, they must be reviewed and some
conclusion on their continuation must be reached. We hope that when we receive the
memorandum of the central government, not only the issue of Central outlay but also on the
issue of CS schemes, there is some thought to be given which will be of some value to us.

CS schemes are a jungle, in the sense that all attempts at trying to rationalise them have only
met with partial success.

I think the PM did, in the initial stages, recognise the problem.

He set up a committee under Shivraj Singh Chauhan which suggested the rationalisation of the
CS schemes which was accepted by the council, classifying them as ‘core of the core’ and ‘the
core and the optional’. But they have umbrella schemes and under the umbrella, most of the
schemes that existed before have resurfaced.

This is a case in which small sums of money [are allocated] with huge establishment costs.

Many of them are there, and there is a great need to rationalise them. The 14th Finance
Commission had hoped that when they made 32% into 42% one of the assumptions was that
there would be a significant a rationalisation of these myriad CS schemes, many of which may
have lost contemporary relevance; unfortunately that did not happen and that is part of the
problem.

You had talked of incentivising States for acting on pollution...

We are getting some research done by The Energy Research Institute of India(TERI) and other
international organisations for developing a composite environmental index. In such an index,
the ease of not merely business, not merely life, but let’s say, ease of breathing is an interesting
thought and we are trying to see whether we can develop criteria of measuring that. Data on
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pollution levels, particularly in urban areas, is quite available and [we have to see] whether that
can be made a variable in a composite environmental index which somewhat broadens the
forest cover without penalising States that have forest cover.

We are [even] trying to see whether we can develop criteria for measuring ease of
breathing
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‘MANY COMBINATION DRUGS NOT APPROVED BY
REGULATOR’

Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Regulatory bodies

Of the 110 anti-TB (tuberculosis) Fixed Dose Combinations (FDCs) available in India, only 32
(less than 30%) have been approved by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO), the country’s drug regulator. In the case of malaria FDCs, only eight out of 20 (40%),
have been approved.

These statistics, that give rise to safety and efficacy concerns, have been brought out in a study
published online in the journal Tropical Medicine and International Health by researchers from
the Manipal College of Pharmaceutical Sciences.

An FDC or combination product is a formulation with more than one active pharmaceutical
ingredient (API) in a fixed ratio of doses formulated into a single dosage form.

Proportion, sales

Aimed at assessing the proportion and sales of unapproved FDCs of anti-tubercular, antimalarial
and antiretroviral (anti-HIV/AIDS) medicines available in India, the study analysed the available
FDCs for these diseases and screened them against the CDSCO database of approved FDCs.

Swapnil J. Dengale from the Department of Pharmaceutical Quality Assurance in the Manipal
College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, the corresponding author of the study, told The Hindu that
“an opaque regulatory framework and ambiguity over licensing powers have contributed to the
problem. The rationality of unapproved FDCs should be reviewed and irrational formulations
should be banned.”

“As of April, the CDSCO had approved 1,288 FDCs. This is disproportionately high compared
with the availability in a tightly regulated market like USFDA, which has only a few hundred
approved FDCs.”

Pointing out that even the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) list of essential medicines
mentions only 24 FDCs, Dr. Dengale said: “It is unfortunate that a majority of approved FDCs in
the Indian market are irrational and lack scientific justification. The scientific rigour of the
CDSCO in approving these FDCs has been questioned time and again in Parliamentary and
academic reports.”

The study quoted the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare, which
in its 59th report in 2012, pointed out multiple deficiencies in the CDSCO’s approval process for
FDCs. It highlighted institutional problems such as understaffing, lack of skills, and inadequate
infrastructure. “However, the most significant observation concerned the issuance of
manufacturing licenses by the State Licensing Authority without the prior clearance of the Drug
Controller General of India DCG(I), the head of CDSCO. This is the main problem,” he said.

The problem of unapproved FDCs mainly affects those who get treated in the private sector. “In
the absence of a strong pharmacovigilance mechanism in India, there is no data on adverse
events of these unapproved FDCs,” the authors added.
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ANCHORED IN HUMAN RIGHTS
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

Decades of global neglect have resulted in tuberculosis (TB) becoming the leading cause of
adult deaths in most of the global south — it kills nearly two million people a year. This is
shocking given that TB is curable and preventable. But there are signs of change as the
spotlight shines on TB; including the United Nations Declaration of September 2018 titled
“United to End Tuberculosis: An Urgent Global Response to a Global Epidemic”, where heads of
state and government have “reaffirmed their commitment to end the global TB epidemic by
2030”.

But not all attention is good. An emergent and disturbing arsenal of surveillance technologies
has caught the attention of international and domestic policy makers and threatens to detract
from an effective response to TB that is anchored in human rights and has a human touch. For
example, a plan in India is to implant microchips in people in order to track them and ensure
they complete TB treatment. There are also seemingly endless technological tweaks to the
Directly Observed Treatment, short course (DOTS) strategy, which requires patients to report
every day to a health authority, who watches them swallow their tablets. Now, governments use,
or plan to soon use, a strategy of video, tablets, phones and drones to carry the old DOTS
strategy into the technology era.

An obsession with new gadgets in disease management — in the context of a disease that could
be eliminated in a relatively inexpensive way through human-rights based interventions — is
strange. This thinking envisions a TB response that is not with and for people who have TB but
rather against suspects who must be targeted, tracked, traced and, above all, never trusted.

December 10 was World Human Rights Day, which is a reminder also that we can only beat TB
using an approach anchored in human rights. Such an approach focusses on creating health
systems that foster trust, partnership and dignity. This approach regards people with TB not as
subjects to be controlled but as people to be partnered with. It assumes that people with TB
have dignity, intelligence and empathy that motivate them to act in the best interests of
themselves and their communities when empowered to do so. We cannot beat TB through a
response rooted in control and coercion. Therefore, we suggest three interventions to which the
funding for surveillance technology should be redirected.

The first is new treatment. In contrast to the dozens of whirring and chirping surveillance gizmos
are bedaquiline and delamanid, the only new TB drugs to have come to the market in 50 years.
These drugs are far more effective against drug-resistant TB than prevailing treatments made up
of toxic drugs and painful injections that only work about half the time and often cause disability
and psychosis.

New guidelines by the World Health Organization (WHO) recommend the use of bedaquiline
and delamanid against drug-resistant TB. But to date, only about 30,000 people have received
the new drugs; compare this to the over 500,000 people who get sick with drug-resistant TB
every year.

In other words, we mount an arsenal of cutting-edge technology to corral people into taking
torturous, ineffective drugs even while we fail to use available drugs that work far better. If
adherence is the goal, providing drugs that work would be a good place to start.

International institutions, donors and countries need to focus and collaborate on the urgent
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production and distribution of affordable generics of bedaquiline and delamanid. Meanwhile, we
must escalate from all levels pressure on companies such as Johnson and Johnson and Otsuka
to drop their prices to a dollar a day for each medication so that their exorbitant prices no longer
exclude the vast majority of people from accessing the drugs.

The second is the human touch. Employ and deploy community health-care workers. Many
domestic TB policies envision community health-care workers as the backbone of the response,
yet, in practice, these front-line workers remain shockingly underused. In sufficient numbers
equipped with proper training and dignified conditions of employment they would lead the
response by bringing care to those furthest from the reach of traditional health-care systems.
Such programmes would also have the incidental, yet hugely significant, benefit of employing
millions of people. WHO should focus on recommendations around this cadre of workers and
donors should focus funding to programmes that make the most of them.

The last is accountability. The TB response can only be as good as the health-care systems
through which it is implemented, and health-care systems are only as good as the structures
that hold them to account. Community-based structures such as “clinic committees” ensure
accountability while also fostering partnership and trust between communities and their health-
care systems. Grassroots civil society and community-based organisations also ensure
accountability. Such organisations are indispensable and would thrive on comparatively small
amounts of funding. Accountability is a necessary condition for success. We must recognise that
it is owed to communities, not donors or international institutions, and fund their efforts to ensure
it.

People with TB do not need to be watched, they need to be heard. People with TB are saying
they want what anyone wants — including health and dignity. The shiny allure of surveillance
technology threatens to distract us from the real work of the TB response; work that involves
partnering with communities to employ human-rights based strategies to beat TB.

Allan Maleche is the Executive Director of the Kenya Legal & Ethical Issues Network on HIV and
AIDS (KELIN); Blessina Kumar is the CEO of the Global Coalition of TB Activists; and John
Stephens is an Associate at Georgetown Law’s O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health
Law

The government’s maternity benefit programme must be implemented better and comply with
the Food Security Act
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BECOMING A CITIZEN COULD BECOME EASIER FOR
SOME
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution – Features & Significant Provisions related

to The Preamble, Union & its Territories and The Citizenship

The winter session of Parliament may see the government push for the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill of 2016. The proposed law, which amends the original Citizenship Act of 1955,
mandates that Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan will not be treated as illegal immigrants despite having entered India
without valid documents. They will not face deportation as illegal immigrants under the Passport
(Entry into India) Act of 1920 and the Foreigners Act of 1946. Illegal immigrants from these six
communities from these countries are assured a smooth sail to citizenship over Muslims.

 

The Bill, which was introduced in Parliament on July 15, 2016, explains that many persons of
Indian origin including persons belonging to the six “minority communities” from Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Bangladesh have been unsuccessfully applying for citizenship under the
Citizenship Act of 1955 but are unable to produce proof of their Indian origin. Hence, they are
forced to apply for citizenship by naturalisation which prescribes 12 years’ residency as
qualification.

The Bill states that such a long-drawn process denies illegal immigrants from these six minority
communities of the three nations “many opportunities and advantages that may accrue only to
the citizens of India, even though they are likely to stay in India permanently”. The amendment
shortens the period of residency from 12 to seven years for gaining citizenship by naturalisation.
The Bill also empowers the government to cancel registration as OCI in case of any violation of
the Citizenship Act or any other laws. Recently, the government has made its resolve clear to go
ahead with the amendments by notifying amendments in the Citizenship Rules of 2009 to
include a separate column notifying changes in the citizenship form for applicants belonging to
six communities from these three nations.

 

Critics say the Bill violates the basic tenets of the Constitution. By distinguishing illegal
immigrants on the basis of religion, the proposed law goes against the fundamental right to
equality under Article 14. The protection of Article 14 applies equally to both citizens and
foreigners. Second, the Bill would hamper what the Assam National Register of Citizens seeks
to achieve in the State. The NRC does not distinguish on the basis of faith unlike the 2016 Bill.

 

The Bill is seen by many as an effort by the BJP to make good their 2014 election promise of
making India a safe haven for Hindus persecuted in the three foreign nations. However, the
proposed move has drawn flak from the BJP’s coalition partner, the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), which has threatened to break ties with the BJP if the Bill is passed. The AGP believes
that the Bill is a threat to the cultural and linguistic identity of the people of Assam. The Bill, if
passed as law, would be challenged in the Supreme Court on the grounds of Article 14 and as a
move to disturb the NRC process.
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the Food Security Act

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-12-14

YES, NO, IT’S COMPLICATED
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Judiciary in India: its Structure, Organisation & Functioning,

Judges of SC & High Courts, Judgements and related Issues

As a punishment, the death penalty makes no sense: how does killing a person who has killed a
person show that killing is wrong? Most of the civilised world has abolished it. India certainly
does not need it as it serves no purpose. No study has shown that the death penalty deters
murder more than life imprisonment. The evidence is all to the contrary. For deterrence to work,
the severity of the punishment has to coexist with the certainty and swiftness of the punishment.
The death penalty has not deterred terrorism, murder or even theft. For over a century, stealing
attracted the death penalty in England, where spectators at public hangings often had their
pockets picked!

The death penalty is error-ridden. Between January 1, 2000 and June 31, 2015, the Supreme
Court imposed 60 death sentences. It subsequently admitted that it had erred in 15 of them
(25%). Can this system be trusted to take a life? And that too based on evidence collected, or
fabricated, by a police force not known for its probity or efficiency?

The death penalty unfairly targets the poor and marginalised. Those without capital get the
punishment. Penurious prisoners on legal aid get it the most, while others with private lawyers
remain untouched.

The death penalty is impossible to administer fairly or rationally. The Supreme Court has
repeatedly admitted that it has arbitrarily imposed this most extreme punishment. Executions
occurred in 5.2 cases for every 1 lakh murders. Such a selection cannot but be freakish. It
depends overwhelmingly on the adjudicator’s personal beliefs. Judges opposed to it never gave
a death sentence; those in favour doled it out. Abolitionist Presidents (S. Radhakrishnan and
A.P. J. Abdul Kalam) refused to reject mercy petitions, while others, differently inclined, readily
denied clemency. Should the killing of a human being depend on the philosophy of a particular
individual?

Abolishing the death penalty will ease, not enhance, the tax-payer’s burden. The annual cost of
maintaining a prisoner is about 30,000. The hangman is paid more, and we also save on the
protracted litigation that death cases involve.

Constitutional, legal and policy issues cannot be determined by the victim’s understandable
hunger for revenge without leading to a frenzy where the death penalty is demanded, as it often
is, for wholly inappropriate cases (accidental deaths, cheating, etc.). If life imprisonment sufficed
for the 99.99% of victims’ families, why not for the minuscule fraction in whose name the death
penalty is demanded?

Punish, yes, but why in the same cold-blooded, premeditated and brutal manner as the prisoner
killed his or her victim? Punishment should not imitate crime. We do not rape rapists, or maim
and disfigure those who have done this to others. Why do we have to kill killers?

India’s murder rate has declined continuously since 1991 and is at present the lowest in our
recorded history except for 1963. Fearmongering aside, we are safer today than our parents or
grandparents ever were. And this is not thanks to the death penalty whose infrequent and
arbitrary implementation has made no real difference. It may as well have not been there.
Studies show that a more equal sex ratio has more to do with declining murder rates than killing
murderers.
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Nobody wants to undergo the trauma of administering the death penalty — not the higher courts
and not the hapless prison staff who have to see a human being die gasping at the end of a
rope. Governments kill prisoners to show that they are tough on crime. There is nothing
muscular or tough about killing a man who is at your mercy.

Yug Mohit Chaudhry is a lawyer practising in the Bombay High Court

The death penalty has been criticised for far too long without an understanding of its nuances. It
is criticised mainly on three counts: arbitrariness, irreversibility and human rights. However, the
punishment passes muster on all accounts. Its constitutionality has not only been upheld in India
but also in the bastion of liberal democracy that is the U.S. The retention of the death penalty is
not a reflection of “uncivilised” polity in theocratic states that have come to be defined by
violence but a creation of the individual geopolitical circumstances of each state.

The Law Commission of India has attempted to analyse the need for the death penalty on two
separate occasions. While the 35th Report correctly called for its retention in order to see its
impact on a new republic, the more recent 262nd Report could not recommend the punishment’s
absolute abolition despite a rather desperate attempt to do the same for the first 240 pages. The
exception to abolition came in cases of terror. Herein comes the first defence of the death
penalty: India’s neighbourhood is not peaceful, unlike Scandinavia, and it does not form a
supranational conglomerate of nations that facilitate common growth, unlike the European
Union. On the contrary, every day vested interests attempt to destabilise the very idea of our
nation from across every border it shares. It is this peculiar nature of India’s polity that must
inform any debate for abolition. As noted by the Commission itself, cases of violent terror are
constant reminders of the need to protect national stability by ensuring appropriate responses to
such actions, and the death penalty forms part of the national response.

It is in this idea that there exists a moral support for the death penalty. A punishment cannot be
judged by its impact on criminals but by its impact on those who are still innocent. Those who
defend the death penalty often do it on the basis of retributive justice. However, the retention of
the death penalty is far more fundamental than an arrogant state interest to seek revenge. On
the contrary, the punishment itself is a reflection of societal mores. It determines that there are
certain acts which the society so essentially abhors that they justify the taking of the most crucial
of rights – the right to life. For, the state acknowledges that the sacredness of life can only be
seen to be protected if those who take it away are proportionately punished. The hanging of
Ajmal Kasab and Yakub Memon strongly affirms India’s commitment to the protection of life.

The death penalty is also often criticised on its practical implementation. Some argue that it is
arbitrarily meted out and others find its irreversibility repugnant. However, both these sets of
criticisms are reflections of bad syllogism. The punishment is not arbitrary because it comes out
of a judicial process. To term the punishment as arbitrary, one has to necessarily prove the
process as flawed. However, in the cases of the death penalty, the courts have made sure that
caution is exercised in giving the punishment. They are conscious of its irreversibility and have
therefore restricted it to only rarest of rare cases that shock the conscience of society. This is
reflective in the fact that in the last 13 years, only four people have been executed.

Meenakshi Lekhi is a BJP member and a lawyer

The moral foundation of judicial killing has been questioned and it has been judged untenable in
many countries. In 2007, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution calling for a moratorium
on the administration of the death penalty by the 59 countries that still retained it. India is one of
them, even if it does not employ it as frequently as countries such as Iran, China, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, and the U.S.
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Only a few political parties have demanded the abolition of the death penalty in India, including
the Communist parties and the DMK. B.R. Ambedkar, in the Constituent Assembly debates,
opposed it on the principle of non-violence. The Congress opposed it in 1931, after Bhagat
Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were executed, but has not moved for its abolition during its
multiple terms as a ruling party.

An eye for an eye has ancient appeal. Following the gang rape of a young woman in Delhi in
December 2012, amendments were made to the Indian Penal Code adding the death penalty for
certain categories of rapes and repeat offenders. This year India introduced the death penalty
for those who rape minors. The polarised debate that surrounded Yakub Menon’s execution in
2015 was yet another reminder of the pervasive popularity of the idea.

In 1962, the Law Commission supported the death penalty stating that India’s particular
circumstances were such that it could not “experiment” with its abolition. In 1991, the Supreme
Court cited its use in defending law and order as the reason for its continuance. Its alleged
usefulness extends from being a potential deterrent to serving as a primordial need for
retribution.

That said, India has looked to the judicial administration of death with greater constitutional
scepticism. In 1980, in Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab, a Constitution Bench articulated the
“rarest of rare” threshold stating that “judges should never be bloodthirsty”. Death must only be
imposed where the alternative option is unquestionably foreclosed. The question is, under what
circumstances are the retributive and deterrent effects of a life in prison so certainly insufficient
that death is the only answer? And can such an answer be delivered without human error?

Implementation of the death penalty has also been deeply problematic. As the recent Death
Penalty India Report by the National Law University, Delhi, indicates, the structural flaws in our
criminal procedure and criminal justice system are most pronounced in death penalty cases.
Due to biases in criminal investigations, the marginalised — whether by religious and caste
denominations, or class — are disproportionately subject to the death penalty. And delays in the
criminal justice system disproportionately affect those who suffer the tyranny of the uncertainty
of their life. India also retains the death penalty as an option for non-homicide offences where
the instrumentality argument is the most attenuated. Even so, the Supreme Court upheld it, as
recently as 2015, for kidnapping with ransom.

In 2015, the Law Commission called for abolition of the death penalty for ordinary crimes, and
activists continue to argue for abolishing it altogether. Political will in India is still bound by
populism. However, the constitutionality of the death penalty will continue to be challenged and,
sooner or later, the Supreme Court will have to answer whether absence of political will is
sufficient ground to override the right to life.

Avi Singh is an advocate who is the Additional Standing Counsel for criminal cases for the
Government of the NCT of Delhi
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YEAR END REVIEW- 2018: CABINET & CCEA
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Functions & Responsibilities of the Union, the Prime Minister

and Union Council of Ministers

Cabinet

Year End Review- 2018: Cabinet & CCEA

Posted On: 14 DEC 2018 12:38PM by PIB Delhi

03 Jan 2018

 

Cabinet gives approval to the Approach to be adopted by India at the Eleventh
Ministerial Conference of the WTO held in Buenos Aires, Argentina during 10-13
December 2017

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-
post facto approval to the Note submitted by the Department of Commerce and
approved the approach to be adopted by India at the Eleventh Ministerial
Conference of the WTO held in Buenos Aires, Argentina in December 2017.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Israel on Cooperation in the Oil and Gas
Sector

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Israel on
cooperation in the Oil and Gas Sector.

The MoU is expected to provide impetus to India - Israel ties in the energy sector.
The cooperation envisaged under the agreement will facilitate promotion of
investments in each other's countries, technology transfer, R&D, conducting joint
studies, capacity building of human resources and collaboration in the area of Start-
ups.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and the USA for co-hosting the Global
Entrepreneurship Summit 2017 (GES-2017) in India

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
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between India and the USA for co-hosting the Global Entrepreneurship Summit
(GES) 2017 in India. The MoU delineated the responsibilities, areas of co-operation
including logistics and venue related requirements between the parties for smooth
conduct of the Summit.

 

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Myanmar on Land Border Crossing

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Agreement between India and Myanmar on Land Border Crossing.

The Agreement will facilitate regulation and harmonization of already existing free
movement rights for people ordinarily residing in the border areas of both countries. It
will also facilitate movement of people on the basis of valid passports and visas which
will enhance economic and social interaction between the two countries.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Belgium on Cooperation in the field of
ICT&E

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Belgium on
Cooperation in the field of Information Communication Technology and Electronics
(ICT&E). The MoU was signed during the State Visit of King Philippe of the Belgium
to India on November 7, 2017.

 

Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India and Italy on cooperation in the field of
renewable energy

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on India-Italy Cooperation in
Renewable Energy between India and Italy. The MoU was signed on 30th October,
2017 at New Delhi. The MoU was signed by Shri Anand Kumar, Secretary, Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy, Government of the Republic of India and H.E. Mr.
Lorenzo ANGELONI, Italian Ambassador to India.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and ‘Transport for London’,
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the signing and implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between Ministry of Road Transport & Highways and ‘Transport for London’, a
statutory body established under the Greater London Authority Act, 1999 (UK) to
improve Public Transport in India.

 

Cabinet approves setting up of new AIIMS in Bilaspur

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for establishment of new AIIMS in Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh) under the
Pradhan MantriSwasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY). The cost of the project is
Rs.1351 crore.

 

Cabinet approves revised Model Concession Agreement for PPP Projects in Major
Ports

           

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
amendments in the Model Concession Agreement (MCA) to make the Port Projects
more investor-friendly and make investment climate in the Port Sector more
attractive.

 

Cabinet approves Jal Marg Vikas Project for enhanced navigation on the Haldia-
Varanasi stretch of National Waterway-1

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for implementation of the Jal Marg Vikas
Project (JMVP) for capacity augmentation of navigation on National Waterway-1
(NW-1) at a cost of Rs 5369.18 crore with the technical assistance and investment
support of the World Bank. The Project is expected to be completed by March, 2023.

 

Cabinet approves extension of norms for mandatory packaging in Jute Materials
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for mandatory packaging of foodgrains and
sugar in the jute material for the Jute Year 2017-18. The decision would sustain the
core demand for the jute sector and support the livelihood of the workers and farmers
dependent on the sector. The Jute Year 2017-18 period is from 1st July 2017 to 30th
June, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves construction, operation and maintenance of 2-lane bi-directional
Zojila tunnel with parallel escape tunnel in J&K

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval to the construction, operation and
maintenance of 2-lane bi-directional Zojila Tunnel with Parallel Escape (Egress)
Tunnel excluding approaches on Srinagar-Leh section connecting NH-1A at Km
95.00 and at Km 118.00 in Jammu & Kashmir on Engineering, Procurement and
Construction (EPC) mode. The construction of this tunnel will provide all weather
connectivity between Srinagar, Kargil and Leh and will bring about all round
economic and socio-cultural integration of these regions. The project has strategic
and socio-economic importance and shall be an instrument for the development of
the economically backward districts in Jammu & Kashmir.

 

10 Jan 2018

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Canada for cooperation in the field of
Science & Technology

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Canada for cooperation in the field of
Science & Technology. The MoU will provide a mechanism and help to foster
scientific cooperation between R&D and academic institutions of India and Canada.

 

 

Cabinet approves Cadre review of Group 'A' Executive Cadre of Central Industrial
Security Force
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Cadre review of Group 'A' Executive Cadre of Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF). It provides for creation of 25 posts of various ranks from Assistant
Commandant to Additional Director General ranks to enhance the supervisory staff
in Senior Duty posts of CISF.

 

Cabinet approves implementation of CCEA decision on closure of Tungabhadra
Steel Products Limited

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
implementation of the CCEA decision on closure of Tungabhadra Steel Products
Limited (TSPL) regarding disposal of its immovable assets. It also provides for getting
the name of the company struck off from the Registrar of Companies after setting
balance liabilities of TSPL.

 

 

Cabinet approves fixed term for Chairperson and Members of the National Trust

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal to amend Section 4(1) and Section 5(1) of the National Trust for the
Welfare of Person with Autism, Cerebral Plasy, Mental Retardation and Multiple
Disabilities Act, 1999 to fix the term of the Chairperson and Members of the Board of
National Trust for three years.

 

FDI policy further liberalized in key sectors

 

100% FDI under automatic route for Single Brand Retail Trading●

100% FDI under automatic route in Construction Development●

Foreign airlines allowed to invest up to 49% under approval route in Air India●

FIIs/FPIs allowed to invest in Power Exchanges through primary market●

Definition of ‘medical devices’ amended in the FDI Policy●

 

Cabinet approves continuation of Members of Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme beyond 12th Plan
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval to continuation of Members of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) till the term of the 14th Finance
Commission i.e. 31.03.2020.

 

07 Feb 2018

 

Cabinet approves signing of India-Australia Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)
for Secondment Programme

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of Memoranda of Understanding for Secondment Programme
between the Department of Economic Affairs (Indian Economic Service Cadre) and
The Treasury, Government of Australia, for a period of three months.

 

Cabinet approves signing and ratification of protocol amending the Agreement
between India and China for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention
of Fiscal Evasion

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing and ratification of protocol amending the Agreement between
India and China for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion with respect to taxes on income.

 

Cabinet approves signing of a MoU with United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland on Cooperation in the Field of Skill Development, Vocational
Education and Training

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland on Cooperation in the Field of Skill Development,
Vocational Education and Training.
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The MoU would pave the way for closer bilateral cooperation between the two
countries in the field of vocational education and training and skill development.

Cabinet approves signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation between India and USA
on Law Enforcement Training

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between Federal Law
Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC),USA and Bureau of Police Research &
Development (BPR&D), India on Law Enforcement Training.

Cabinet approves Discovered Small Fields (DSF) Policy Bid Round-II for 60 un-
monetised discoveries of ONGC and OIL under Nomination and Relinquished
Discoveries under PSC Regime

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for extending the Discovered Small Field Policy notified on 14.10.2015 to
identified 60 discovered small fields / un-monetized discoveries for offer under the
Discovered Small Field Policy Bid Round-II. Out of these, 22 fields/ discoveries
belong to of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) Limited, 5 belong to Oil India
Limited (OIL) and 12 are relinquished fields / discoveries from the New Exploration
and Licensing Policy (NELP) Blocks. In addition, 21 fields / discoveries are
remaining from DSF Bid Round-l which were put on offer but could not be awarded
due to insufficient response from the investor.

 

Cabinet approves Ratification of the Minamata Convention on Mercury

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for ratification of Minamata Convention on Mercury and depositing the
instrument of ratification enabling India to become a Party of the Convention.

The approval entails Ratification of the Minamata Convention on Mercury along with
flexibility for continued use of mercury-based products and processes involving
mercury compound up to 2025.

 

Cabinet approves placing the new Instrument adopted by International Labour
Organization (ILO) Recommendation concerning “The Employment and Decent
Work for Peace and Resilience (No.-205)” before the Parliament
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for placing the new Instrument adopted by International Labour
Organization (ILO) Recommendation concerning “The Employment and Decent
Work for Peace and Resilience (No.-205)” before the Parliament. The International
Labour Conference of ILO at its 106th Session held in Geneva in June, 2015
adopted the Recommendation. India supported the adoption of Recommendation.

 

Cabinet approves Implementation of ‘Prime Minister Research Fellows (PMRF)’

 

The Union Cabinet today approved implementation of 'Prime Minister's Research
Fellows (PMRF)' scheme at a total cost of Rs.1650 crore for a period of seven years
beginning 2018-19.

The Prime Minister has emphasized the importance of innovation and technology for
the progress and development of the nation. This fellowship scheme is key to
realizing his vision of development through innovation. The scheme has been
announced in the Budget Speech 2018-19.

Cabinet approves Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2017 to
replace the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given Ex-
post facto approval to the modifications carried out in the replacement Bill, which
replaced the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill 2017, and which
has been passed by the Parliament as the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Act, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves proposal for Amendment to the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Act, 2006 to change the criteria of classification and to
withdraw the MSMED (Amendment) Bill, 2015 – pending in Lok Sabha

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
change in the basis of classifying Micro, Small and Medium enterprises from
‘investment in plant & machinery/equipment’ to ‘annual turnover’.

This will encourage ease of doing business, make the norms of classification growth
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oriented and align them to the new tax regime revolving around GST (Goods &
Services Tax).

 

Cabinet apprised of an MoU signed between India and Tunisia for cooperation on
Youth matters

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and
Tunisia to promote cooperation in the field of youth matters The MoU was signed on
30.10.2017 in New Delhi.

The objective of the MoU is to create international perspective among the Indian
Youth, to promote exchange of ideas, values and culture and to involve them in
promoting peace and understanding.

Cabinet approves changes in the Major Port Authorities Bill 2016

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the incorporation of the Official Amendments to the Major Port Authorities Bill 2016,
which is pending in the Parliament. The Amendments are based on the
recommendations of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee.

 

Cabinet approves rationalization of Autonomous Bodies under Department of Health
& Family Welfare

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
proposal for closure of Autonomous Bodies, namely, RashtriyaArogyaNidhi (RAN)
and JansankhyaSthirataKosh (JSK) and the functions are proposed to be vested in
Department of Health & Family Welfare (DoHFW).

 

Cabinet approves enhancement of target under Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi,  has approved to enhance of the target of Pradhan
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MantriUjjwalaYojana (PMUY) from five crore to eight crore with an additional
allocation of Rs. 4,800 crore. The decision comes in the wake of huge response
toPradhanMantriUjjwalaYojana (PMUY) from the women particularly in rural areas
and to cover such households not having LPG connection. The revised target of
Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana (PMUY) will be achieved by 2020.

 

Cabinet approves scheme for augmenting human resources for health and medical
education

 

Giving a boost to Health and Medical Education, the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its
approval for continuation and taking up additional phases of Human Resources for
Health and Medical Education schemes, at a total estimated cost of Rs.14,930.92
crore upto 2019-20.

 

Cabinet approves hike in MSP for Copra for 2018 season

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for increase in the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for Fair Average Quality (FAQ) of "Milling Copra" to Rs.7500/- per quintal for
2018 season from Rs. 6500/-per quintal in 2017. The MSP for FAQ of "Ball Copra"
has been increased to Rs.7750/- per quintal for 2018 season from Rs. 6785/- per
quintal in 2017.

 

 

20 Feb 2018

 

Cabinet approves creation of National Urban Housing Fund

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
approval for creation of National Urban Housing Fund (NUHF) for Rs.60,000 crores.
This fund will be situated in Building Materials and Technology Promotion Council
(BMTPC), an autonomous body registered under the Societies Registration Act,
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1860 under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

 

Cabinet approves India-Morocco Cooperation Agreement in Railway Sector

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval to the Cooperation Agreement betweenIndia and the
Moroccan National Railways Office (ONCF) to develop long-term cooperation and
partnership in different areas of railway sector. The Cooperation Agreement was
signedon 14th December, 2017.

 

Cabinet approves proposal for Mahanadi Water Disputes – Constitution of a Tribunal
under Inter-State River Disputes Act, 1956 – request from State of Odisha

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for adjudication of dispute on Mahanadi River Waters. The Tribunal
shall determine water sharing among basin States on the basis of the overall
availability of water in the complete Mahanadi basin, contribution of each State, the
present utilization of water resources in each State and the potential for future
development.

 

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Israel on Film Co-production

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval to an Agreement on Film Co-production between India and
Israel signed during the visit of Prime Minister of Israel Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu to
India, in the presence of both the Prime Ministers in Hyderabad House in New Delhi
on 15th January, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves setting up of bus bay near Indian Defence University Land in
Gurugram, Haryana

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
approval for de-notification of 03 marla of land overlapping with NHAI for setting up



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

of bus bay near Indian Defence University Land in Gurugram, Haryana. The Cabinet
also approved refund of Rs. 1,82,719 by Government of Haryana towards de-
notification of 03 marla of land to Ministry of Defence, which was paid to Government
of Haryana at the time of acquisition in 2011.

 

Cabinet approves New Bill to ban Unregulated Deposit Schemes and Chit Funds
(Amendment) Bill, 2018

 

In a major policy initiative to protect the savings of the investors, the Union Cabinet
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval to introduce
the following bills in the Parliament:-

 

(a) Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018 in parliament &

(b) Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill, 2018

 

Cabinet approves Six Laning of Nidagatta - Mysuru Section of NH-275 in Karnataka

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for six-laning of Nidagatta - Mysuru Section of
NH-275 from km 74.200 to km 135.304 on Hybrid Annuity Mode in Karnataka.

The development of six-laning of about 61 km is estimated to cost approximately
Rs.2919.81 crore including the cost of land acquisition and pre-construction activities.
The civil construction cost is approximately Rs.2028.93 crore.

 

Bhatni-Aurnihar Line Doubling with Electrification

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved 116.95 Km long Bhatni-Aurnihar line doubling with
electrification at a completion cost of Rs. 1300.9 crore and is likely to be completed
by 2021-22. The project will cover the districts of Deoria, Ballia, Mau and Ghazipur in
Uttar Pradesh.

Aurnihar is junction station of Varanasi division having connectivity towards four sides
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namely Aurnihar-Chhapra, Aurnihar-Bhatni, Aurnihar-Jaunpur and Aurnihar-Varanasi.
Present line capacity utilization of the section is 118% leading to congestion and
slower train movement. The doubling project will ensure higher speed, reduce train
delays, enhance safety by allowing more time for track/block maintenance, and
provide additional capacity for future increase in traffic.

 

 

Cabinet approves Silkyara Bend-Barkot Tunnel in Uttarkhand as part of
‘ChardhamMahamargPariyojana’

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval to the construction of 4.531 km long 2-Lane Bi-
Directional Silkyara Bend - Barkot Tunnel with escape passage including approaches
on Dharasu -Yamunotri section between Chainage 25.400 Km. and Chainage 51.000
Km in Uttarakhand.

 

Jhansi-Manikpur and Bhimsen-Khairar lines Doubling with Electrification

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has approved 425 Km long Jhansi-Manikpur and Bhimsen-Khairar
lines doubling and electrification projects at a completion cost of Rs. 4955.72 crore.
These are likely to be completed by 2022-23. The projects will cover the districts of
Jhansi, Mahoba, Banda, ChitrakutDham in Uttar Pradesh and Chhatarpur in Madhya
Pradesh.

The present line capacity utilization of Jhansi-Khairar, Khairar-Manikpur and Khairar-
Bhimsen is 126%, 160% and 107% respectively, which leads to congestion and slow
movement of trains.

 

 

Jeypore-Malkangiri New Line Project

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved 130 Km long Jeypore-Malkangiri New Line project at a
completion cost of Rs. 2676.11 crore and is likely to be completed by 2021-22. The
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project will cover the districts of Koraput and Malkangiri of Odisha State.

Malkangiri and Koraput districts are among the identified left wing extremism (LWE)
affected districts in the country. These areas are also amongst the 115 aspirational
districts. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given a clarion call to develop these
districts to help achieve the vision of New India by 2022.

 

 

Muzaffarpur-Sagauli&Sagauli-Valmiki Nagar lines Doubling with Electrification

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the 100.6 Km long Muzaffarpur-Sagauli& 109.7 Km
Sagauli-Valmiki Nagar lines Doubling projects with electrification at completion costs
of Rs. 1347.61 crore, Rs. 1381.49 crore respectively. These projects will cover the
districts of Muzaffarpur, East Champaran (Motihari) and West Champaran (Bettiah) in
Bihar.

 

Cabinet approves methodology for auction of coal mines / blocks for sale of coal
under the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 and the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the methodology for auction of coal mines / blocks for
sale of coal under the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 and the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957. The opening up of commercial
coal mining for private sector is the most ambitious coal sector reform since the
nationalisation of this sector in 1973.

 

28 Feb 2018

 

Cabinet apprised of an MoU between India and Fiji on Cooperation in Renewable
Energy

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
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of aMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in Renewable Energy
between India and Fiji. The MoU was signed on 24th May, 201 7at Suva, Fiji.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Macedonia on cooperation in the field of
Health

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Macedonia on
cooperation in the field of Health.

 

Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and Jordan on Cooperation in
Health Sector

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India
and Jordan on cooperation in the field of Health & Medical Science.

 

Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and Jordan on Cooperation in the
Field of Manpower

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India
and Jordan on Cooperation in the Field of Manpower.

 

Cabinet approves Action Plan for Champion Sectors in Services

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal of the Department of Commerce to give focused attention to 12 identified
Champion Services Sectors for promoting their development, and realizing their
potential. These include Information Technology & Information Technology enabled
Services (IT &ITeS), Tourism and Hospitality Services, Medical Value Travel,
Transport and Logistics Services, Accounting and Finance Services, Audio Visual
Services, Legal Services, Communication Services, Construction and Related
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Engineering Services, Environmental Services, Financial Services and Education
Services.

 

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Jordan on Cooperation and Mutual
Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing and ratifying an Agreement between India and Jordan on Cooperation and
Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters.

 

Cabinet approves Amendments to Housing and Telephone Facilities Rules,
Constituency Allowance Rules andOffice Expense Allowance Rules for MPs.

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
Amendment to (i) The Housing and Telephone Facilities (Members of Parliament)
Rules, 1956 (ii) The Members of Parliament (Constituency Allowance) Rules, 1986,
(iii) The Members of Parliament (Office Expense Allowance) Rules, 1988. The
details are:

 

Cabinet approves the Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 for
introduction in the Parliament

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Jordan for mining and beneficiation of
Rock Phosphate & MOP and setting upproduction facility in Jordan for Phosphoric
Acid/DAP/NPKFertilizers

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Jordan for
mining and beneficiation of Rock Phosphate & MOP and setting up production facility
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in Jordan for Phosphoric Acid/DAP/NPK Fertilizerswith a long term agreement for
100% off-take to India.

The MoU would ensure consistent supply of raw material, intermediaries and finish
P&K fertilizers to cater to the needs of the country at a reasonable price.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Vietnam on Economic and Trade
Cooperation

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
thesigning of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Vietnam on
Economic and Trade Cooperation.

The MoU would expand more bilateral trade and economic cooperation between
India and Vietnam.

 

Cabinet approves doubling of Government guarantee from Rs 9,500 crore to
Rs.19,000 crore for procurements of pulses and oilseeds at MSP under Price
Support Scheme by NAFED

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has approved the regularization and extension of Govt. Guarantee
provided to lender Bank for providing credit limit to National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) Rs.19,000 crore from earlier Rs.9,500 crore
for undertaking procurement operation of pulses and oilseeds under Price Support
Scheme (PSS) and to Small Farmers Agri-Business Consortium (SFAC) for Rs. 45
crore for meeting their existing liability and settlement of extant claims. These
Government Guarantees are provided for a period of five years i.e. till 2021-22 by
Govt. of India and with waiver of 1% Government Guarantee fee.

 

Cabinet approves continuation of Prime Minister's Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP) beyond 12th Plan for three years from 2017-18 to 2019-20

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the continuation of Prime Minister's Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP) beyond 12th Plan for three years from 2017-18 to
2019-20 with a total outlay of Rs.5,500 crore.
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Scheme will create sustainable estimated employment opportunities for 15 lakh
persons in three financial years.

 

 01 Mar 2018

 

Cabinet approves Establishment of National Financial Reporting Authority

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for establishment of National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) and
creation of one post of Chairperson, three posts of full-time Members and one post of
Secretary for NFRA.

The decision aims at establishment of NFRA as an independent regulator for the
auditing profession which is one of the key changes brought in by the Companies Act,
2013. The inclusion of the provision in the Act was on the specific recommendations
of the Standing Committee on Finance (in its 21st report).

Cabinet approves Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 2018

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the
proposal of the Ministry of Finance to introduce the Fugitive Economic Offenders
Bill, 2018 in Parliament. The Bill would help in laying down measures to deter
economic offenders from evading the process of Indian law by remaining outside the
jurisdiction of Indian courts.

The cases where the total value involved in such offences is Rs.100 crore or
more, will come under the purview of this Bill.

 

07 Mar 2018

 

Cabinet approves signing of Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement between
India and France

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement between India and France.
The Agreement is expected to be signed during the forthcoming State visit of the
French President to India.
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Cabinet approves signing of an Agreement between India and France to facilitate
"Mutual Recognition of Academic Qualifications"

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of an Agreement between India and France to facilitate Mutual
Recognition of educationalqualifications and periods of study undertaken by students
in duly approved, recognized and/or accredited educational Institutions within the
two countries.The Agreement is expected to be signed during the forthcoming State
visit of the French President to India.

 

Cabinet approves an agreement between India and France to prevent illicit
consumption and reduction of illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic
Substances and Chemical Precursors and related offences

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved an
Agreement between India and France on the Prevention of the Illicit Consumption
and Reduction of Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and
Chemical Precursors, and related offences.

 

Cabinet approves continuation of SwatantraSainik

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
continuation of SwatantraSainikSammanYojana (SSSY) during 2017-2020 beyond
the 12th Five Year Plan whichended on 31/03/2017.

The approval provides for a monthly Samman Pension to freedom fighters, as a token
of respect for their contribution in the national freedom struggle and on their demise,
to their eligible dependents viz. spouses and thereafter, unmarried and unemployed
daughters and dependent parents, as per prescribed eligibility norms and procedure.

 

Cabinet approves the proposals for promulgation of the Daman and Diu
Municipalities (Amendment) Regulation, 2018;
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for promulgation of:

The Daman and Diu Municipalities (Amendment) Regulation, 2018;i.

The Dadra and Nagar Haveli Municipal Council (Amendment) Regulation, 2018;
and

ii.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Municipal) Amendment Regulation 2018iii.

Cabinet approves two percent Dearness Allowance to Central Government
employees

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval to release an additional instalment of Dearness Allowance (DA) to Central
Government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) to pensionersw.e.f. 01.01.2018
representing an increase of 2% over the existing rate of 5% of the Basic
Pay/Pension, to compensate for price rise.

 

Cabinet approves Recommendations of Inter-Ministerial Group on Stressed Assets
in Telecom Sector

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved two
key measures in telecom sector to facilitate investments, consolidation in the sector
and enhancing ease of doing business. These include restructuring the deferred
payment liabilities of spectrum auction of telecom service providers and revising the
limit of the cap for spectrum holding for telecom service providers.

 

Cabinet approves the Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and Commercial
Division of High Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2018

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate Division of High
Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2018 for introduction in the Parliament.

 

Cabinet approves the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2018

`
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2018 for introduction in the
Parliament. It is a part of the efforts of the Government to encourage institutional
arbitration for settlement of disputes and make India a centre of robust Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism.

 

Cabinet approves a Memorandum of Cooperation between India and France in the
field of environment

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation between India and France in the field of
environment

The Memorandum of Cooperation will enable establishment and promotion of closer
and long-term cooperation between the countries in the field of environment
protection and management of natural resources on the basis of equity, reciprocity
and mutual benefits, taking into account the applicable laws and legal provisions in
each country.

Cabinet approves MoU between UPSC and Public Service Commission of Mauritius

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) and Public Service Commission of Mauritius.

 

Cabinet approves an MoU between India and Hellenic on Renewable Energy
Cooperation

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in the field of
Renewable Energy between India and Hellenic. The MoU was signed by the
External Affairs Minister, Smt. SushmaSwaraj, Government of India and H.E. Nikos
Kotzias, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic Republic during the latter's visit to
New Delhi in November, 2017.

 

Cabinet approves promotion of agricultural mechanisation for in-situ management of
crop residue in the states of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of Delhi
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for promotion of Agricultural Mechanization
for in-situ Management of Crop Residue in the States of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh and NCT of Delhi.

 

The total outgo from the Central funds would be Rs. 1151.80 crore (Rs. 591.65 crore
in 2018-19 and Rs. 560.15 crore in 2019-20).

 

 

14 Mar 2018

 

Cabinet approves the MoU on Cooperation between India and Iran in the field of
Traditional Systems of Medicine

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between India and Iran in the field of
Traditional Systems of Medicine.

 

Cabinet approves Agreement for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention
of Fiscal Evasion between India and Iran

 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved an
Agreement for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion with respect to taxes on income between India and Iran.

 

Cabinet apprised of an MoU signed between India and Sri Lanka for promoting
cooperation in the field of Information Technology and Electronics

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Sri Lanka
for promoting cooperation in the field of Information Technology and Electronics. The
MoU was signed on 15th January, 2018 during the visit of Minister of Law & Justice
and Electronics & Information Technology, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad to Sri Lanka.
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Cabinet approves MoU between India and Iran for cooperation in the field of
agriculture and allied sectors

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post-facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Iran for cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied sectors. The MoU was signed
on 17th February, 2018 during the visit of the President of Iran to India.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Iran on cooperation in the field of Health
and Medicine

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post-facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Iran on cooperation in the field of Health and Medicine. The MoU was signed on 17th

February, 2018 during the visit of the President of Iran to India.

 

Cabinet approves continuation of ongoing urea subsidy scheme beyond 12th Five
Year Plan

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal of Department of Fertilizers to continue
Urea Subsidy Scheme upto 2019-20 at a total estimated cost of Rs. 1,64,935 crore
and for disbursement of fertilizer subsidy. This decision implies that there will be no
increase in price of urea, till 2020.

 

21 Mar 2018

 

Cabinet approves Inclusion of the communities 'Parivara and Talawara' as synonym
of "Nayaka' in the list of STs in Karnataka

 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has, in principle,
approved the inclusion of the communities, namely, 'Parivara and Talawara' as
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synonym of "Nayaka' at SI. No. 38 in the list of STs of Karnataka.

 

Cabinet approves Opening of Missions in Africa to implement commitments of India-
Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-III)

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approvedthe opening of 18 new Indian Missions in Africa over a four year period
from 2018-2021.

 

Cabinet approves North-East Industrial Development Scheme (NEIDS) 2017

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the North East Industrial Development Scheme (NEIDS), 2017 with financial outlay
of Rs.3000 crores upto March, 2020. Government will provide necessary allocations
for remaining period of scheme after assessment before March 2020. NEIDS is a
combination of the incentives covered under the earlier two schemes with a much
larger outlay.

 

Boost to Health Infrastructure

 

In a major boost to health infrastructure the Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the continuation of the National Health
Mission – with effect from 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2020 with a budgetary
support of Rs. 85,217 crore as Central Share over this period.

 

 

Cabinet approves Ayushman Bharat – National Health Protection Mission

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today has
approved the launch of a new Centrally Sponsored Ayushman Bharat -National
Health Protection Mission (AB-NHPM) having central sector component under
Ayushman Bharat Mission anchored in the MoHFW. The scheme has the benefit
cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family per year. The target beneficiaries of the proposed
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scheme will be more than 10 crore families belonging to poor and vulnerable
population based on SECC database. AB-NHPM will subsume the on-going centrally
sponsored schemes -RashtriyaSwasthyaBimaYojana (RSBY) and the Senior Citizen
Health Insurance Scheme (SCHIS)

 

 

Cabinet approves revision of the Agreement between India and Qatar for the
avoidance of double taxationand for the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to
taxes on income

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for revision of the Agreement betweenIndia and Qatar for the avoidance of
double taxation and for the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on
income.

 

Cabinet apprised of an MoU between India and Guyana on cooperation in
Renewable Energy

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in Renewable Energy
between India and Guyana. The MoU was signed on 30th January, 2018 in New
Delhi by Shri R. K. Singh, Minister of State (IC) for Power and New and Renewable
Energy (NRE) and H.E. Mr. Carl B. Greenidge, 2ndVice President and the Foreign
Minister of the Co-operative, Guyana.

 

Cabinet approves closure of India Development Foundation of Overseas Indians

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for closure of India Development Foundation of Overseas Indians (IDF-
OI)to enhance synergies in channelizing Diaspora's contributions to Government of
India's flagship programmes such as National Mission for clean Ganga and Swachh
Bharat Mission.
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Cabinet approves the extension of the term of the Commission constituted to
examine the issue of Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes in the Central
List upto20th June, 2018

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
second and final extension of the term of the Commission constituted to examine the
issue of Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes in the Central List, beyond
27th March 2018 for a period of twelve weeks i.e. upto 20th June, 2018.

 

 

Cabinet approves formation of 100% owned C Corporation of Telecommunications
Consultants India Ltd. (TCIL) in USA

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval forformation of 100% owned C Corporation of Telecommunications
Consultants India Ltd.(TCIL) in USA as per the details given below:

Formation of C Corporation of Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd. (TCIL)
in the state of Texas, USA with authorization for registering in other states of USA
for doing business subsequently.

i.

 

TCIL's Equity Investment of 100% in the C Corporation amounting to USD 5
Million (equivalent to INR 33.84 crores taking the exchange rate as Rs. 67.68)in
a phased manner.

ii.

 

TCIL's submission of Counter Guarantees amounting to USD 5 Million to
Lenders of Loans/ Facilities / Vendors and also client for Bid bonds / Advance/
Performance Guarantees etc. required in connection with the execution of
Projects in USA.

iii.

Cabinet approves moving official amendments in the "Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill,
2016"

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval formovingofficial amendments in the "Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016".
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Cabinet allows M/s ITI Limited to bring a Further Public Offer for fresh equity
shares to achieve 25% Minimum Public Shareholding requirement of Securities
and Exchange Board of India, raise working capital for new projects and to
reduce its debt obligations

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval forthe following proposal of Department of
Telecommunication to allow M/s ITI Limited to:

 

Offer 18 crore fresh equity shares to General Public through a prospectus based
Further Public Offer (FPO) in the domestic market as per SEBI Rules and
Regulations to raise working capital for new projects, reduce its debt obligations and
to meet SEBI’s requirement of minimum 25 % public shareholding.

Keep a reservation of up to 5% of the offer over and above the fresh shares being
offered in FPO for allotment to employees of ITI in accordance with DPE guidelines
and ICDR Regulation 42.

Offer discount of up to five per cent to retail investors as well as employees in
accordance with ICDR Regulation 29.

Select and appoint Advisor(s) to advise the Company and assist in the proposed
transactions

Appoint Merchant Bankers for Book building process and follow the procedures as
per SEBI rules and Regulations in consultation with Merchant Bankers.

 

Cabinet approves Revision of Energy Norms under New Urea Policy

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has accorded the following approval to the proposal of Department
of Fertilizers:

 

The Target Energy Norms under New Urea Policy-2015(NUP-2015) for 11 urea
units to be implemented w.e.f. 1st April, 2018.

a.

The extension of present energy norms with token penalties, under the New
Urea Policy-2015 for a further period of two years for 14 urea manufacturing
units which failed to achieve the Target Energy Norms.

b.
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Three Naphtha based urea units are also allowed the existing energy norms for
another two years/till gas pipeline connectivity.

c.

The target energy norms as per NUP-2015 will be continued for 5 years w.e.f.
1st April, 2020.

d.

 

 

Cabinet  approves cont inuat ion of  Centra l ly  Sponsored Scheme of
RashtriyaUchchatarShikshaAbhiyan (RUSA) - National Higher Education Mission

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for continuation ofCentrally Sponsored
Scheme of RashtriyaUchchatarShikshaAbhiyan (RUSA) from 1.04.2017 to
31.03.2020.

 

Cabinet approves Central Sector "Integrated Scheme for Development of Silk
Industry" for sericulture sector

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for Central Sector Scheme "Integrated
Scheme for Development of Silk Industry" for the next three years from 2017-18 to
2019-20.

 

28 Mar 2018

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Zambia in the field of Judicial
Cooperation

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Zambia in
the field of Judicial Cooperation.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and United Kingdom and Northern
Ireland regarding cooperation and the Exchange of Information for the
Purposes of Combating International Criminality and Tackling Serious
Organised Crimes
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and United
Kingdom and Northern Ireland regarding cooperation and Exchange of Information
for the Purposes of Combating International Criminality and Tackling Serious
Organised Crime.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and South Asia Cooperative Environment
Programme for Co-operation on the response to Oil and Chemical Pollution in the
South Asian Seas Region

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and South Asian
Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP) for cooperation on the response to
Oil and Chemical Pollution in the South Asian Seas Region.

 

Cabinet approves re-structuring of National Skill Development Fund (NSDF) and
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) to strengthen governance,
implementation and monitoring framework

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for restructuring of National Skill Development Fund (NSDF) and National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) to strengthen governance, implementation
and monitoring framework.

 

Cabinet approvesMoU between India and Canada on IPRs

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India India and
Canada. The MoU was signed on 23rd February, 2018 to establish bilateral
cooperation activities in the field of Intellectual Property (IP). MoU is intended to
promote innovation, creativity and economic growth in both countries.

 

 

Cabinet approves certain official amendments to the National Medical Commission
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(NMC) Bill

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
certain official amendments to the National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill.

 

 

Boost for development projects in North-East

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
following schemes of M/o DONER for continuation till March, 2020:

Under the Schemes of NEC - Special Development Projects, with the existing
funding pattern (90:10 basis) for ongoing projects and on 100% Central funding
for new projects;

●

For other projects funded by NEC - both Revenue and Capital - as 100% Central
funding basis, to continue with existing pattern;

●

Extension of 100% centrally funded North Eastern Road Sector Development
Scheme (NERSDS);

●

Transfer to NEC for implementation, the Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources
(NLCPR-C);

●

Proposal to ensure optimization of resources through convergence of efforts of
various Ministries/Departments.

●

Cabinet approves continuation of the Credit Guarantee Fund for Education Loans
Scheme and continuation and modification of Central Sector Interest Subsidy
Scheme

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs under the Chairmanship of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its approval for continuation of Credit
Guarantee Fund for Education Loans Scheme and continuation and modification of
Central Sector Interest Subsidy Scheme with a financial outlay of Rs. 6,600 crore for
period from 2017-18 to 2019-20. This will provide education loans to 10 lakh students
during this period.

 

Cabinet approves Export of all edible oils in bulk (except mustard oil)

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
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Narendra Modi has approved the proposal of Ministry of Commerce & Industry for
removal of prohibition on export of all varieties of edible oils except mustard oil.
Mustard oil will continue to be exported only in consumer packs upto 5 Kgs and with a
minimum export price of US $ 900 per tonne.

 

Cabinet approves formulation of a new Integrated Scheme for School Education
from 1st April, 2018 to 31st March, 2020

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal of Department of School Education and
Literacy to formulate a Integrated Scheme on School Education by subsuming
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA), RashtriyaMadhyamikShikshaAbhiyan (RMSA) and
Teacher Education (TE) from 1st April, 2018 to 31st March, 2020. An estimated
allocation of Rs 75,000 crore over the period has been approved which is a 20%
increase over the current allocations.

 

C a b i n e t  a p p r o v e s  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o f  P r a d h a n
MantriRojgarProtsahanYojana

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for enhancing the scope of Pradhan
MantriRojgarProtsahanYojana (PMRPY). The Government of India will now
contribute the Employer's full admissible contribution for the first three years from the
date of registration of the new employee for all the sectors including existing
beneficiaries for their remaining period of three years.

 

Cabinet approves cont inuat ion,  strengthening and establ ishment of
KrishiVigyanKendras till 2019-20

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal of the Department of Agricultural
Research and Education for continuation / strengthening, upto 2019-20, of 669
KrishiVigyanKendras(KVKs) established till 31.03.2017, 11 Agricultural Technology
Application Research Institutes (ATARIs), support to the Directorates of Extension
Education (DEEs) of Agricultural Universities (AUs) and all special programmes
associated with the Scheme and establishment of 76 spill over KVKs as already
approved in the 12thPlan.
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Cabinet approves continuation of Nutrient Based Subsidy and City Compost Scheme
till 2019-20

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal of the Department of Fertilizers for
continuation of Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS)and City Compost Scheme beyond 12th
Five Year plan till 2019-20. The total expenditure for continuation of both the
schemes till 2019-20 will be Rs. 61,972 crore.

 

Cabinet approves fixation of Nutrient Based Subsidy rates for Phosphatic and
Potassic (P&K) fertilizers for the year 2018-19

 

Government is making available fertilizers, namely Urea and 21 grades of P&K
fertilizers to farmers at subsidized prices through fertilizer manufacturers/importers.
The subsidy on P&K fertilizers is being governed by NBS Scheme w.e.f 01.04.2010.
In accordance to its farmer friendly approach, the Government is committed to
ensure the availability of P&K fertilizers to the farmers on affordable price. The
Government has increased the subsidy expenditure by Rs. 1913.07 crore in
comparison to Financial Year 2017-18 to save the farmers from the impact of
increase in international prices of P&K fertilizers.

 

04 April 2018

 

Cabinet approvesa Cooperation Arrangement between India and Afghanistan for
cooperation in the field of food safety and related areas

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Cooperation Arrangement between Food Safety & Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoH&FW) and Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation & Livestock (MAIL), Afghanistan for cooperation in the field of
Food Safety and related areas.

 

Cabinet approvesMoU between India and Iran on the establishment of an expert
group on trade remedy measures
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex
post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Iran on the establishment of an expert group on trade remedy measures to promote
cooperation in areas of mutual interest. The MoU was signed on 17thFebruary, 2018
during the visit of the President of Iran.

 

Cabinet approves closure of loss making Burn Standard Company Limited - a
Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE)

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
closure of Burn Standard Company Ltd (BSCL) - a Central Public Sector Enterprise
(CPSE) under Ministry of Railways. This decision has been taken in view of the
continuous poor physical and financial performance of the company for more than 10
years despite financial assistance and other support provided by government, and
low probability of its revival in the future. This measure will save public funds, which
are currently being used for loss making BSCL, and can be used for other
developmental work.

 

Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and Canada to foster cross-border
partnerships focused on research excellence and industry-academic collaboration

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of theMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Canada. The
MoU was signed on 21st February, 2018 in New Delhi.

The MoU aims at fostering cross-border partnerships focused on research excellence
and industry-academic collaboration between India and Canada that brings robust
innovation gains to both countries.

 

Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and United Arab Emirates on Technical
Cooperation in Rail Sector

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of theMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed with the Federal Transport
Authority - Land & Maritime of the United Arab Emirates on Technical Cooperation in
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Rail Sector. The MoU was signed on 10th February, 2018.

 

 

Cabinet approves demerger and transfer of surplus land from TCL to HPIL

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
transfer of administrative control of Hemisphere Properties India Ltd. (HPIL), PSU
from the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) to the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) after infusion of equity amounting to Rs. 700 crore and Rs.
51 cr. secured GOI Loan into the Company and implementation of scheme of
arrangement for de-merger of surplus land.

 

Cabinet approves rightsizing the Competition Commission of India

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for rightsizing the Competition Commission of India (CCI) from One
Chairperson and Six Members (totalling seven) to One Chairperson and Three
Members (totalling four) by not filling the existing vacancies of two Members and one
more additional vacancy, which is expected in September, 2018 when one of the
present incumbents will complete his term.

 

 

Cabinet approves the Protection of Human Rights (Amendments) Bill, 2018

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval to the Protection of Human Rights (Amendments) Bill, 2018 for better
protection and promotion of human rights in the country.

 

Cabinet approves revised cost estimates of the scheme of updation of National
Register of Citizens, 1951 in Assam

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
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Narendra Modi has approved the Revised Cost Estimates (RCE) of the scheme of
Updation of National Register of Citizens (NRC), 1951 in Assam at a cost of Rs.
1220.93 crore upto 31.12.2018.

 

The scheme of NRC, 1951 is specific to state of Assam covering about 3.29 crore
applicants.

 

11 Apr 2018

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland
on the return of Illegal Migrants

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval to the MoU between India and the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland on
the return of Illegal Migrants.

 

Cabinet approves revision of pay and allowances of Lieutenant Governors of Union
Territories

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for revision of pay and allowances of Lieutenant Governors of Union
Territories. It will bring the pay and allowances of LGs at par with that of the
Secretary to the Government of India.

 

Cabinet approves Headquarters (Host country) Agreement between India and the
International Solar Alliance

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for entering into Headquarters (Host country) Agreement
between India and the International Solar Alliance (ISA) and authorizing the Ministry
of External Affairs for signing the Headquarter Agreement. The Agreement was
signed on 26th March, 2018.
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Boost to Ease of Doing Business in Petroleum & Natural Gas Sector

 

Cabinet approves Delegation of Powers to Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
and Minister of Finance to approve the award of the Blocks/Contract Areas to
successful bidders under HELP/OALP after International Competitive Bidding (ICB)

 

Cabinet approves Exploration and Exploitation of Coal Bed Methane (CBM) from
areas under Coal Mining Lease allotted to Coal India Limited (CIL) and its
Subsidiaries

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi today gave its approval for issuing a notification amending clause
3(xiii) of the notification dated 03.11.2015 issued by the Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural gas under Section 12 of the Oil Fields (Regulation and Development) Act,
1948 (ORD Act, 1948).

 

Due to this amendment relaxation is granted under the Petroleum & Natural Gas
Rules 1959 (PNG Rules, 1959), to Coal India Limited (CIL) and its subsidiaries for
not applying for grant of license/lease under the PNG Rules, 1959 for extraction of
Coal Bed Methane (CBM) under their Coal Bearing Areas.

 

25 Apr 2018

 

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and Sao Tome and
Principe for Cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine and
Homoeopathy

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Sao Tome and Principe for Cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of
Medicine and Homoeopathy. The MoU was signed in March, 2018.
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Cabinet apprised of the Memorandum of Agreement between India and World
Health Organisation represented by its Regional Office for South-East Asia acting
through its Country Office in India

 

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of the Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) between India and World Health
Organisation represented by its Regional Office for South-East Asia acting through
its Country Office in India. The MoU was signed on 13th March, 2018 at New Delhi.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Sao Tome and Principe on cooperation in
the field of Medicinal Plants

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Sao Tome and Principe on cooperation in the field of Medicinal Plants. The MoU
was signed on 14.03.2018.

 

Cabinet approves MoU on cooperation in the field of regulation of medical products
for human use amongst the medicine regulatory agencies of the BRICS countries

 

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in
the field of regulation of medical products for human use amongst the medicine
regulatory agencies of the BRICS countries.

 

The MoU would facilitate better understanding about the regulatory aspects between
the parties and could help in increasing India’s export of medical products to BRICS
countries.

 

 

Cabinet approves Long Term Agreements for supply of iron ore to Japan and South
Korea through MMTC Limited

 

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
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renewal of Long Term Agreements (LTAs) for supply of iron ore (lumps and fines) of
grade +64% Fe content to Japanese Steel Mills (JSMs) and POSCO, South Korea
for another three years (i.e. 1.4.2018 upto 31.3.2021) through MMTC Limited.

 

Cabinet approves declaration of Scheduled Areas in respect of Rajasthan under
Fifth Schedule to the Constitution of India

 

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
approval to the declaration of Scheduled Areas in respect of Rajasthan under Fifth
Schedule to the Constitution of India by rescinding the Constitution Order (C.O.)114
dated 12th February 1981 and promulgation of a new Constitution Order.

 

Cabinet approves Minimum Support Prices for Raw Jute for 2018-19 season

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its approval for the increase in the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for Raw Jute for 2018-19 season.

 

The Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Fair Average Quality (FAQ) of Raw Jute has
been increased to Rs.3700/- per quintal for 2018-19 season from Rs. 3500/- per
quintal in 2017-18 season.

 

 

Cabinet approves restructured National Bamboo Mission

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi today has approvedCentrally Sponsored Scheme of National
Bamboo Mission (NBM) under National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)
during remaining period of Fourteenth Finance Commission (2018-19 & 2019-20).
The Mission would ensure holistic development of the bamboo sector by addressing
complete value chain and establishing effective linkage of producers (farmers) with
industry.
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02 May 2018

 

Cabinet approves Doubling of Investment Limit for Senior Citizens from Rs. 7.5 lakh
to Rs.15 lakh under Pradhan MantriVayaVandanYojana (PMVVY)

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
given its approval for extending the investment limit from Rs 7.5 lakhs to Rs 15 lakhs
as well as extension of time limits for subscription from 4thMay 2018 to 31stMarch,
2020 under the Pradhan MantriVayaVandanYojana (PMVVY) as part of
Government's commitment for financial inclusion and social security.

 

Cabinet approves Mutual Recognition Agreement between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India and the South African Institute of Chartered Accountants

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has has approved
the Mutual Recognition Agreement between the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) and The South African Institute of Chartered Accountants (SAICA).

 

Cabinet approves Restructuring of the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) – creation,
abolition & upgradation of posts of Joint Secretary-level and above

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the Restructuring of the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) by upgradation,
creation and abolition of certain posts of Joint Secretary-level and above. The total
cadre strength of Indian Bureau of Mines has been maintained at the existing
strength of 1477.

 

Cabinet approves Cadre review and formation of Group ‘A’service of the technical
cadre of Petroleum & Safety Organization (PESO) in the name of Indian Petroleum
& Explosives Safety Service (IPESS)

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the Cadre review and formation of Group ‘A’ service of the technical cadre
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of Petroleum & Safety Organization (PESO) in the name of Indian Petroleum &
Explosives Safety Service (IPESS).The measure will enhance the capacity and
efficiency of the organization and it will also enhance career progression of its Group
‘A’ officers.

 

 

Cabinet approves construction and operationalisation of 100 bedded General
Hospital at Najafgarh, New Delhi

 

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for construction and operationalisation of 100 bedded General Hospital at
Rural Health Training Centre (RHTC), Najafgarh, New Delhi at an estimated cost of
about Rs. 95 Crore.

 

The Project envisages setting up of the 100 bedded hospital in Najafgarh in two
years to cater to the local population of 13.65 Lakh spread across 73 villages

 

 

Boost to healthcare infrastructureCabinet approves continuation of Pradhan
MantriSwasthya Suraksha Yojanaupto 2019-20

 

 

In a major boost to the expansion of healthcare infrastructure in the country, the
Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
continuation of Pradhan MantriSwasthya Suraksha Yojana(PMSSY) beyond
12thFive Year Plan to 2019-20. The financial outlay for this purpose is Rs 14,832
crore. Under this scheme, new AIIMS are established and Government medical
colleges are upgraded.

 

Cabinet approves accession to the Protocol under WHO Framework Convention on
tobacco control to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products

 

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
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approval to accede to the Protocol under World Health Organization (WHO)
Framework Convention on tobacco control to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco
products. It will be applicable to both smoking and chewing or smokeless tobacco
(SLT) forms as negotiated and adopted under Article 15 of the World Health
Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC). India is a
party to WHO FCTC.

 

Cabinet approves financial assistance to sugar mills for clearing cane dues of
farmers

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval to provide financial assistance @ of Rs. 5.50
per quintal of cane crushed in sugar season 2017-18 to sugar mills to offset the cost
of cane, in order to help sugar mills to clear cane dues of farmers.

Details:

 

The assistance shall be paid directly to the farmers on behalf of the mills.

 

It will be adjusted against the cane price payable due to the farmers against Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP) including arrears relating to previous years.

 

Subsequent balance if any, shall be credited into the mill’s account.

 

 

Cabinet approves restructuring of Multi-sectoral Development Programme for its
continuation during remaining period of 14th Finance Commission as Pradhan
Mantri Jan VikasKaryakram

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi today has approved the proposal for renaming and restructuring of
Multi-sectoral Development Programme (MsDP) as Pradhan Mantri Jan
VikasKaryakram (PMJVK). CCEA has also approved its continuation during the
remaining period of the 14th Finance Commission.
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Boost to Airport Infrastructure in Lucknow, Chennai and Guwahati

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval to for expansion and upgradation of integrated
terminals at Chennai, Guwahati & Lucknow Airports, at a cost of Rs.2467 crore,
Rs.1383 crore and Rs.1232 crore, respectively.

 

Cabinet approves continuation of Umbrella Scheme ‘Green Revolution —
KrishonnatiYojana’ in Agriculture Sector

 

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for the Umbrella Scheme, "Green
Revolution – KrishonnatiYojana" in agriculture sector beyond 12thFive Year Plan
for the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20 with the Central Share of Rs. 33,269.976
crore.

t.

 

The Umbrella scheme comprises of 11 Schemes/Missions. These schemes look to
develop the agriculture and allied sector in a holistic and scientific manner to
increase the income of farmers by enhancing production, productivity andbetter
returns on produce. The Schemes will be continued with an expenditure of
Rs.33,269.976 crore for three financial years, i.e., 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20.

 

 

 

 

16 May 2018

 

Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and France on Technical Cooperation
in the field of railways

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has has been
apprised of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Indian Railways
and SNCF Mobilites (a company owned by the French State) on Technical
Cooperation in the field of Railways. The MoU was signed on 10th March, 2018.
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The MoUs provide a platform for Indian Railways to interact and share the latest
developments and knowledge in the railway sector. The MoUs facilitate exchange of
techn ica l  exper ts ,  repor ts  and techn ica l  documents ,  t ra in ing and
seminars/workshops focusing on specific technology areas and other interactions for
knowledge sharing.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Morocco in the legal field

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
given its ex-post facto approval for signing of the MoU for cooperation in the legal
field between India and Morocco, in order to share their experience and expertise in
the field of law and legislation.

 

The MoU will give an opportunity to the Lawyers, Law Officers and law students to
discuss issues in the field of law and justice in seminars, symposiums and
workshops arranged by authorities of India and Morocco.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between the India and Swaziland on cooperation in the
field of Health and Medicine

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has has given its
ex-post-facto for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the India and
Swaziland on cooperation in the field of Health and Medicine. The MoU was signed
on 9th April 2018.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Suriname for cooperation in the field
of electoral management and administration

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Suriname on cooperation
in the field of electoral management and administration including exchange of
knowledge and experience in the field of organizational and technical development
of electoral process; support in exchanging information, institutional strengthening
and capacity building, training of personnel, holding regular consultations etc.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Equatorial Guinea for Cooperation in
the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Equatorial Guinea for Cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine.
The MoU was signed on 8th April, 2018.

 

The MoU will enhance bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the areas
of Traditional Systems of Medicine.

 

Cabinet approves MoU on Cooperation in the field of Medicinal Plants between
India and Equatorial Guinea

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in
the field of Medicinal Plants between India and Equatorial Guinea

 

The MoU will further enhance bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the
area of Medicinal Plants.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Morocco in the field of Mining and
Geology

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi hasgiven its ex
post facto approval to the signing of MoU between India and Morocco in the field of
mining and geology. The agreement was signed on 11.4.2018 in New Delhi between
the Moroccan Ministry of Energy, Mines and Sustainable development and the
Ministry of Mines, Govt. of India.

 

Cabinet approves MoU on Cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of
Medicine between India and Colombia

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
given its approval to the signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
India and Colombia on establishing cooperation on Traditional Systems of Medicine
of India.

 

Cabinet approves setting up of a new AIIMS in Deoghar, Jharkhand

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
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setting up of a new All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Deoghar,
Jharkhand. A provision of funds worth Rs. 1103 crore has been approved for the
project and the said AIIMS will be set up under the Pradhan MantriSwasthya
Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY).

 

Cabinet approves signing and ratification of Agreement between India and
Brunei Darussalam for the Exchange of Information and Assistance in
Collection with respect to Taxes

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has has approved
the signing and ratification of Agreement between India and Brunei Darussalam for
the Exchange of Information and Assistance in Collection with respect to Taxes.

 

Cabinet approves setting up of a Central University in Andhra Pradesh

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its in-
principle approval for establishing a Central University by the name of “Central
University of Andhra Pradesh” in Janthaluru Village of Ananthapur District, Andhra
Pradesh. A provision of funds worth Rs. 450 crore has been approved for meeting the
first phase expenditure towards establishment of the said University.

Boost to Metro connectivity

In a major boost to public transport infrastructure in NOIDA, the Union Cabinet
Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved extension of Delhi Metro
corridor from Noida City Centre to Sector-62, Noida Uttar Pradesh covering a length
of 6.675 k.m. at the total completion cost of Rs.1,967 crores. Gol liability will be Rs.
340.60 crore on account of Grant and Subordinate Debt.

Cabinet approves establishment of National Institute of Mental Health
Rehabilitation at Bhopal

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
establishment of National Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation (NIMHR) at Bhopal
as a Society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 under the aegis of the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. The estimated cumulative
cost of the project is Rs. 179.54 crore in first three years. This includes non-recurring
expenditure of Rs. 128.54 crore and recurring expenditure of Rs. 51 crore.

Cabinet approves strengthening the mechanism for resolution of commercial
disputes of Central Public Sector Enterprises

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has has approved
the strengthening of the mechanism for resolution of commercial disputes of Central
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Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) inter seand also between CPSEs and other
Government Departments/Organizations. The Cabinet decision is based on
recommendations of the Committee of Secretaries (CoS). The decision will put in
place an institutionalized mechanism within the Government for speedy resolution of
commercial disputes of CPSEs without the matter being referred to the Courts of law.

Cabinet approves National Policy on Biofuels - 2018

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
National Policy on Biofuels – 2018.

Cabinet approves development of Trunk Infrastructure Components for
Integrated Multi Modal Logistics Hub known as "Freight Village" at Nangal
Chaudhary in Haryana under Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor Project

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval to the following proposal of the Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion

Cabinet approves Corpus for Micro Irrigation Fund with NABARD under
Pradhan MantriKrishiSinchayeeYojana

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi today has approved an initial Corpus of Rs.5,000 crore for setting up
of a dedicated “Micro Irrigation Fund” (MIF) with NABARD under Pradhan
MantriKrishiSinchayeeYojana (PMKSY).

Cabinet approves enhancement of budget for implementation of Network for
Spectrum for Defence Services

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for enhancement of budget by Rs.11,330 crore
for Network For Spectrum (NFS) project for laying of alternate communication
network for Defence Services for release of spectrum over and above Rs.13,334
crore already approved by Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure in July, 2012.

23 May 2018

Cabinet approves USOF scheme for provision of mobile services in Meghalaya
under CTDP for North Eastern Region

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved Implementation of a Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan (CTDP)
for the North Eastern Region(NER) in Meghalaya at a total estimated project cost of
Rs. 3911 crore to be funded by the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) and
approval of the enhanced cost of CTDP Project for NER for an amount of Rs.
8120.81 crore (Rs. 5336.18 crore already approved by the Cabinet on 10.09.2014).
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Cabinet approves provision of mobile connectivity in Left Wing Extremism
Areas

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
"Universal Service Obligation Fund [USOF]” supported scheme to provide mobile
services at 4072 tower locations identified by MHA in inhabited uncovered areas
affected by Left Wing Extremism [LWE] of 96 districts in 10 States for Phase-ll
project. The total project cost would be Rs.7,330 Crore.

This network would be used by the security personnel deployed in LWE affected
areas. Project will also provide the mobile services to help the residents in
unconnected inhabited villages which would improve the economic activities in the
region. It will give impetus to the e-Governance activities in the backward and LWE
affected area with the availability of digital mobile connectivity.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Turkey on trade in poppy seeds to
ensure quick and transparent processing for import of poppy seeds from
Turkey

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Turkey on
trade in poppy seeds to ensure quick and transparent processing for import of poppy
seeds from Turkey.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Singapore on Cooperation in the field
of Personnel Management and Public Administration

The Union Cabinet chaired by chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Singapore on Cooperation in the field of Personnel Management and Public
Administration.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Denmark on Food Safety
Cooperation

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Denmark regarding cooperation in the areas of food safety. The MoU was signed on
16th April 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Morocco on India-Morocco
cooperation in Renewable Energy

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Morocco on India-Morocco Cooperation in Renewable Energy. The MoU was signed
on 10th April, 2018 in New Delhi.
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Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India and Angola for promoting bilateral
cooperation in the field of Electronics and Information Technology

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) the between India and Angola for
promoting bilateral cooperation in the field of Electronics and Information Technology.

Cabinet approves MoU signed between India and France in the field of
Renewable Energy

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval tothe Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between
India and France in the field of Renewable Energy on 10th March, 2018 in New Delhi.

 

Cabinet approves waiver of Penal Interest on Government Loans advanced to
Visakhapatnam Port Trust

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for waiving of Penal Interest on Government
Loans to Visakhapatnam Port Trust (VPT) as per following:

Waiver of Penal Interest amounting to Rs. 250.89 crore in respect of VPT as on
31.03.2017 and further accruals thereon till date of approval of waiver;

VPT to pay penalty @0.25%of Penal Interest as on date of approval of waiver of
Penal Interest;

VPT to pay the outstanding Principal of Rs. 44.69 crore and outstanding Interest as
on the date of approval of waiver, in one single instalment in the Financial Year 2018-
19.

 

Cabinet approves restructuring of balance sheet of Scooters India Limited,
Lucknow

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for restructuring of balance sheet of Scooters
India Limited, Lucknow (SIL) by way of:

 

Reduction of equity of Rs. 85.21 crore in the share capital of SIL held by Government
of India against accumulated losses. The reduction would be deemed to have taken
effect as on 31.03.2013 and

Freezing the interest on the Non-Plan loan of Rs. 1.89 crore released to SIL during
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2012-13 from the date of its release to the company and conversion into equity of the
outstanding principal amount of Rs. 1.89 crore.

Cabinet approves waiver of Penal Interest on Government Loans advanced to
Paradip Port Trust

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for waiving of Penal Interest on Government
Loans to Paradip Port Trust (PPT) as per following:

Waiver of penal interest amounting to Rs.1076.59 crore in respect of PPT as on
31.03.2017 and further accruals thereon till date of approval of waiver.

PPT to pay penalty @ 0.25% of Penal Interest as on the date of approval of waiver of
penal Interest.

PPT to start the re-payment of outstanding principal of Rs. 387.74 crore and
outstanding interest as on date of approval of the waiver and the re-payment to be
completed in two instalments in 2018-19 and 2019-20.

06 June 2018    

Cabinet approves the joint issue of postage stamp between India and Russia

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
agreement signed in connection with release of Joint Stamps between Department of
Posts, India and Russia Post (Joint-Stock Company “MARKA” of Russian Federation)
to establish postal cooperation and strive towards mutually beneficial operational
excellence in the field of issuance of stamps.

 

Cabinet approves the extension of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between India and Netherlands on technical cooperation in the field of Spatial
Planning, Water Management and Mobility Management

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Netherlands on
technical cooperation in the field of Spatial Planning, Water Management and Mobility
Management in April, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Denmark on technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable and Smart Urban
Development
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Denmark on
technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable and Smart Urban Development in
April, 2018.

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
United Kingdom on technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban
Development

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and United Kingdom on
technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development in April, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III Continuation
Programme – Phase 6

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Continuation Programme (Phase 6) and
funding of thirty PSLV operational flights under the Programme.

 

Status-cum-Progress Report of “Special Committee for Inter-Linking of Rivers”

The progress report on interlinking of rivers has been submitted to the Cabinet in
compliance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court judgement dated 27.02.2012 in the matter
of Writ Petition (Civil) – 512 of 2002: “Networking of Rivers” along with Writ Petition
No.668 of 2002 which directs the Union Government of India to constitute a Special
Committee for Interlinking of Rivers. A periodical report is required to be submitted to
the Cabinet on the progress made by the Special Committee for Interlinking of Rivers.

 

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and Oman on
Cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India represented by the
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and Oman represented by the Ministry
of Transport and Communications on Cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer
space, in February, 2018 at Muscat.

 

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and France on technical
cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Agreement signed between India and France in the field of Sustainable Urban
Development in March, 2018. The Agreement shall remain in force for a period of five
years.

 

Cabinet approves Continuation Programme for Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle Mark-III

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
funding for the for Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III (GSLV Mk-III)
continuation programme (Phase-I) consisting of ten (10) GSLV (Mk-III) flights, at a
total estimated cost of Rs. 4338.20 crores. This includes Rs. 4338.20 Crores and
includes the cost of ten GSLV Mk-III vehicles, essential facility augmentation,
Programme Management and Launch Campaign.

 

Cabinet approves Revision in the wage structure and allowances of
GraminDakSevaks (GDS) of the Department of Posts

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today has approved
the revision in the wage structure and allowances of GraminDakSevaks (GDS) of the
Department of Posts.

The revision in the wage structure would entail an estimated expenditure of Rs
1257.75 crore (Non-recurring expenditure - Rs 860.95 crore and Recurring
expenditure of Rs.396.80 crore) during 2018-19.

 

Cabinet approves Revised guidelines on time bound closure of sick/ loss
making Central Public Sector Enterprises and disposal of movable and
immovable assets

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today has approved
the revised guidelines of the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) on time bound
closure of sick/ loss making Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) and disposal
of movable and immovable assets. The revised guidelines would reduce delays in
implementation of closure plans of sick/loss making CPSEs. These guidelines will
replace the guidelines issued by DPE in September, 2016.

Cabinet approves Continuation of Off-grid and Decentralised Solar PV
Applications Programme - Phase III

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for implementation of Phase-Ill of Off-grid and
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Decentralised Solar PV (Photo Voltaic) Application Programme to achieve additional
118 MWp(Mega Watt peak) off-grid solar PV capacity by 2020.

Cabinet approves construction of a new 6 - Lane bridge with its approaches
across River Ganga at Phaphamau, Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, approved the project for construction of 9.9 km long new 6 - lane
bridge across river Ganga on NH - 96 at Phaphamau in Allahabad with total capital
cost of Rs. 1948.25 crore.

Cabinet approves interventions to deal with the current crisis in the sugar
sector

In order to improve the problem of liquidity of sugar mills resulting in accumulation of
huge cane price arrears of farmers, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the following measures involving total amount of about
Rs. 7000 crore

 

13 June 2018

Cabinet approves the extension of tenure of the Commission constituted to
examine the issue of Sub-categorization within Other Backward Classes in the
Central List

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the final extension of the term of the Other Backward Classes in the Central List
currently mandated upto 20th June 2018, till 31stJuly, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Peru

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
an Agreement between India and Peru which was signed in May, 2018 at Lima, Peru.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Viet Nam on Joint issue of postage
stamp

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of the joint issue of a postage stamp between Department of Posts and Viet
Nam Post.

Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications and Viet Nara Post mutually
agreed to jointly issue Postage Stamps on India-Viet Nam: Joint Issue on the theme
"Ancient Architecture". The joint stamps were released on 25-01-2018.
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Cabinet approves Repositioning of North Eastern Council

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal of Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) for the
nomination of the Union Home Minister as ex-officio Chairman of North Eastern
Council (NEC) - a statutory body with Governors and Chief Ministers of all the eight
North Eastern States as its Member. The Cabinet also approved that Minister of State
(Independent Charge), Ministry of DoNER would serve as Vice Chairman of the
Council.

 

Cabinet approves proposal for enactment of Dam Safety Bill, 2018

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for introduction of Dam Safety Bill, 2018 in the Parliament.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between the ICMR and INSERM, France

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which was signed in March,
2018 between the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the Institut
National de la Santeet de la RechercheMedicale (INSERM), France.

Cabinet approves monetization of 3.70 acres of land at PragatiMaidan for
construction and running of a Hotel by a third party including private sector,
waiver of charges levied by L&DO and waiver of land charges raised by the
Ministry of Railways

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the monetization of 3.70 acres of land at PragatiMaidan by India Trade Promotion
Organisation (ITJPO) on long-term leasehold basis for 99 years for construction and
running of a Hotel by a third party including private sector through a transparent
competitive bidding process.

Cabinet approves proposal for withdrawal of Nalanda University (Amendment)
Bill, 2013 pending in Rajya Sabha

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for withdrawal of Nalanda University (Amendment) Bill, 2013 pending in
the Rajya Sabha.

The Nalanda University was established on the basis of a Joint Press Statement at
the 4th East Asia Summit held in Thailand in October, 2009, which supported its
establishment as a non-state, non-profit, secular and self-governing international
institution. Subsequently, the Nalanda University Act, 2010 was passed by the
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Parliament and came into effect from 25thNovember 2010.

 

Cabinet approves 'Three Year Action Plan of Agricultural Education Division &
ICAR Institutes

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
continuation of the Three Year Action Plan (2017-2020) of the scheme for Agricultural
Education Division and ICAR Institutes with an outlay of Rs.2225.46 crore[Rs.
2197.51 crore + Rs. 27.95 crore (State share) as salary component for AICRP-HS]for
strengthening and developing higher agricultural education in India.

Cabinet approves raising of additional share capital of M/s. HDFC Bankup to a
maximum of Rs. 24,000 crore

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for grant of permission to M/s. HDFC Bank Ltd. to raise additional share
capital of up to a maximum of Rs. 24,000 crore, including premium, over and above
the previous approved limit of Rs. 10,000 crore, such that the composite foreign
shareholding in the Bank shall not exceed 74% of the enhanced paid-up equity share
capital of the bank.

27 Jun 2018

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Singapore on Cooperation in the field
of Planning

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex
post-facto approval to the MoU between India and Singapore on cooperation in the
field of urban planning and development. The MoU was signed on 31st May 2018.

Cabinet apprised of the Agreement between India and Denmark on Cooperation
in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Germany on Cooperation in the field
of Civil Aviation

Cabinet approves Strengthening of teaching, patient / clinical care and public health
programme implementation - Shifting of more experienced doctors belonging to
Central Government and Central government entities to tea

Cabinet apprised of Implementing Arrangement between India and France on
Cooperation on Maritime Awareness Mission

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
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appraised of the Implementing Arrangement (IA) for Pre-formulation Studies of a
Maritime Domain Awareness Mission signed between India and France on 10th
March 2018.

Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India and Denmark for cooperation in the
fields of Animal Husbandry and Dairying

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Denmark for
cooperation in the fields of Animal Husbandry and Dairying. The MoU was signed on
16.4.2018.

Cabinet approves enhancement of age of superannuation of General Duty
Medical Officers, Specialist Grade doctors and Teaching Medical Faculty
working in Bhopal Memorial Hospital and Research Centre,

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
proposal of Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare to
enhance the age of superannuation of General Duty Medical Officers, Specialist
Grade doctors and Teaching medical faculty working in Bhopal Memorial Hospital
and Research Centre, Bhopal to sixty-five years at par with doctors of Central Health
Services and doctors working under other Central government hospitals/institutes.

Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India and Indonesia on Technical
Cooperation in the field of Railways sector

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of theMemorandum of Understanding (MoU)between India and Indonesia on
Technical Cooperation in the field of railways sector.The MoU was signed on 29th
May, 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Bahrain on cooperation in the field of
Healthcare

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approvedthe
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Bahrain on
cooperation in the field of Healthcare.

Cabinet approves establishment of additional 6.5MMT Strategic Petroleum
Reserves at Chandikhol in Odisha and at Padur, Karnataka

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approvedestablishment of additional 6.5 Million Metric Tonne (MMT) Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (SPR) facilities at two locations, i.e. Chandikhol in Odisha and
Padur in Karnataka, including construction of dedicated SPMs (Single Point Mooring)
for the two SPRs. The SPR facilities at Chandikhol and Padur will be underground
rockcaverns and will have capacities of 4 MMT and 2.5 MMT respectively.
Government had announced setting up of two additional SPRs during the
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budgetannouncement for 2017-18.

Cabinet approves Strengthening of teaching, patient / clinical care and public
health programme implementation - Shifting of more experienced doctors
belonging to Central Government and Central government entities to teaching /
clinical /Public Health Programme implementation activities

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Strengthening of teaching, patient / clinical care and public health programme
implementation - Shifting of more experienced doctors belonging to Central
Government and Central government entities to teaching/ clinical / Public Health
Programme implementation activities.

 

Cabinet approves Mechanism for procurement of ethanol by Public Sector Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) to carry out the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP)
Programme- Revision of ethanol price for supply to Public Sector OMCs

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the Mechanism for procurement of ethanol by Public Sector Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) to carry out the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP)
Programme- Revision of ethanol price for supply to Public Sector OMCs.

Cabinet approves capital infusion in Export Credit Guarantee Corporation Ltd.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the capital infusion of Rs.2000 crore for strengthening of Export
Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC). The amount would be infused in the three
financial years i.e. Rs.50 crore in 2017-18, Rs.1450 crore in the year 2018-19 and
Rs.500 crore for 2019-20.

Cabinet approves a Corpus to National Export Insurance Account Trust

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved contribution of Grant-in-Aid (Corpus) of Rs.1,040 crore to National
Export Insurance Account Trust (NEIA).

The Corpus is to be utilised during three years from 2017-18 to 2019-20. An amount
of Rs.440 crore has already been received for the year 2017-18. Rs.300 crore each
will be given to NEIA for the years 2018-19 and 2019-20.

 

04 July 2018
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C a b i n e t  a p p r o v e s  t r a n s f e r  o f  7 . 5  a c r e s  o f  D e f e n c e  l a n d  t o
KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan for the construction of KendriyaVidvalaya in Survey No.
408, Jalandhar Cantt

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today has
approved the transfer of 7.5 acres of A-1 Defence land on lease in perpetuity basis at
a nominal rent of Re 1/- per annum to KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan for the
construction of KendriyaVidyalaya No. 4 in Survey No. 408, Jalandhar Cantt.

 

Cabinet approves transfer of 4 acres of Defence land on lease basis to
KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan for the construction of KendriyaVidyalaya No. 4 at
Kandhar Lines, Delhi Cantt.

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
t r a n s f e r  o f  4  a c r e s  o f  D e f e n c e  l a n d  i n  p e r p e t u i t y  b a s i s  t o
KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan (KVS) for the construction of KendriyaVidyalaya No. 4
at Kandhar Lines, Delhi Cantt. at a nominal rent of one rupee per annum.

 

Cabinet approves Transfer of Sashastra Seema Bal’s land measuring 5.99 acres at
Tawang to the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Transfer of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)'s land measuring 5.99 acres at Tawang to
the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh for construction of a Mega-Festival-Cum-
Multipurpose Ground.

 

C a b i n e t  a p p r o v e s  t r a n s f e r  o f  7 . 1 1 8  a c r e s  o f  D e f e n c e  l a n d  t o
KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan for construction of KendriyaVidyalaya Number 2 Dhar
Road in District Udhampur, Jammu & Kashmir

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the transfer of 56 kanals and 19 marlas (7.118 acres) of Defence land on lease on
long term basis for 30 years renewable for two like terms of 30 years each to
KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan (KVS) for construction of KendriyaVidyalaya No. 2 at
Udhampur, Jammu & Kashmir at a nominal rent of one rupee per annum.
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Cabinet approves exemption from charging commercial rates for the plot of land
allotted to the High Commission of Fiji in New Delhi

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approvedan
exemption from charging commercial rates at the time of acquisition for the plot No.
31-B, measuring 2800 sq.meter in Chanakyapuri, Diplomatic Area to the Fijian High
Commission in New Delhi and to extend the same terms and conditions as offered by
Fiji for the land offered to the High Commission of India in Suva, Fiji.

 

Cabinet approves accession to WIPO Copyright Treaty, 1996 and WIPO Performance
and Phonograms Treaty, 1996

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approvedthe
proposal submitted by Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry regarding accession to the WIPO Copyright Treaty and
WIPO Performers and Phonograms Treaty which extends coverage of copyright to
the internet and digital environment The approval is a step towards the objective laid
in the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy adopted by the Government
on 12thMay 2016 which aims to get value for IPRs through commercialization by
providing guidance and support to EPR owners about commercial opportunities of e-
commerce through Internet and mobile platforms.

 

Cabinet approves Umbrella Schemes for Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and
Repatriates

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for continuance of the 8 existing schemes of the Ministry of Home Affairs
upto March 2020 for relief and rehabilitation of migrants and repatriates under the
Umbrella scheme "Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates"

 

Cabinet approves renewal of MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
India & Saudi Organisation for Certified Public Accountants
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in 2014 and
approval for renewal of MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) & Saudi Organisation for Certified Public Accountants (SOCPA) in Saudi Arabia
to promote mutual co-operation framework in the areas of Corporate Governance,
Technical Research & Advice, Quality Assurance, Forensic Accounting, issues for
Small and Medium Sized Practices (SMPs), Islamic Finance, Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) and other subjects of mutual interest related to Accountancy
profession.

 

Cabinet approves renaming of Agartala Airport, Tripura as Maharaja Bir Bikram
Manikya Kishore Airport, Agartala

 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today gave its
approval to rename the Agartala Airport in Tripura as ‘Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya
Kishore Airport, Agartala. The decision comes in the wake of the long pending
demand of people of Tripura as well as the Tripura Government for paying tribute to
Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya Kishore.

 

Cabinet approves extension of Scheme of Recapitalization of Regional Rural Banks
upto 2019-20

 

Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the extension of the scheme of recapitalization of Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)
for the next three years i.e. upto 2019-20. This will enable the RRBs to maintain
the minimum prescribed Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 9 per
cent.

t.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and United Kingdom on cooperation in the
sphere of Law & Justice and establishing a Joint Consultative Committee

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and United
Kingdom regarding cooperation between both countries in the sphere of Law &
Justice and to set up a Joint Consultative Committee.
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Cabinet approves creation of one post each of Vice-Chairperson and Member in the
National Commission for SafaiKaramcharis

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approvedthe
creation of one post each of Vice-Chairperson and Member in the National
Commission for SafaiKarmacharis.

 

Cabinet approves DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved The
DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill 2018.

 

Cabinet approves revision of the compensation on SESF Operations with Boeing 747-
400 aircraft

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has given its approval to enhance the expenditure for "Special Extra Section
Flights" (SESF) operations from Rs.336.24 crore plus applicable taxes to Rs.534.38
crore plus applicable taxes for 2016-17 with built-in annual escalation of 10% to
compensate the cost of living index and exchange fluctuation for the maintenance of
B747-400 aircraft.

Boost to Higher Education

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the proposal for expanding the scope of Higher Education
Financing Agency (HEFA) by enhancing its capital base to Rs. 10,000 crore and
tasking it to mobilise Rs. 1,00,000 crore for Revitalizing Infrastructure and Systems in
Education (RISE) by 2022.

Boost to farmers’ income

Giving a major boost for the farmers’ income, the Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the increase in
the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for all kharif crops for 2018-19 Season.

18 July 2018

Cabinet approves Special Remission to Prisoners on the occasion of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has today given
its approval to grant Special Remission to Prisoners as part of Commemoration of
150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.As part of commemoration of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the following categories of prisoners will be
considered for special remission and released in three phases. In Phase-l, the
prisoners will be released on 2nd October, 2018 (Birth Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi), in Phase-ll prisoners will be released on 10th April, 2019 (Anniversary of
ChamparanSatyagrah) and in Phase-Ill, prisoners will be released on 2nd October
2019 (Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi):-

Cabinet approves signing of Memorandum of Understanding amongst BRICS Nations
on the Regional Aviation Partnership

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has today
approved the signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) amongst BRICS
Nations on the Regional Aviation Partnership Cooperation viz. Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa.

cabinet approves MoU between India and Cuba on cooperation in the field of
Traditional Systems of Medicine and Homeopathy

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Cuba on cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine and Homeopathy.
The MoU was signed on 22.6.2018.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Indonesia on cooperation in the field of
pharmaceutical products, pharmaceutical substances, biological product and
cosmetics regulatory functions

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), India and National Agency
for Drug and Food Control (BPOM), Indonesia on cooperation in the field of
pharmaceutical products, pharmaceutical substances, biological product and
cosmetics regulatory functions. The MoU was on signed on 29th May, 2018 in
Jakarta.

 

Cabinet approves the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) signed in 2010 and
approves fresh MRA between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and the
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Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Ireland

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today has given its
ex-post facto approval of the "Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA)" signed in 2010
and Approval for fresh MRA between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and the Institute of Certified Public Accountants (CPA), Ireland for promotion of
mutual co-operation framework for the advancement of accounting knowledge,
professional and intellectual development, advancing the interests of their respective
members and positively contributing to the development of the accounting profession
in Ireland and India.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and
Bahrain Institute of Banking and Finance, Bahrain

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today has approved
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) and Bahrain Institute of Banking and Finance (BIBF),
Bahrain to work together to strengthen the accounting, financial and audit knowledge
base within Bahrain.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and
"National Board of Accountants and Auditors, Tanzania

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) and National Board of Accountants and Auditors (NBAA),
Tanzania to establish mutual co-operation framework in the areas of Member
Management, Professional Ethics, Technical Research, Continuing Professional
Development, Professional Accountancy Training, Audit Quality Monitoring,
Advancement of Accounting Knowledge, Professional and Intellectual Development.

Cabinet approves determination of Fair and Remunerative Price payable by Sugar
Mills for 2018-19 sugar season

Keeping in view the interest of sugarcane farmers, the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane for sugar season 2018-19 at Rs.
275/- per quintal for a basic recovery rate of 10%; providing a premium of Rs. 2.75/qtl
for each 0.1 % increase in recovery over and above 10%. The cost of production of
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sugarcane for the sugar season 2018-19 is Rs. 155 per quintal.

Cabinet approves establishment of Medical College, Salempur at Deoria, Uttar
Pradesh

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the proposal of the State Government of Uttar Pradesh for
establishment of new medical college at Deoria at a cost of Rs.250 crore under
Phase-II of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

Cabinet approves Policy framework for streamlining the working of Production
Sharing Contracts (PSCs) in Pre-NELP and NELP Blocks

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the policy framework for streamlining the operations of Production
Sharing Contracts (PSCs) for increased domestic production of hydrocarbon
resources.

Cabinet approves continuation of the Schemes of (i) Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme;
(ii) Post Matric Scholarship Scheme; and (iii) Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship
Scheme for the students belonging to Minority Communitie...

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the proposal for Continuation of Pre-Matric, Post Matric and
Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Schemes for the students belonging to the six
notified Minority Communities at a total cost of Rs. 5338.32 crore for period up to
2019-20. This will benefit 70 lakh students annually.

Cabinet approves Special Package for Irrigation Projects in Vidarbha, Marathwada
and other chronically drought prone areas of Rest of Maharashtra

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the implementation of Centrally Sponsored-Scheme for
completion of 83 Minor Irrigation projects and 8 major/medium irrigation projects of
Marathawada, Vidharbha and drought prone areas of the rest of Maharashtra.

01 August 2018

 

Cabinet approves Extension of Concessional Financing Scheme (CFS) to support
Indian Entities bidding for strategically important infrastructure projects abroad

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
first extension of Concessional Financing Scheme(CFS) to support Indian Entities
bidding for strategically important infrastructure projects abroad.
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Cabinet approves: Raising of Extra Budgetary Resources (EBR) for Swachh Bharat
Mission (Gramin) [SBM(G)] amounting up to Rs. 15,000 crore during the financial
year 2018-19; and Expansion of scope of work of the erstwhile International Centre
for Drinking Water Quality, to rename as National Centre for Drinking Water,
Sanitation and Quality (NCDWS & Q) and to authorize it to work as a receptacle for
receiving EBR for SBM(G).

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the following:

Raising funds up to Rs.15,000 crore as Extra Budgetary Resources (EBR) (Gol Fully
Serviced Bonds) for Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) [SBM(G)] during the financial
year 2018-19 through NABARD.

 

Cabinet approves Re-structuring of the Agricultural Scientists' Recruitment Board
(ASRB)

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
proposal for restructuring of Agricultural Scientists'Recruitment Board (ASRB).

 

Cabinet approves Policy Framework for exploration and exploitation of
Unconventional Hydrocarbons

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the policy to permit exploration and exploitation of unconventional hydrocarbons such
as Shale oil/gas, Coal Bed Methane (CBM) etc. It will be carried out under the
existing Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs), CBM contracts and Nomination fields
to encourage the existing Contractors in the licensed/leased area to unlock the
potential of unconventional hydrocarbons in the existing acreages.

 

LIC to acquire controlling stake of IDBI Bank

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approvedconveying of no objection to reduction in Government of India shareholding
in IDBI Bank Limited to below 50% by dilution. It has also approved acquisition of
controlling stake by Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) as promoter in the bank
through preferential allotment / open offer of equity, and relinquishment of
management control by the Government in the bank.
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Cabinet approves opening of 13 new KendriyaVidyalayas in seven States and
opening of second JawaharNavodayaVidyalaya at Alot, District Ratlam, Madhya
Pradesh

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the proposal for opening of 13 new KendriyaVidyalayas (KVs) in
seven States and a second JawaharNavodayaVidyalaya(JNV) in Alot, District Ratlam,
Madhya Pradesh.

 

Cabinet approves grant of Interest Free Loan equivalent to interest during
construction component to fertilizer revival projects at Sindri, Gorakhpur and Barauni
by Hindustan Urvarak and Rasayan Limited

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has approved the proposal of Department of Fertilizers to grant Interest Free
Loan (IFL) equivalent to the interest during construction (IDC) component of
Rs.422.28 crore, 415.77 crore and 419.77 crore for Gorakhpur, Sindri and Barauni
projects respectively to Hindustan Urvarak and Rasayan Limited (HURL) fertilizer
projects.

Cabinet approves issue of fresh equity to the extent of 15% of the paid up equity
capital by Hindustan Copper Limited

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for issue of fresh 13,87,82,700 equity shares to
the extent of 15% of paid up equity capital efface value of Rs. 5/- each by Hindustan
Copper Limited(HCL) through the Qualified Institutions Placement (QIP) route as per
SEBI and other applicable guidelines.

 

09 August 2018

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Indonesia on Health cooperation

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Indonesia on
health cooperation.

 

Cabinet approves extension of the term of the Commission to examine the issue of
Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes in the Central List

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
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extension of the term of the Commission to examine the issue of Sub-categorization
of Other Backward Classes in the Central List till November, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves creation of two posts equivalent to Joint Secretary level in the
Interpreters' cadre of the Ministry of External Affairs

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
creation of two posts equivalent to Joint Secretary level in the Interpreters' cadre of
the Ministry of External Affairs.

 

Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and Canada on collaboration among
Chartered Accountant Institutions

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of the "Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)" between "Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)" and "Chartered Professional Accountants of
Canada (CPA Canada)".

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Korea on Trade Remedy Cooperation

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi gave its ex-post
facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Korea
on Trade Remedy Cooperation.

 

Cabinet approves transfer of Central Hospital at Karma, Jharkhand under the Labour
Welfare Organisation for setting up a new Medical College

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved to
transfer the Central Hospital at Karma, Jharkhand under the Ministry of Labour &
Employment along with its land and building to the Jharkhand Government free of
cost to establish a new Medical College under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme
(CSS) for Establishment of Medical Colleges attached with Existing District / Referral
Hospitals and cater to the health needs of the people in the region.

Cabinet condoles the demise of Dr. M. Karunanidhi, former Chief Minister of Tamil
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Nadu

The Union Cabinet met under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and condoled the demise of Dr. M. Karunanidhi, former Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu who passed away on 7.8.2018 at Kauvery Hospital in Chennai.

Cabinet approves Concession Agreements & Land Lease Agreements for revival of
Gorakhpur &Sindri units of FCIL and Barauni unit of HFCL by HURL and approval for
providing land on lease.

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
proposal -

to provide land on lease to Hindustan Urvarak&Rasayan Limited (HURL);

to provide the Concession Agreements & Land Lease Agreements for the revival of
Gorakhpur &Sindri units of Fertilizer Corporation of India Limited (FCIL) and Barauni
unit of Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation Limited (HFCL) by HURL; and

Cabinet approves joint issue of postage stamp between India and South Africa

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of
joint issue of Postage Stamps on India-South Africa on the theme, "20 Years of
Strategic Partnership between India and South Africa". The joint stamps were
released in June 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Indonesia on Scientific and Technological
Cooperation

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Indonesia on Scientific and
Technological Cooperation.

Cabinet approves raising of four additional battalions of National Disaster Response
Force

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given the
approval for raising of four (4) additional battalions of National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) to strengthen the India's disaster response set up at an estimated cost
of Rs 637 crore.

 

Cabinet approves release of pulses procured from farmers under Price Support
Scheme to States with Central Subsidy of Rs. 15 per Kg for utilization under Welfare
Schemes

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri
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Narendra Modi, has approved the release of pulses to States/UTs at discounted rate
to be utilized for various Welfare Schemes from the stock of pulses procured under
Price Support Schemes (PSS).

Cabinet approves construction of New 4 - Lane Bridge on Kosi river at Phulaut , Bihar

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, approved the project for construction of 6.930 km long 4-lane bridge
at Phulaut in Bihar. The CCEA also cleared the decks for rehabilitation and up-
gradation of existing Birpur- Bihpur section of National Highway-106 from Km 106 to
Km 136 to '2 lane with Paved Shoulder’ in Bihar at a capital cost of Rs 1478.40 crore.
The construction period for the project is three years and likely to be completed by
June, 2022.

Cabinet approves continuation and revision of “Post Matric Scholarship for OBC
Students for studying in India”

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for continuation and revision of the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of “Post Matric Scholarship for Other Backward Classes
Students for studying in India” (PMS-OBC) for the years 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-
20.

Boost to Rural Road connectivity

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for continuation of Pradhan Mantri Gram
SadakYojana (PMGSY) beyond 12th Five Year Plan period. It will help in connecting
38,412 habitations at an estimated cost of Rs. 84,934 crore (Central Share is 54,900
crore and State share is 30,034 crore). The fund sharing pattern will be same.

29 August 2018

Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and Bulgaria in the field of tourism

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Bulgaria for
strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism.

 

Cabinet apprised of theMoUbetween India and Republic of Korea on the cooperation
in the field of railways

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the cooperation between Research
Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO), India and Republic of Korea Railroad
Research Institute (KRRI) to strengthen and promote scientific and technical
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cooperation in the field of railways. The MoU was signedon 10thJuly 2018

 

Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India and United Kingdom and Northern
Irelandon the Cooperation in the fields of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and United Kingdom
(UK) and Northern Ireland for cooperation in the fields of Animal Husbandry, Dairying
and Fisheries. The MoU was signed on 17.04.2018.

 

Cabinet approves signing of Air Services Agreement between India and Morocco

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the revised air services agreement to be signed between India and Morocco. After the
new Air Services Agreement comes into force, the existing Air Services Agreement of
December, 2004 shall stand superseded.

 

Cabinet approves Trade Cooperation Framework between India and Rwanda

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the trade cooperation framework between India and Rwanda.
The trade cooperation framework was signed on 23rd July, 2018.

 

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and USA in
insurance regulatory sector

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and the Federal Insurance Office, USA.

 

Cabinet approves additional 2 percent Dearness Allowance (DA) for Central
Government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) to pensionersw.e.f. 1st July, 2018

 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modihas approved
to release an additional instalment of Dearness Allowance (DA) to Central
Government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners w.e.f. 01.07.2018
representing an increase of 2% over the existing rate of 7% of the Basic Pay/Pension,
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to compensate for price rise.

 

Cabinet approves Revised Cost Estimate for setting up of India Post Payments
BankBoost to Banking Services at Post Offices across the country

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for revision of the project outlay for setting up of India Post Payments Bank
(IPPB) from Rs. 800 crore to Rs. 1,435 crore. The additional sum of Rs. 635 crore in
the revised cost estimates is on account of Rs 400 crore for Technology Costs and
Rs 235 crore for Human Resource Costs.

 

Cabinet approves Umbrella scheme “Ocean Services, Technology, Observations,
Resources Modelling and Science (O-SMART)” of Ministry of Earth Sciences

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for the umbrella scheme “Ocean Services,
Technology, Observations, Resources Modelling and Science (O-SMART)”, for
implementation during the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20 at an overall cost of
Rs.1623 crore. The scheme encompasses a total of 16 sub-projects addressing
ocean development activities such as Services, Technology, Resources,
Observations and Science.

05 September 2018

Boost to pro-people and pro-poor initiatives

In a major boost to pro-people and pro-poor initiatives, the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in its meeting held on 5.9.2018 has approved the
cont inuat ion of  Nat ional  Miss ion for  F inancia l  Inc lus ion -  Pradhan
MantriJanDhanYojana (PMJDY) with the following changes:-

 

Cabinet approves establishment and operationalization of permanent campus of
seven new IIMs at Amritsar, Bodh Gaya, Nagpur, Sambalpur, Sirmaur,
Vishakhapatnam and Jammu

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
establishment and operationalization of permanent campus of seven new Indian
Institutes of Management (IIMs) at Amritsar, Bodh Gaya, Nagpur, Sambalpur,
Sirmaur, Vishakhapatnam and Jammu, and their recurring expenditure at a total cost
of Rs 3775.42 crore (Rs 2999.96 crore asNon-Recurring and Rs 775.46 Crore as
Recurring Expenditure). These IIMs were established in the year 2015-16/2016-17.
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These institutes are presently functioning from transit campuses.

 

Cabinet approves continuation of the Centrally Sponsored Umbrella Scheme of
Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats beyond 12th Plan

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved continuation of the Centrally Sponsored Umbrella
Scheme of Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS-IDWH)beyond the
12thPlan period from 2017-18 to 2019-20. The Scheme consists of Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of Project Tiger (CSS-PT), Development of Wildlife Habitats
(CSS-DWH) and Project Elephant (CSS-PE). The total outlay is Rs. 1731.72 crore as
central share (Rs. 1143 crore for Project Tiger, Rs. 496.50 crore for Development of
Wildlife Habitats and Rs.92.22 crore for Project Elephant) from 2017-18 to 2019-20.

 

12 September 2018

Cabinet approves Transfer of land of M/s. Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers (RCF) to
Mumbai Metropolitan Regional Development Authority (MMRDA)

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-post
facto approval for

transfer of land of M/s Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers Ltd. (RCF) to Mumbai
Metropolitan Regional Development Authority (MMRDA);

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Brunei Darussalam on Cooperation in the
operation of Telemetry Tracking and Telecommand station for satellite and launch
vehicles, and for cooperation in the field of Space Research, Science and
Applications

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Brunei Darussalam
on Cooperation in the operation of Telemetry Tracking and Telecommand station for
satellite and launch vehicles, and for cooperation in the field of Space Research,
Science and Applications. The MoU was signed in New Delhi on 19th July 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU on Collaborative Research on Distributed Ledger and Block
Chain Technology in the context of Development of digital economy by Exim Bank
under BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Collaborative
Research on Distributed Ledger and Block chain Technology in the context of
Development of digital economy by Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) with the
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participating member banks, under the BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism
namely Banco Nacional de DesenvolvimentoEconomico e Social (BNDES, of Brazil),
China Development Bank (CDB), State Corporation Bank for Development and
Foreign Economic Affairs (Vnesheconombank, of Russia) and Development Bank of
Southern Africa (DBSA).

Cabinet approves MoU between India and South Africa on cooperation in the
exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful purposes

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and South Africa on
cooperation in the exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful purposes. The
MoU was signed in Johannesburg on 26th July 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Egypt on cooperation in the field of
Agriculture & allied sectors

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Egypt for
cooperation in the field of agriculture & allied sectors.

 

Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and Malta for strengthening
cooperation in the field of Tourism

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Malta for
strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism. The MoU will be signed during the
upcoming visit of the Vice President to Malta.

Cabinet approves Policy Framework to Promote and Incentivize Enhanced
Recovery Methods for Oil and Gas

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Policy framework to promote and incentivize Enhanced Recovery (ER)/ Improved
Recovery (IR)/ Unconventional Hydrocarbon (UHC) production Methods/techniques
to improve recovery factor of existing hydrocarbons reserves for augmenting
domestic production of oil and gas. The ER includes Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR)
and Enhanced Gas Recovery (EGR), Unconventional Hydrocarbon (UHC) production
methods include Shale oil and gas production, tight oil and gas production, production
from oil shale, gas hydrates and heavy oil. Enhanced Recovery, Improved Recovery
and exploration and exploitation of unconventional hydrocarbons are capital
intensive, technologically complex and challenging in nature. It calls for supporting
infrastructure, logistic support, fiscal incentives and enabling environment.
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C a b i n e t  a p p r o v e s  N e w  U m b r e l l a  S c h e m e  “ P r a d h a n
MantriAnnadataAaySanraksHanAbhiyan” (PM-AASHA)

Giving a major boost to the pro-farmer initiatives of the Government and in keeping
with its commitment and dedication for the Annadata, the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a new Umbrella Scheme “Pradhan
MantriAnnadataAaySanraksHanAbhiyan’ (PM-AASHA). The Scheme is aimed at
ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers for their produce as announced in the
Union Budget for 2018.

Cabinet approves amendment to National Institute of Design (NID) Act, 2014

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for introduction of Bill in Parliament for amendment of NID Act, 2014 to
include the four new National Institutes of Design (NID) viz. National Institute of
Design, Amaravati/Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh; National Institute of Design, Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh; National Institute of Design, Jorhat, Assam and National Institute of
Design, Kurukshetra, Haryana within the ambit of the National Institute of Design Act,
2014 and to declare them as Institutions of National Importance (INIs) at par with the
National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. Some minor amendments to the Act
including consequential amendments considered necessary namely, to re-name NID
Vijayawada as NID Amaravati and nomenclature of Principal Designer as equivalent
to Professor are also proposed in the Bill.

Cabinet approves on Fixation/Revision of ethanol price derived from B heavy
molasses / partial sugarcane juice and 100% sugarcane juice under Ethanol
Blended Petrol Programme for Ethanol Supply Year 2018-19

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval to revise / fix the price of ethanol derived from
B heavy molasses / partial sugarcane juice and fix a higher price for 100% sugarcane
juice based ethanol for the forthcoming sugar season 2018-19 during ethanol supply
year from 1st December 2018 to 30thNovember 2019 as under:

Cabinet approves continuation of Capacity Development Scheme for the period
2017-18 to 2019-20

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved continuation of the Capacity Development Scheme for
the period 2017-18 to 2019-20 with an outlay of Rs 2,250 crore.

100% Electrification of Broad Gauge Routes of Indian Railways

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has approved the proposal for electrification of balance un-electrified
BG routes of Indian Railways (IR) comprising of 108 sections covering 13,675 route
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kilometers (16,540 track kilometers) at a cost of Rs.12,134.50 crore. This
electrification is likely to be completed by 2021-22.

26 Sep 2018

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Uzbekistan on Mutual Cooperation in
Combating Illicit Trafficking in Narcotics, Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and
Precursors

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
MoU between India and Uzbekistan on Mutual Cooperation in Combating Illicit
Trafficking in Narcotics, Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Precursors.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Uzbekistan on Cooperation in the
Sphere of Law & Justice

The MoU takes care of concerns and requirements in the field of exchange of
experience by legal professionals, Government functionaries and their training and
effective legal aid mechanism for resolution. The MoU will facilitate greater
cooperation between India and Uzbekistan in providing legal services in both
countries in the field of exchange of experience through information sharing visits,
and training between both countries on enhancing legal capacities of Government
functionaries.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Uzbekistan for strengthening
cooperation in the field of Tourism

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Uzbekistan for
strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism. The MoU will be signed during the
VIP visit from Uzbekistan to India on 1st October 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Uzbekistan on cooperation for
establishment of Uzbek-Indian Free Pharmaceutical Zone in the Andijan region
of Uzbekistan

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Uzbekistan for
strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism. The MoU will be signed during the
VIP visit from Uzbekistan to India on 1st October 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and the Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Kenya (ICPAK)

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Institute
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of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Institute of Certified Public
Accountants of Kenya (ICPAK). It will help to establish mutual co-operation and
collaboration in the areas of knowledge sharing through joint research, quality
support, capability and capacity building, trainee accountant exchange programmes
and conducting Continuous Professional Development (CPD) Courses, workshops
and conferences.

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Uzbekistan on cooperation in
the field of Agriculture and Allied sectors

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of an Agreement between India and Uzbekistan for cooperation in the field of
agriculture and allied sectors.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Uzbekistan on cooperation in
pharmaceutical sector

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Uzbekistan for
increased cooperation in the areas of Trade, Industry, and Research & Development
of Pharmaceutical products. The MoU will be signed during the visit of President of
Uzbekistan to India on 1st October 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between NITI Aayog, and Ministry of Economic
Development of the Russian Federation (MEDRF) in the field of social,
economic, industrial and regional development programs          

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between National
Institute for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog, and Ministry of Economic Development
of the Russian Federation (MEDRF) in the field of social, economic, industrial and
regional development programs.

Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India and South Korea for enhancing
cooperation in Applied Science and Industrial Technology

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and South Korea on
cooperation in Applied Science and Industrial Technology. The MoU was signed in
New Delhi on 9th July 2018 during the visit of the President of South Korea to India.

Cabinet approves financial assistance worth Rs.825 Crore for relining of
Sirhind Feeder Canal and relining of Rajasthan Feeder Canal

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
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providing Central Assistance of Rs. 620.42 Cr. and Rs. 205.758 Cr. for
implementation of relining of Rajasthan Feeder Canal and Sirhind Feeder Canal
respectively over five years (2018-19 to 2022-23) for Relining of Sirhind Feeder
from RD 119700 to 447927 and relining of Rajasthan Feeder from RD 179000to
496000 of Punjab.

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Uzbekistan on cooperation in
health and medical science

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the signing of an Agreement between India and Uzbekistan on cooperation in
health and medical science.

Cabinet approves increasing of Government ownership in Goods and Services
Tax Network and change in the existing structure with transitional plan

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modihas
approved increasing of Government ownership in Goods and Services Tax
Network (GSTN) and change in the existing structure with transitional plan as
per following:

Acquisition of entire 51% equity held by the Non-Government Institutions in
GSTN equally by the Centre and the State Governments and allow GSTN Board
to initiate the process for acquisition of equity held by the private companies.

The restructure GSTN, with 100% government ownership shall have equity
structure between the Centre (50%) and the States (50%).

To allow change in the existing composition of the Board of GSTN inducting
three directors from the Centre and the States and three other independent
directors to be nominated by the Board of Directors and one Chairman and the
CEO. Thus the total number of Directors is 11.

Cabinet approves National Digital Communications Policy-2018

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the National Digital Communications Policy-2018 (NDCP-2018) and re-
designation of the Telecom Commission as the "Digital Communications
Commission”.

New BG Electrified Line of 294.53 route Kms from Katghora to Dongargarh will
provide rail connectivity to unserved areas of Chhattisgarh

Boost to airport infrastructure

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
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Narendra Modi has approved the construction of New Domestic Terminal
Building and other allied structures at Patna airport at an estimated cost of
Rs.1,216.90 crore.

Cabinet approves transfer (disinvestment) of incomplete projects of Hotel
Gulmarg Ashok, Gulmarg and Hotel Patliputra Ashok, Patna to the State
Governments of Jammu & Kashmir and Bihar respectively

In continuation of the disinvestment policy of the Government of India, the
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved to further disinvestment of ITDC properties / units
/ JVs by way of transfers of Incomplete Project of Hotel Gulmarg Ashok,
Gulmarg to the State Government of Jammu & Kashmir and Hotel Patliputra
Ashok, Patna to the State Government of Bihar respectively.

Cabinet approves comprehensive policy to deal with excess sugar production
in the country

Due to excess carryover stocks and indication of similar excess production in
the ensuing sugar season 2018-19, the liquidity problem of the sugar mills is
likely to persist in the coming sugar season too. As a result, cane price arrears
of sugarcane farmers may also peak at unprecedented high level.

03 October, 2018

Cabinet approves Redevelopment of Railway Stations by IRSDC as Nodal
Agency, through simplified procedures and longer lease tenure

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the redevelopment of Railway Stations by Indian Railway Stations Development
Corporation Limited (IRSDC) as Nodal Agency and main Project Development
Agency, through simplified procedures adapting various business model and
for longer lease tenure of upto 99 years. Thus, paving the way for large scale
modernisation and ensure world class infrastructure.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Russia on Bilateral Cooperation in
the Road Transport and Road Industry

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Russia on
Bilateral Cooperation in the Road Transport and Road Industry. The MoU will
be signed during the upcoming visit of Russian President to India.

In order to develop and establish formal platform for cooperation in the
Transport and Highways sector, a Memorandum of Understanding in the field
of Road Transport and Road Industry has been jointly negotiated and finalized
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by both countries.

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Russiaon cooperation in the field of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signingofaMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) between National Small
Industries Corporation Ltd. (NSIC) - a Public Sector Undertaking of the Ministry
of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME) of the Republic of India and JSC-
Russian Small & Medium Business Corporation (RSMB Corporation),
Russia.The MoU will be signed during the upcoming visit of Russian President
to India.

Cabinet approves Second Protocol amending the Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA) between India and Singapore

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval to the Second Protocol amending the Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) between India and Singapore. The
CECA was signed on 24th August 2018.

Boost to Metro Rail connectivity in Indore

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the implementation of Indore Metro Rail Project comprising Ring Line
of length 31.55 Km from Bengali Square - Vijay Nagar - Bhawarsala - Airport -
Patasia - Bengali Square which will connect major public nodes and city cluster
areas of Indore.

Boost to Metro Rail connectivity in Bhopal

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved implementation of Bhopal Metro Rail Project comprising two
corridors of total length 27.87 Km (i) Karond Circle to AIIMS (14.99 Km) and (ii)
Bhadbhada Square to RatnagiriTiraha (12.88 Km) which will connect major
public nodes and city cluster areas of Bhopal.

Cabinet approves establishment of National Institute of Mental Health
Rehabilitation in Sehore District instead of Bhopal

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved,in partial modification of the earlier decision taken on 16.05.2018, the
establishment of National Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation(NIMHR) in
Sehore District (Bhopal-Sehore highway) instead of Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh.
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Cabinet approves budgetary support to Nepa Limited for the Revival and Mill
Development Plan, payment of pending salary/wages, statutory dues, funding
Voluntary Retirement Scheme and disinvestment of the company on RMDP ...

Cabinet approves enhanced Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for Rabi Crops of
2018-19 Season to be marketed in 2019-20 Season.

Giving a boost to farmers’ income, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the increase in
the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for all Rabi crops for 2018-19 to be
marketed in 2019-20 season. The farmer friendly initiative will give additional
return to the farmers of Rs 62,635 crore by way of increasing MSP of notified
crops to at least 50 per cent return over cost of production and will aid in
doubling farmers’ income.

10 Oct 2018

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Lebanon for cooperation in the field
of agriculture and allied sectors

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India
and Lebanon for cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied sectors.

Bilateral cooperation in the field of agriculture will be mutually beneficial to
both the countries. The MoU will promote understanding of best Agricultural
practices in the two countries and will help in better productivity at farmer
fields as well as improved global market.

 

Cabinet approves closure of National Jute Manufactures Corporation Ltd. and
its subsidiary Birds Jute & Exports Ltd.

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the closure of National Jute Manufactures Corporation Ltd. (NJMC)
and its subsidiary Birds Jute & Exports Ltd. (BJEL).

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and Romania
in the field of tourism

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modihas given
its ex-post facto approvalto the Memorandum of Understanding signed
between India and Romania in the field of tourism. The MoU was signed in
September, 2018 during the visit of the Vice-President of India to Romania.
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Cabinet approves Productivity Linked Bonus for Railway Employees

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the payment of Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) equivalent to 78
days’ wages for the financial year 2017-18 for all eligible non-gazetted Railway
employees (excluding RPF/RPSF personnel). The financial implication of
payment of 78 days’ PLB to railway employees has been estimated to be
Rs.2044.31 crore. The wage calculation ceiling prescribed for payment of PLB
to the eligible non-gazetted railway employees is Rs.7000/- p.m. The maximum
amount payable per eligible railway employee is Rs.17,951 for 78 days. About
11.91 lakh non-gazetted Railway employees are likely to benefit from the
decision.

 

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Cooperation between India and Finland on
Environmental Cooperation

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modihas
approved Memorandum of Cooperation between India and Finland on
Environmental Cooperation. The Memorandum of Cooperation will enable
establishment and promotion of closer and long-term cooperation between the
two countries in the field of environment protection and management of natural
resources on the basis of equity, reciprocity and mutual benefits, taking into
account the applicable laws and legal provisions in each country.

Cabinet approves establishment and operationalisation of permanent
campuses of the Indian Institutes of Science Education & Research (IISERs) at
Tirupati and Berhampur

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved establishment and operationalistion of permanent campuses of the
two new Indian Institutes of Science Education & Research (IISERs) at Tirupati
(Andhra Pradesh) and Berhampur (Odisha). The total cost likely to be incurred
is Rs. 3074.12 crore (Non-Recurring: Rs.2366.48 crore and Recurring: 707.64
crore).

Cabinet approves merger of National Council for Vocational Training, NCVT
and National Skill Development Agency, NSDA to establish National Council for
Vocational Education and Training, NCVET

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the merger of the existing regulatory institutions in the skills space -
National Council for Vocational Training (NCVT) and the National Skill
Development Agency (NSDA) into the National Council for Vocational
Education and Training (NCVET).
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Cabinet approves closure of Biecco Lawrie Limited

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal for closure of the Biecco Lawrie
Limited (BLL) including giving Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS)/ Voluntary
Separation Scheme (VSS) to the employees of the Company.

The idling assets of BLL will be subsequently put into productive use after
meeting all the liabilities in accordance with the extant guidelines of the
Government.

 

24 Oct 2018

Cabinet approves signing and ratification of Extradition Treaty between India
and MalawiCabinet approves creation of one post of Director in the basic pay of
Rs. 2,25,000/- (fixed) plus NPA but not exceeding Rs.2,37,500/- each for new
AIIMS at Rae Bareli, Gorakhpur, Bathinda, Guwahati, Bilaspur and Deoghar

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved thecreation of one post of Director in the basic pay of Rs. 2,25,000/-
(fixed) plus NPA but not exceeding Rs.2,37,500/- each for new AIIMS at Rae
Bareli (Uttar Pradesh), Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh), Bathinda (Punjab), Guwahati
(Assam), Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh) and Deoghar (Jharkhand).

Cabinet approves Scheme for setting up of Indian Institute of Skills at different
locations across the country in PPP modes

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the for setting up of Indian Institute of Skills(IISs) at different locations across
the country in Public Private Partnership (PPP), which will be explored for
promotion of IIS at select locations based on demand and available
infrastructure.

Cabinet approves appointment of Adjudicating Authority and establishment of
Appellate Tribunal under Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions Act,
1988

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the appointment of Adjudicating Authority and establishment of Appellate
Tribunal under Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions Act(PBPT), 1988.

Cabinet approves MoU amongst BRICS nations regarding cooperation in the
social and labour sphere
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
its ex-post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) among
Brazil, Russian Federation, India, China, South Africa, regarding Cooperation in
the Social and Labour Sphere.The MoU was signed on 3rd August, 2018 during
BRICS Labour and Employment Ministers (LEM) Meeting.

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and Singapore
on setting up of a joint working group on FinTech

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
between India and Singapore in June, 2018 on the constitution of a Joint
Working Group (JWG) on FinTech.

Cabinet approves MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
and Certified Professional Accountants Afghanistan (CPA Afghanistan)

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and Certified Professional
Accountants Afghanistan (CPA Afghanistan). The MoU will establish mutual co-
operation framework in the areas of Capacity Building of "Afghanistan
Accountancy Board (AAB)", strengthening the IT Capacity and Quality
Assurance in Afghanistan through facilitating Knowledge Transfer; Students
and Members Exchange Programs; Conduct of Seminars, Conferences and
Joint Activities mutually beneficial to both the parties.

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding among BRICS Nations on
Environmental Cooperation

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
its ex-post facto approval for Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
among the BRICS Nations on Environmental Cooperation. The MoU was signed
during the 10th BRICS Summit in July, 2018 in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Cabinet approves signing of Bilateral Investment Agreement between India
Taipei Association in Taipei and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Center in
India

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the signing of Bilateral Investment Agreement (BIA) between India
Taipei Association (ITA) in Taipei and Taipei Economic and Cultural Center
(TECC) in India.

Cabinet approves National Monitoring Framework on Sustainable Development
Goals
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the constitution of a High Level Steering Committeefor periodically
reviewing and refining the National Indicator Framework (NIF) for monitoring of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with associated targets.

Creation of Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF)

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval for creation of special Fisheries and
Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF).

The approval entails an estimated fund size of Rs.7,522 crore, comprising
Rs.5,266.40 crore to be raised by the Nodal Loaning Entities (NLEs), Rs. 1,316.6
crore beneficiaries contribution and Rs.939.48 crore budgetary support from
the Government of India. National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), National Cooperatives Development Corporation (NCDC) and all
scheduled Banks (hereinafter referred as Banks) shall be the nodal Loaning
Entities.

 

Cabinet approves increase in supervisory visit charges for ASHA Facilitators

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the increase in supervisory visit charges for
ASHA Facilitators from Rs. 250/-per visit to Rs. 300/- per visit for 2018-2019 to
2019- 2020 w.e.f from October 2018 (to be paid in November, 2018). ASHA
Facilitator will undertake about 20 supervisory visits per month. With the
proposed increase, ASHA Facilitators would receive about Rs 6000 per month
against Rs 5000 per month that is an increase of Rs 1000/- per month.

Cabinet approves the New Railway Line between Bahraich and Khalilabad,
Uttar Pradesh

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved new Railway Line between Bahraich and
Khalilabad via Bhinga, Shravasti, Balrampur, Utraula, Domariyaganj, Mehdawal,
Bansi. The total length of the new Broad Gauge line will be 240.26 kilometers.

01 Nov 2018

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Morocco on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Agreement between India and Morocco on Mutual Legal Assistance in
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Criminal Matters.

Cabinet approves renaming of Jharsuguda Airport, Odisha as “Veer Surendra
Sai Airport, Jharsuguda”

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
renaming of Jharsuguda Airport, Odisha as “Veer Surendra Sai Airport,
Jharsuguda”

Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and the Russian Federation for the
development of cooperation in transport education; and MoC between India
and the Joint Stock Company "Russian Railways" on technical cooperation in...

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of the following two instruments, namely, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) and a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC), with Russia
on 5th October, 2018:

MoU with the Ministry of Transport of the Russian federation for the
development of cooperation in transport education for the development of
cooperation in transport education.

MoC with the Joint Stock Company "Russian Railways" (RZD) on technical
cooperation in the field of railways.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Korea for strengthening cooperation
in the field of Tourism

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Korea for strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism.

Cabinet approves moving a Resolution in the first Assembly of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) for amending the Framework Agreement of the ISA for
opening up the ISA membership to all countries that are members of ...

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-
post facto approval for moving a Resolution in the first Assembly of the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) for amending the Framework Agreement of
the ISA for opening up the ISA membership to all countries that are members of
the United Nations.

08 Nov 2018

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Morocco on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Civil and Commercial Matters
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Agreement between India and Morocco on Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil
and Commercial Matters.

Cabinet approves signing and ratifying the Extradition Agreement between
India and Morocco

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
signing and ratifying the Extradition Agreement between India and Morocco.
The Agreement will be signed during the proposed VIP visit from Morocco from
11-18 November 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Italy for continuing training and
education in the fields of Labour and Employment

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Italy for training
and education in the fields of Labour and Employment.

Cabinet approves leasing out six airports - Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow,
Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram and Mangaluru through PPP

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the following:

"In-principle" approval for leasing out six airports of AAI viz. Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram and Mangaluru for operation,
management and development under Public Private Partnership (PPP) through
Public Private Partnership Appraisal Committee (PPPAC).

Constitution of an Empowered Group of Secretaries headed by CEO, NITI
Aayog with Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Secretary, Department of
Economic Affairs and Secretary, Department of Expenditure to decide on any
issue falling beyond the scope of PPPAC.

 

Cabinet apprised of India joining as Member of Advanced Motor Fuels
Technology Collaboration Programme under International Energy Agency

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of India joining as Member of Advanced Motor Fuels Technology
Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP)under International Energy Agency (IEA)
on 9thMay, 2018. AMF TCP works under the framework of International Energy
Agency (IEA) to which India has "Association" status since 30thMarch, 2017.
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Cabinet approves Laying down procedure and mechanism for sale of enemy
shares

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the mechanism and procedure for sale of the enemy shares. Details are as
follows:

‘In principle’ approval has been accorded for sale of enemy shares under the
Custody of Ministry of Home Affairs/ Custodian of Enemy Property of India
(CEPI), as per sub-section 1 of section 8A of the Enemy Property Act, 1968.

Department of Investment and Public Asset Management has been authorized
under the provisions of sub-section 7 of section 8A of the Enemy Property Act,
1968, to sell the same.

Sale proceeds are to be deposited as disinvestment proceeds in the
Government Account maintained by Ministry of Finance.

 

Cabinet approves filling of Padur Strategic Petroleum Reserves at Padur,
Karnataka by overseas National Oil Companies

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the filling of Padur Strategic Petroleum Reserves(SPR) at Padur, Karnataka by
overseas National Oil Companies (NOCs). The SPR facility at Padur is an
underground rock cavern with a total capacity of 2.5 million metric tonnes
(MMT) having four compartments of 0.625 MMT each. The filling of the SPR
under PPP model is being undertaken to reduce budgetary support of
Government of India.

Cabinet approves Amendment to the Central Universities Act, 2009 for setting
up of Central Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved setting up of a Central Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh. The
"Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh" will be set up in Relli village of
Vizianagaram District as provided under the Thirteenth Schedule to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 (No. 6 of 2014). Cabinet has also approved
the provision of funds of Rs. 420 crore for the first phase expenditure towards
establishment of the Central Tribal University.

 

Cabinet approves strategic disinvestment of 100% Govt. of India’s equity in the
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Dredging Corporation of India Ltd. (DCIL)

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi has given ‘in principle’ approval for strategic disinvestment of
100% Government of India's shares in DCIL to consortium of four ports namely,
Vishakhapatnam Port Trust, Paradeep Port Trust, Jawahar Lal Nehru Port Trust
and Kandla Port Trust.

Cabinet approves Procurement Quota to M/s ITI Ltd. in procurements made by
BSNL, MTNL and BBNL

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved Procurement Quota to M/s ITI Ltd. in
procurements made by BSNL, MTNL and BBNL

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) today approved the
following proposal of Department of Telecommunications regarding
continuation of Procurement Quota for M/s ITI Limited.

13 Nov 2018

Cabinet condoles the demise of Shri Ananthkumar, Union Minister for
Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs

The Union Cabinet expressed profound sorrow at the sad demise of Shri
Ananthkumar, Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary
Affairs who passed away at 0150 Hrs. on 12.11.2018 in Bengaluru. In a
Resolution passed at a special Cabinet Meeting, the Cabinet noted that in his
passing away, the Nation has lost an experienced leader. The Cabinet met
today under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and
extended its heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family on behalf of the
Government and the entire nation.

22 Nov 2018

Cabinet approves extension of the term of the Commission to examine the
issue of Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes in the Central List till
31st May 2019

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the extension of the term of the Commission to examine the issue of
Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes in the Central List for six
months beyond 30th November, 2018 and till 31st May 2019.

Cabinet approves the Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018 for
regulation and standardisation of education and services by allied and
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healthcare professionals

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018 for regulation and
standardisation of education and services by allied and healthcare
professionals.The Bill provides for setting up of an Allied and Healthcare
Council of India and corresponding State Allied and Healthcare Councils which
will play the role of a standard-setter and facilitator for professions of Allied
and Healthcare.

Cabinet apprised of Agreement between India and Uzbekistan on Cooperation
in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of an Agreement on Cooperation in the field of Science, Technology
and Innovation between India and Uzbekistan. The Agreement was signed on
1st October 2018 at New Delhi in the presence of the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and President of Uzbekistan Mr. ShavkatMirayoyev, by the
Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr. Harsh Vardhan on
the  Ind ian  s ide  and Min is ter  o f  Innovat ive  Deve lopment ,  Mr .
IbrohimAbdurakhmanov on the Uzbek side.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Tajkistan on Cooperation on Youth
Matters

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
ex-post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
India and Tajikistan on Cooperation on Youth Matters.

Cabinet apprised of the MoU between Atal Innovation Mission, India and Fund
"Talent and Success", Russia for promotion of science & technology

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Atal Innovation
Mission, India and Fund "Talent and Success", Russia for promotion of science
& technology, strong foundation to the collaborative work through exchange of
students, teachers, researchers and scientists between both countries. The
MoU was signed on October 5, 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU with Mauritius on Consumer Protection and Legal
Metrology

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
MoU between India and Mauritius on Consumer Protection and Legal Metrology
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Cabinet approves setting up of Medical College at Silvassa in the UT of Dadra
and Nagar Haveli

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the setting up of Medical College at Silvassa in the Union Territory (UT) of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

Cabinet approves Commemoration of the 550th Birth Anniversary of Shri Guru
Nanak Devji

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
passed a Resolution to celebrate the 550th Birth Anniversary of Shri Guru
Nanak Devji, which falls next year, throughout the country and across the
globe, in a grand and befitting manner along with State Governments and the
Indian Missions abroad. Guru Nanak Devji's teachings of love, peace, equality
and brotherhood have eternal value.

Extension of Norms for Mandatory Packaging in Jute Materials

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval to expand the scope of mandatory
packaging norms under the Jute Packaging Material (JPM) Act, 1987 as follows:

The CCEA approved that 100% of the food grains and 20% of the sugar shall be
mandatorily packed in diversified jute bags. The decision to pack sugar in
diversified jute bags will give an impetus to the diversification of the jute
industry.

Initially 10% of the indents of jute bags for packing foodgrains would be placed
through reverse auction on the Gem portal. This will gradually usher in a
regime of price discovery.

 

Cabinet approves: i) Implementation of the umbrella scheme "Atmosphere &
Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems & Services"; ii) Sub-schemes
to continue during 2017-20; and iii) National Facility for Airborne Resea...

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved continuation of the nine sub-schemes of the
umbrella scheme "Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing
Systems & Services (ACROSS)" during 2017-2020 at an estimated cost of Rs.
1450 crore. It will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences through its
institutes namely India Meteorological Department (IMD), Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), National Centre for Medium Range Weather
Forecasting (NCMRWF), and Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
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Service(INCOIS).

06 Dec 2018

Cabinet approves MoC between India and Japan in the field of Environmental
Cooperation

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-
post facto approval to the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between India
and Japan. The MoC was signed on 29th October 2018 during the visit of
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India to Japan.

Cabinet approves revised Model MoU between India and foreign

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its
approval to the revised Model Memorandum of Understanding between the
Financial Intelligence Unit(FIU) – India (FIU-Ind) with its counterpart foreign
Financial Intelligence Units (FIUs) for exchange of information. The revised
Model MoU was drafted based on Egmont Group Secretariat revised Model
MoU 2014.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and the USA concerning Scientific and
Technical Cooperation in the Earth Sciences

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and the
United States of America (USA) concerning Scientific and Technical
Cooperation in the Earth Sciences. The MoU was signed on 1stNovember 2018.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and France in the field of energy
efficiency/energy conservation

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been
apprised of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and France in
the field of energy efficiency / energy conservation. The MoU was signed on
17th October 2018.

Cabinet approves Amendment of the JallianwalaBagh National Memorial Act,
1951

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Amendment of the JallianwalaBagh National Memorial Act, 1951.

Cabinet approves Agriculture Export Policy, 2018

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
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the Agriculture Export Policy, 2018. The Cabinet has also approved the
proposal for establishment of Monitoring Framework at Centre with Commerce
as the nodal Department with representat ion from various l ine
Ministries/Departments and Agencies and representatives of concerned State
Governments, to oversee the impleme
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SENATE PASSES CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM BILL
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Judiciary in India: its Structure, Organisation & Functioning,

Judges of SC & High Courts, Judgements and related Issues

The U.S. Senate on Tuesday overwhelmingly passed the First Step Act, a criminal justice reform
Bill, that would roll back what are seen as excessively punitive criminal justice policies that have
been in place since the crackdown on crime in the 1980s.

The Bill, which had wide bipartisan support (only 12 Republicans voted against it), makes it
easier for federal offenders to earn early release from prison, lowering mandatory federal
sentences, expanding job training and other interventions to reduce recidivism.

The Bill benefits federally convicted individuals, mostly serving drug offences. Major reforms
include reducing the disparity in how crack cocaine and powder cocaine offences are treated by
federal law — the differential treatment of the types of cocaine offences tends to be harsher on
African-American users. Some 2,000 federal offenders are likely to be impacted by this.

Second, the ‘three strikes’ rule, which mandated a life sentence for three drug felonies, will carry
a reduced 25-year sentence. Judges will also get more room to circumvent mandatory minimum
sentences and places restrictions on the practice of ‘stacking’ — where an offender could get
decades extra in jail for committing an offence while also carrying a firearm.

Earned time

The Bill also retroactively decreases jail time for good behaviour and gives inmates “earned
time” opportunities to be released to a halfway house or to be confined at home if they
participate in rehabilitation and vocational courses. Undocumented immigrants and some
classes of offenders are not eligible for these credits.

Criminal justice reform had started during the Obama administration and gained bipartisan
support with evangelical and libertarian conservatives supporting it. The cause brought together
unlikely allies from conservative donors like the Koch Brothers to the American Civil Liberties
Union. The President’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner, whose father had served a 14-month
sentence for witness tampering, tax evasion and illegal campaign finance, and celebrity Kim
Kardashian were among those who brought President Donald Trump on board with the
legislation.

But not all Republicans supported the Bill. Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas, who at 41 is one of
the youngsters in the Senate, decided to vote against it despite the Senate accepting his
amendments, which included restrictions on who was eligible for earned time credits.

“We ultimately need to make far greater reforms if we are to right the wrongs that exist in our
criminal justice system,” said Kamala Harris, Democratic Representative from California.

Mr. Trump, whose company, charities and campaign, are being investigated, seized the
bipartisan moment, which is seen as a win for him and the Republicans.

“America is the greatest Country in the world and my job is to fight for ALL citizens, even those
who have made mistakes. Congratulations to the Senate on the bi-partisan passing of a historic
Criminal Justice Reform Bill,” he said on Twitter.
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Leaders of the U.S. House said they expect the Bill to pass their chamber this week so
President Trump can sign it into law.

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.
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OPINION
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

It’s heads-up time again, beginning with the Top-10 issues for 2019 flagged by the Institute for
Human Rights and Business (IHRB), a London-based advocacy group. While it is important for
us in India to track global trends in this necessary arena, it’s also important to question some
assertions, and traces of a white-man’s-burden approach to analysis.

Yes, Myanmar is a top-of-the-mind instance of appalling human rights violations, from genocide
and displacement to “reduced freedom of expression”. But surely it doesn’t merit a solo display
under one of the Top-10 issues titled “Embedding International Standards in New Democracies”.

Relatively new democracies in its South-East Asian neighbourhood continue to be flagrant
violators of human rights in every aspect, including business. Relatively older South Asian
democracies, too, including India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan, besides “younger” Bangladesh,
Maldives, Nepal and Bhutan. Not a word. Nor a word on older European and American
democracies complicit in violations through wars in the Middle East and businesses across the
world. Not a word on Russia. It may pin down Myanmar, but it doesn’t absolve others.

The only matter that this country-specific cause célèbre offers as object lesson to others, as
IHRB’s list points out, is the possibility of the European Commission suspending Myanmar’s
tariff-free access on grounds of human rights violations. It’s tricky, though, as it could affect
apparel workers in Myanmar, but “unfortunately have no impact on the wider problems in
Rakhine (the Rohingya issue) and elsewhere”.

“Promoting Rights Through Sport” is authored by David Grevemberg (each Top-10 issue is
elaborated by practitioners), who is the CEO of the Commonwealth Games Federation.
Grevemberg highlights empowering work his organization has undertaken. He also makes this
confusing assertion: “The Commonwealth family was a bulwark in the fight against South African
Apartheid in 1970s and 80s.”

“Commonwealth” has historically meant the wealth and resources of all of Britain’s colonies were
common to Britain, which for long condoned Apartheid. Little “common” benefit exists today
across its former colonies in Asia, Africa and the Caribbean, beyond the abomination of the tag
and deification of British monarchy at such games.

Other issues in the heads-up are suitably reactive and proactive. “Eliminating Gender
Discrimination Within Workplaces and Across Wider Society” is worth every capitalization and
necessary to repeat through the down cycles of #MeToo. “Defending Rights Holders
Challenging Power” is crucial to ensure governments and business leaders don’t view the calling
out of “actions or inactions” of those implicated in human rights abuses “as enemies, but instead
as vital and legitimate actors in our shared society”.

“Safeguarding Rights of Workers on the Move”—migrant workers—is literally the lifeblood of this
most global of activities. Indeed, I would even suggest that, instead of focusing on often-flat
please-all, glib listings, organizations like IHRB publish deep-dives through “Year of the …”
reports to create enduring awareness and influence change.

“Measuring Performance to Move Shareholders” champions the necessity of businesses
measuring up on a human rights index. Readers of this column would recall its tracking the
progress of the Corporate Human Rights Benchmark. Even with implicit pitfalls like a “best in
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class” approach that can push a company to tart itself up though tick-marks and public relations,
it’s pathbreaking. (I shall discuss the 2018 rankings in a subsequent column.)

“Forging Remedy in Post-Conflict Scenarios” is surely worth deep dives with Colombia and,
closer home, in Nepal, and the Naga conflict in India—which this column investigates.
“Harnessing Technology to Respect Rights Across Trade and Transport Chains” is a nascent
field, equally practical and philosophical in its construct. And “Ensuring Dignity While Building
Infrastructure” intersects with migrant labour and gender issues, and could do with clearer pitch
and deeper dive.

But what does one do with “Upholding Rights in the Face of Massive Investments in Emerging
Economies”, a China-is-Peril point that criticizes the adverse financial, environmental, political,
geopolitical and human rights fallout of its Belt and Roads Initiative, among other things? China
will tinker where it needs to, get away with it where it can—just like most businesses.

This column focuses on conflict situations and the convergence of businesses and human rights
and runs on Thursdays.
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RIGHTS, REVISED: ON THE TRANSGENDER PERSONS
BILL, 2018
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution – Amendments, Schedules, and Important

Articles

The passage of a Bill in the Lok Sabha to secure the rights of transgender persons is a
progressive step towards extending constitutional protection to this highly marginalised
community. The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018, as passed, is an
improved version of the legislation introduced two years ago. The earlier draft was widely
perceived as falling short of the expectations of stakeholders and not adequately rights-based,
as envisaged by the Supreme Court in its landmark decision on transgender rights in 2014.
Experts, as well as the Standing Committee of Parliament on Social Justice and Empowerment,
had criticised the original definition of ‘transgender persons’ for violating the right to self-
determined identity. The revised definition omits the reference to a ‘neither male nor female’
formulation, and covers any person whose gender does not match the gender assigned at birth,
as well as transmen, transwomen, those with intersex variations, the gender-queer, and those
who designate themselves based on socio-cultural identities such as hijra, aravani, kinner and
jogta. The requirement that a district screening committee must recommend the issue of a
certificate to each transgender may be necessary to prevent misuse, but such a process goes
against the principle of self-identification, a key right the Supreme Court had protected. The
government has omitted the need to go through the same screening committee to get a revised
certificate after a transgender has sex reassignment surgery, but the medical certification
requirement remains. Transgender persons may question the need for such external gate-
keeping.

There are other legitimate concerns in the revised Bill, which will now go to the Rajya Sabha.
One refers to the bar on forcible separation of transgender persons from their families, except
through court orders. It has been revised to cover transgender children. Earlier it covered adults
as well, but the committee had noted that it was within the family that many transgender persons
faced harassment and abuse, and often felt driven to flee their homes. Another concern is that
the Bill criminalises begging by making it an offence for someone to compel or entice a
transgender person into seeking alms. When begging itself is no more seen as an offence, it
may harm the community if such a means of livelihood – in the absence of employment – is
criminalised. The Bill, unfortunately, does not give effect to the far-reaching directive of the
Supreme Court to grant backward class reservation to the transgender community. Nor have the
Standing Committee’s concerns about recognising civil rights in marriage, divorce and adoption
among them been addressed. There is much good intention behind the welfare provisions, but
social legislation is much more than high-minded clauses. It needs to be followed up with
zealous implementation and framing of deadlines to achieve specific objectives.

 

Maharashtra’s proposal on reservation for Marathas is bound to invite judicial scrutiny

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.
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LIVE ELECTRONIC EXCHANGE OF DATA BETWEEN
COURTS AND POLICE

Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Judiciary in India: its Structure, Organisation & Functioning,
Judges of SC & High Courts, Judgements and related Issues

Ministry Of Law & Justice

Live Electronic Exchange of data between Courts and
Police

Posted On: 19 DEC 2018 4:42PM by PIB Delhi

eCourts has now become interoperable with other pillars of the criminal justice delivery system.
In a landmark achievement, a pilot was inaugurated on 15th December, 2018 by Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Madan B. Lokur, Chairman of Inter-operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) and Judge-
In-Charge eCommittee, Supreme Court of India through Video Conferencing, in the State of
Telangana at Warangal through Live Electronic Exchange of data between Courts and Police.

Inter-operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) is an ambitious project aiming to integrate the
Crime and Criminals Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS) project with the e-courts and e-
prisons databases, as well as with other pillars of the criminal justice system such as Forensics,
Prosecution, and Juvenile homes in a phased manner.

The eCourts project aiming at computerisation of district and subordinate courts across the
country has reached the final stages of implementation, achieving all the objectives of the
mission mode project. The eCourts has now ICT enabled 16,755 district and subordinate courts
around the country. National Judicial Data Grid as an output of the project hosts a dynamic
repository of over 10 crores cases and provides case information online to all stakeholders.
Delivery of citizen centric court case information services is now a reality, through web, email,
SMS, Mobile application, kiosks and Judicial Service Centres.

CCTNS, one of the pillars of the ICJS, makes police functioning citizen friendly and more
transparent by automating the functioning of police stations. It provides the Investigating Officers
with tools, technology, and information to facilitate investigation of crime and detection of
criminals.

Dr. Alok Srivastava, Secretary (Justice) speaking during the event lauded the efforts of the
eCommittee, National Informatics Centre and the Police Department of Telangana for integrating
the two pillars. The integration between these two crucial pillars of the criminal justice delivery
system i.e., courts and police stations is central to the success of the Inter-operable Criminal
Justice System. With the digital interoperability between courts and police achieved today In
Warangal , the stage is now set for all other districts of Telangana as well as other states to
utilise the available IT systems in judiciary as well as police, and integrate both the pillars. It is
now crucial for all other pillars also, such as prisons, Forensics, Prosecution, and Juvenile
homes to computerize and evolve IT systems and integrate with eCourts. The readiness of the
eCourts system to integrate with other pillars was highlighted.

Now Courts can consume live data of FIR and Charge-Sheet from police. If FIR is ready in
electronic form in system of police, ICJS interface will indicate to the Court that about readiness
to FIR data to be consumed. On consumption Court will get details of FIR Number, names of the
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accused, details of the offence, Time, date, place of occurrence, details of arrest etc. Courts will
be able to consume this live electronic data from police. In reciprocation, Courts will send all
remand details, bail details, property release etc. to police. Police will be able to see the updates
of each FIR and will also be able to see orders passed by the Court in remand, bail or release of
property.

When Charge Sheet is ready in electronic form with Police, it will be notified through ICJS
interface, and Courts will consume the charge sheet data. On such consumption Courts will get
details about names of the accused and their details, names of victim and their details, names of
witnesses and their details, and name of the Investigating officer etc.  Apart from these details,
Acts, sections, date of arrest, on bail or in jail, other details of offence, charge sheet number, FIR
Number will be sent to Court. Court can consume this data and accept the same in Case
Information System. In reciprocation, Court will send CNR Number link to Police, the link of CNR
number will give all the details of case, parties, advocates, date of registration, first hearing and
next hearing date and entire history of the case and business recorded.

Police will continue to get updates along with all the details of the case from day to day with the
help of CNR Number link until final termination of case. Police will get orders and Judgements
passed by the Court from time to time including final order or judgment that may be passed in a
given case.
This exchange of electronic data between Courts and Police will have multiple advantages.

Both the system will be able to get real time updates,1.
Auto generation of processes and its electronic transmission will be done in second
phase.

2.

System can easily monitor under trial prisoner with correct and updated information3.
Both the system can get alerts about the period of detention undergone by the under
trial prisoner.

4.

Absconding accused and accused on proclamation and non bailable warrants can
now be brought to justice more effectively and quickly.

5.

 

NNK/MD

(Release ID: 1556649) Visitor Counter : 239
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NOTA: NOT A DECISIVE FACTOR
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Elections, Election Commission and the Electoral Reforms in

India

Ever since voters have been provided the ‘None of the Above’ (NOTA) option if they do not want
to vote for any of the candidates in the fray, political parties now cite many voters having chosen
NOTA as a reason for losing an election. This may be true in very close contest, when voters
are in small numbers and the margin of victory and defeat is rather small. But overall, there has
hardly been any election in India where NOTA has been instrumental in altering an electoral
verdict.

In the recent round of elections to five State Assemblies (Telangana, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Mizoram and Chhattisgarh), where the margin of votes between the main contenders,
the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was narrow —for example only 0.1% in
Madhya Pradesh and about 0.5% in Rajasthan — the BJP cited NOTA voting as among the
main reason for its defeat. However, had the Congress been in the BJP’s position, it too would
have blamed NOTA. Thus NOTA is a convenient political scapegoat. Even voters have started
to believe that NOTA has become a very important factor in Indian elections.

In the recent State Assembly elections, the results indicate a decline in NOTA votes in four
States, Telangana being the only exception. The decline was from 1.9% to 1.4% in Madhya
Pradesh; 1.9% to 1.3% in Rajasthan; 3.0% to 1.9% in Chhattisgarh; and 0.6% to 0.4% in
Mizoram. In Telangana, there was a marginal increase from 0.7% to 1.0%. The data show no
bigger attraction for NOTA in these five States in the last five years. It is the same in States
other than these five which have gone to the polls in recent years.

In the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, only 1.08% voters opted for NOTA nationally. There was
hardly any significant NOTA vote except in Puducherry where 3% voters opted for it and 2.8% in
Meghalaya. In a number of States, the NOTA votes were in the range of 1-1.5% of the total
votes polled. When the average size of a Lok Sabha constituency is about 27 lakh voters, it is
difficult to imagine that a small percentage of votes could alter electoral outcomes in a large
number of constituencies.

It is widely believed, and true to some extent, that NOTA could be a useful tool (such as in a
local body election) if constituencies are smaller in size, with fewer voters. But this is still not
seen as a viable option among voters even in a State Assembly election. The preference for
NOTA in Assembly constituencies reflects the trend of the 2014 Lok Sabha elections. An
average Assembly constituency in a State in the Hindi heartland has about 4-5 lakh voters; a
small number of voters opting for NOTA will hardly affect the overall electoral outcome. There
may be instances of a significant number of constituencies where NOTA votes may be higher
than the margin of victory, but, normally, such seats are also divided between various political
parties in proportion to their share of victories.

There was such a situation in these Assembly elections. In Madhya Pradesh, there were at least
23 Assembly constituencies where NOTA votes were more than the margin of victory. Of these,
10 were won by the BJP while 12 went to the Congress. The Burhanpur Assembly seat was won
by an independent. In Rajasthan, in the close contest between the Congress and the BJP in 16
Assembly seats, NOTA votes were higher than the victory margin, but these seats were evenly
distributed between both parties. Of these 16 Assembly seats, eight went to the BJP and seven
to the Congress. An independent candidate won the Marwar Junction seat by 251 votes. In
Chhattisgarh, there were eight such Assembly seats, with three going to the BJP, two to the
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Congress and three to the Janta Congress Chhattisgarh.

In the 2013 Assembly elections in Rajasthan, even when the BJP led the Congress by 12%
votes there were 11 Assembly seats where NOTA votes were more than the victory margin (six
went to the BJP, three to the Congress and two by National People’s Party). It was not different
in Madhya Pradesh in the same year when the BJP led the Congress by 8% votes . Of the 26
Assembly seats where NOTA votes were higher than the victory margin, 14 went to the BJP, 10
to the Congress, one to the Bahujan Samaj Party while the Sehore seat was won by an
independent. Even in Chhattisgarh, that year, of the 15 Assembly seats where NOTA votes were
more than the victory margin, eight went to the BJP and seven to the Congress. So can we say
that NOTA is more important in these elections compared to the past?

Sanjay Kumar, a Professor, is the Director of Centre for the Study of Developing Societies
(CSDS). The views expressed are personal

The government’s maternity benefit programme must be implemented better and comply with
the Food Security Act
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AGAINST THE MANDATE FOR INCLUSION: THE
TRANSGENDER PERSONS BILL 2018
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution – Amendments, Schedules, and Important

Articles

The transgender community has once again been let down, as the Lok Sabha passed the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018 in a hurry amid ongoing protests over the
Rafale deal. The Bill, ostensibly aiming to protect transgender persons’ rights, has been drafted
hastily, with no real understanding of gender identity and expression. This was made amply
clear in the original draft, with the offensive and unscientific definition of a transgender person as
someone who is “neither wholly male nor wholly female”. After several submissions made by the
transgender community and the recommendations of a parliamentary standing committee, the
definition of transgender has been rectified and made inclusive of diverse gender identities.

However, all nuance of people’s self-identified gender expression is lost in the Bill. It proposes
setting up a District Screening Committee comprising five people, including a medical officer and
a psychiatrist to certify a transgender person. This process is in direct violation of the Supreme
Court’s directions in National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India (or NALSA), 2014 that
affirmed the right to self-determination of gender as male, female or transgender without the
mandate of any medical certificate or sex-reassignment surgery (SRS). In fact, NALSA had
clearly directed that “any insistence for SRS for declaring one’s gender is immoral and illegal”.

All you need to know about the Transgender Persons Bill, 2016

Drafted by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in 2016, the Bill was met with
immediate protests from the transgender and intersex community as it has several provisions
that take away from the rights accorded through NALSA while injecting disempowering and
regressive clauses. The Bill does not provide for employment opportunities through reservations,
disregarding the directions of the Court in NALSA “to treat them as socially and educationally
backward classes of citizens and extend all kinds of reservation in cases of admission in
educational institutions and for public appointments.”

To make matters worse, the Bill criminalises begging, thereby targeting transgender persons
who rely on begging for sustenance. Such provisions disregard the lived realities of transgender
persons for whom begging often is the last resort. In fact, provisions such as these could give
immunity to the police to exert force on transgender persons and “rehabilitate” them in beggars’
homes or detention centres against their will. Such harsh measures of detaining marginalised
individuals under the garb of rehabilitation have also been criticised by the Delhi High Court in
Harsh Mander v. Union of India, 2018, declaring provisions of the Bombay Prevention of
Begging Act, 1959 as unconstitutional on grounds that it violates Article 14 (equality before the
law) and Article 21 (right to life and personal liberty), and affects the rights of persons who have
no other means of sustenance but to beg.

The Bill fails to extend protection to transgender persons who might be victims of sexual assault
or rape, as the Indian Penal Code recognises rape in strict terms of men and women as
perpetrator and victim, respectively. While the Bill makes “sexual abuse” punishable, with a
disproportionate punishment of imprisonment only up to two years, it does not define the acts
that constitute sexual offences, making it complicated for transgender persons to report such
crimes and access justice. Moreover, the Bill does not grapple with the realisation of civil rights
such as marriage, civil partnership, adoption and property rights, thereby continuing to deprive



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

transgender persons of their fundamental rights and the constitutional guarantee provided by the
Supreme Court in NALSA.

Transgender persons have faced prejudice, discrimination and disdain for years, and it is
dehumanising to deny them their dignity, personhood and, above all, their basic human rights.
The Bill in its present form continues to push them into obscurity, making a mockery of their lives
and struggles by failing to secure for them their constitutional rights.

The need of the hour is a robust Bill with strong anti-discrimination provisions that will remedy
the historical injustices faced by the transgender community, which continues to fight for the
most basic rights even today. The community has its hopes pinned on the Rajya Sabha. It is
hoped that the Bill will be revised and brought in line with the NALSA judgment to ensure full
realisation of transgender persons’ fundamental rights.

Ajita Banerjie is a researcher on gender and sexuality rights based in New Delhi.
banerjie.ajita@gmail.com
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DR JITENDRA SINGH LAUNCHES IGOT (INTEGRATED
GOVERNMENT ONLINE TRAINING PROGRAMME)
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Provisions related to UPSC, State PSCs and Civil Services in

India, and their Role in Democracy

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

Dr Jitendra Singh launches iGOT (Integrated Government
Online Training Programme)

Hybrid Course on Administrative Laws launched

Minister launches RTI Portal on Judgments/Orders of
Supreme Court, High Courts and CIC

Posted On: 20 DEC 2018 6:20PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern Region
(DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr
Jitendra Singh launched the iGOT (Integrated Government Online Training Programme)
developed by Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, here today. It will augment the existing training mechanism with online module-based
training coupled with certification. This will make training inputs available to government servant
on site and on flexitime basis. The initiative aims at “Competent Civil Services for Good
Governance”. He also launched Hybrid Course on Administrative Laws developed by DoPT in
collaboration with the premier law school, National Law School of India University (NLSIU),
Bengaluru.

On the occasion, RTI Portal on Judgments/Orders of Supreme Court, High Courts and CIC, was
also launched that will provide a learning environment for all stakeholders under which a
repository on the landmark cases on the RTI will be available at one place.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Jitendra Singh said that Ministry of Personnel has undertaken
various initiatives in the last four and a half years. He said that the launch of these initiatives on
the eve of Good Governance Day shows Government’s commitment to ‘maximum governance,
minimum government’. He also spoke about the initiatives taken by DARPG. He added that the
number of grievances has increased due to prompt response of the Department. But awareness
needs to be generated in society about grievance disposal mechanism, he added. He said that
during the last four years, the participation of districts has increased in the Civil Services Day
awards, which has transformed the whole process. Commenting on the RTI Portal on
Judgments/Orders of Supreme Court, High Courts and CIC, he said that this is an extension of
online RTI mechanism that is available to the users. Speaking on the improvements made by
DoPT in the training programmes, the Minister said that the training programmes of India are
now being acknowledged worldwide. He further said that ‘Anubhav’ initiative of the Ministry is a
good base for research activities and now the department is in the process of preparing a
manual based on these write-ups. The Minister also urged the state Governments to adopt
these initiatives towards good governance and improved training techniques.
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The DoPT Secretary Dr C. Chandramouli said that the launch of the initiatives today is yet
another milestone which aims at capacity building of Government officers. He said that
appropriate training is of vital importance for public service delivery. This online programme is a
part of overall ‘Digital India’ flagship programme of the Government. The DoPT will encourage
and keep adding more programmes to this platform, he added.

Secretary, DARPG & Pensions, Shri K.V. Eapen said that Department of Pensions has taken
several initiatives for the benefit of pensioners such as organising First Pension Adalat, root
cause analysis of the grievances and issuing Digital Life Certificates etc. He said that recently
many changes have been incorporated in National Pension System (NPS) based on the
recommendations of a committee of Government.

iGOT (Integrated Government Online Training Programme)

The National Training Policy-2012 mandates that all civil servants will be provided with training
to equip them with the competencies for their current or future jobs.  The current structure of
training for Government servants including domestic and foreign training is mostly available to
very small section of the government servants.  However, consequent upon some recent
initiatives undertaken by Department of Personnel and Training, Government of India aimed at
providing training to cutting edge level functionaries in the Central/State Governments,
significant changes have taken place.  The outreach of the existing training setup is very limited
in view of the large workforce employed in various States/UT Governments. The Integrated
Government Online Training Programme (iGOT) launched by Minister will augment the existing
training mechanism with online module-based training coupled with certification.  This will make
training inputs available to government servant on site and on flexitime basis.  Furthermore, the
training will be focussed and targeted to the requirement of the officials. 

The e-Learning mode provides unparalleled opportunities for training to a large number of civil
servants scattered all over the country. The latest technologies make available vast resources of
learning material and online courses, providing the individuals enormous choices and flexibility
in learning.  The online training programme through Massive Online Open Courses mechanism
would be a platform to bring together the numerous Government and other training institutions
for providing a single point of access to the repository of training resources. This will provide a
broad training eco-system creating synergies across various premier training institutes of the
country and will cater to the training needs which can encompass all the officials in the entire
hierarchy of Central and State Governments. This platform will ultimately build a large training
eco-system. The training courses under this programme will be accessible through DoPT’s web
portal.  Among the bouquet of Training Courses on offer through this initiative are those offered
by MIT, USA too.   DoPT has collaborated with JPAL, South Asia and MIT, USA to launch MITx
Micro Master Programmes for the government servants.

Hybrid Course on Administrative Laws

The DoPT, realising the need for training inputs in Administrative Laws, has collaborated with
the premier law school, National Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bengaluru to develop
and offer Long Term Diploma programme and Short Term Courses in these areas. The courses
to be delivered by NLSIU have been launched by Minister today.  

 RTI Portal on Judgments/Orders of Supreme Court, High Courts and CIC

The Right to Information (RTI) Portal on Judgments/Orders of Supreme Court, High Courts and
CIC has been developed by Institute of Secretariat Training and Management (ISTM), New
Delhi. This Portal will provide a learning environment for all stakeholders under which a
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repository on the landmark cases on the RTI will be available at one place.  The Portal also
makes available the gist of the replies given by Central Public Information Officers (CPIOs), First
Appellate Authorities as well as the Supreme Court.  It will be helpful in learning the latest trends
of implementation of RTI Act as the judgments/orders given by Central Information Commission,
High Courts and Supreme Court are always a crucial source to track the developments on this
subject. 

The senior officers of the Ministry were also present on the occasion.

******

BB/NK/PK/SS

(Release ID: 1556869) Visitor Counter : 226

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-12-21

INTER-STATE RIVER WATER SHARING DISPUTES
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Issues and Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure,

Dispute Redressal Mechanisms, and the Centre-State Relations

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation

Inter-State River Water Sharing Disputes

Posted On: 20 DEC 2018 3:03PM by PIB Delhi

The Parliament has enacted Inter-State River Water Disputes (ISRWD) Act, 1956 for
adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter-State rivers and river valley thereof. When any
request under the said Act is received from any State Government in respect of any water
dispute on the inter-State rivers and the Central Government is of the opinion that the water
dispute cannot be settled by negotiations, the Central Government constitutes a Water Disputes
Tribunal for the adjudication of the water dispute. Currently, 5 water disputes Tribunals are
active, details of which are given in Annexure.

In order to further streamline the adjudication of inter-State river water disputes, the Inter-State
River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2017 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister for
WR, RD & GR on 14.03.2017 by amending the existing ISRWD Act, 1956. The Bill envisages to
constitute a standalone Tribunal with permanent establishment and permanent office space and
infrastructure so as to obviate with the need to set up a separate Tribunal for each water dispute
which is invariably a time consuming process. In the proposed Bill, there is a provision for
establishment of a Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) by the Central Government for
resolving amicably, the inter- State water disputes within a maximum period of one year and six
months. Any dispute, which cannot be settled by negotiations shall be referred to the Tribunal for
its adjudication. The dispute so referred to the Tribunal shall be assigned by the Chairperson of
the Tribunal to a Bench of the Tribunal for adjudication. The proposed amendments in the Bill
will speed up the adjudication of water disputes referred to it. The Bill was referred to
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Water Resources for examination. The Standing
Committee has submitted its recommendation on the Bill vide Lok Sabha Secretariat letter dated
11.08.2017 in the form of ‘Nineteenth Report of Standing Committee on Water Resources on
The Inter-State River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2017’. Accordingly, the Ministry has
prepared draft Cabinet Note for Official Amendments to Inter-State River Water Disputes
(Amendment) Bill, 2017.

 

ANNEXURE

 

Status of active Inter-State Water Disputes Tribunals relating to the sharing of river water

S.
No

N a m e  o f
Tribunal

S t a t e s
concerned

D a t e  o f
constitution

Present Status

 
Krishna Water
D i s p u t e s
Tribunal -II

K a r n a t a k a ,
T e l e n g a n a ,
A n d h r a

April, 2004

Repor t  and  dec i s ion  g i ven  on
30.12.2010. Further report given by the
Tribunal on 29.11.2013.  However, as
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Pradesh and
Maharashtra

per Supreme Court  Order dated
16.9.2011, till further order, decision
taken by the Tribunal on references
filed by States and Central Government
shall not be published in the official
Gazette. As such, matter is sub-judice.
Term of the Tribunal was extended for a
period of two years w.e.f. 1st August,
2014 to address the terms of reference
as contained in section 89 of Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014.
Thereafter, the term of the Tribunal has
been extended thrice for period of one
year latest being w.e.f. 01.08.2018. The
matter is under adjudication in the
Tribunal. Further, the Government of
Telengana has filed a SLP 33623-26 of
2014 and WP(C) 545 of 2015 in the
Supreme Court in the matter. The
matter is thus sub-judice.

 

M a h a n a d i
W a t e r
D i s p u t e s
Tribunal

O d i s h a  a n d
Chhattisgarh 12th March, 2018

The Government of Odisha had filed a
complaint dated 19.11.2016 with the
Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
under Section 3 of the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act, 1956 read with
Inter-State River Water Dispute Rules,
1959. The Government of Odisha has
requested Union Government for
Constitution of a Tribunal under Section
4 (1) of the Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act, 1956 for adjudication of
the water disputes in respect of the
Inter-state River Mahanadi and its basin
between the riparian States of Odisha
and Chhat t isgarh and refer  the
complaint to the Tribunal under Section
5 (1) of the Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act, 1956.
T h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s
constituted Mahanadi Water Disputes
Tr ibunal  v ide Not i f icat ion dated
12 .03 .2018 .  Subsequen t l y ,  t he
reference was made to the Tribunal
under Section 5(1) of the ISRWD Act,
1956 on17.04.2018. The matter is thus
under adjudication in the Tribunal.

 

M a h a d a y i
W a t e r
D i s p u t e s
Tribunal

G o a ,
Karnataka and
Maharashtra

November, 2010
Howeve r ,  v i de
notification dated
13.11.2014
 date of reckoning

Report and Decision u/s 5(2) of ISRWD
Act, 1956 has been submitted to
Central Government on 14.08.2018.
The State of Goa filed an application
under section 5(3) of the Act on
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of the constitution
of the Tribunal is
w.e.f. 21.08.2013

20.08.2018. The matter is thus under
adjudication in the Tribunal.

 
Ravi & Beas
W a t e r
Tribunal

P u n j a b ,
Haryana and
Rajasthan

April, 1986

Report and decision under section 5(2)
g i v e n  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 8 7 .
Clarification/explanation sought from
the Tribunal under Section 5(3) of the
sa id  Ac t  by  t he  pa r t y  S ta tes .
Presidential Reference 1 of 2004 was
made on the Punjab Termination of
Agreements Act, 2004. The Hon’ble
Supreme Court has pronounced the
judgement on Presidential Reference in
negative. Further, Government of
Haryana has filed IA No. 6 of 2016 in
OS No. 6 of 1996 in the matter. The
matter is subjudice.

 

Vansadhara
W a t e r
D i s p u t e s
Tribunal

A n d h r a
P r a d e s h
&Odisha

February, 2010
However, as per
t h e  S u p r e m e
Court order the
date of reckoning
of the constitution
of the Tribunal is
w.e.f. 17.9.2012

The Tribunal has submitted its report to
the Central Government under Section
5(2) of the ISRWD Act, 1956 on
13.09.2017. Further, State of Odisha
and the Central Government have filed
reference under Section 5(3) of the
ISRWD Act, 1956 on 11.12.2017 and
12.12.2017 respectively. The matter is
thus under adjudication in the Tribunal.

 

This information was given by Union Minister of State for Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****
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LS PANEL SUGGESTS AUTOMATIC SUSPENSION
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Parliament - structure, functioning, conduct of business,

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these

The Rules Committee of the Lok Sabha, an advisory body to Speaker Sumitra Mahajan, on
Friday suggested “automatic suspension” of members who troop into the Well of the House or
disrupt the proceedings despite being repeatedly warned by the Speaker.

But the Congress member in the committee, Shashi Tharoor, had written to the Lok Sabha
Secretary-General, objecting to the short notice given for the meeting.

A draft report, however, has recommended automatic suspension of MPs causing “grave
disorder and wilful obstruction by coming into the well of the House” for five consecutive sittings.
This draft will now be examined by the Lok Sabha Secretariat and the Speaker’s office before
being placed before the Rules Committee for final approval.

Right now, the Speaker or the Chair has to name a disrupting MP on the floor of the House to
suspend for five consecutive days by invoking rule 374(1) of the Lok Sabha’s Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business, which deals with suspension.
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THE CASE AGAINST SURVEILLANCE
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution - Features & Significant Provisions related

to Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties

Last week, a Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) notification authorising 10 Central agencies to
intercept, monitor, and decrypt online communications and data caused a furore in both
Parliament and the wider civil society. The notification was described as an incremental step
towards a surveillance state. The government’s defence was equally swift: it protested that the
notification created no new powers of surveillance. It was only issued under the 2009
Information Technology Rules, sanctioned by the previous United Progressive Alliance
government. The 10 agencies had not been given a blank check; rather, specific surveillance
requests, the government contended, still had to be authorised by the MHA in accordance with
law.

But whatever one makes of the government’s defence, the MHA notification lays bare the
lopsided character of the surveillance framework in India, and highlights an urgent need for
comprehensive reform.

The existing surveillance framework is complex and confusing. Simply put, two statutes control
the field: telephone surveillance is sanctioned under the 1885 Telegraph Act (and its rules),
while electronic surveillance is authorised under the 2000 Information Technology Act (and its
rules). The procedural structure in both cases is broadly similar, and flows from a 1997 Supreme
Court judgment: surveillance requests have to be signed off by an official who is at least at the
level of a Joint Secretary.

Full text of Union Home Ministry’s computer surveillance order

There are three features about the current regime. First, it is bureaucratised. Decisions about
surveillance are taken by the executive branch (including the review process), with no
parliamentary or judicial supervision; indeed, the fact that an individual will almost never know
that she is being surveilled means that finding out about surveillance, and then challenging it
before a court, is a near-impossibility.

Second, the surveillance regime is vague and ambiguous. Under Section 69 of the IT Act, the
grounds of surveillance have been simply lifted from Article 19(2) of the Constitution, and pasted
into the law. They include very wide phrases such as “friendly relations with foreign States” or
“sovereignty and integrity of India”.

Third, and flowing from the first two features, the regime is opaque. There is almost no
information available about the bases on which surveillance decisions are taken, and how the
legal standards are applied. Indeed, evidence seems to suggest that there are none: a 2014 RTI
request revealed that, on an average, 250 surveillance requests are approved every day. It
stands to reason that in a situation like this, approval resembles a rubber stamp more than an
independent application of mind.

To arguments such as these, there is a stock response: the right to privacy is not absolute.
Surveillance is essential to ensure national security and pre-empt terrorist threats, and it is in the
very nature of surveillance that it must take place outside the public eye. Consequently, the
regime is justified as it strikes a pragmatic balance between the competing values of privacy and
security.
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Centre’s surveillance order challenges Supreme Court verdict on privacy: experts

This is a familiar argument, but it must be examined more closely. First, let us clear a basic
misconception: it is nobody’s case that privacy is absolute. The staunchest civil rights advocates
will not deny that an individual reasonably suspected of planning a terrorist attack should be
placed under surveillance. The debate, therefore, is not about ‘whether surveillance at all’, but
about ‘how, when, and what kind of surveillance’.

In this context, the evidence demonstrates clearly that a heavily bureaucratised and minimally
accountable regime of surveillance does nothing to enhance security, but does have significant
privacy costs. For example, while examining the U.S. National Security Agency’s programme of
mass surveillance, an American court found that out of more than 50 instances where terrorist
attacks had been prevented, not even a single successful pre-emption was based on material
collected from the NSA’s surveillance regime. Indeed, such a system often has
counterproductive effects: a government that is not checked in any meaningful way will tend to
go overboard with surveillance and, in the process, gather so much material that actually vital
information can get lost in the noise. In the famous ‘privacy-security trade-off’, therefore, it is
exceedingly important to assess the balance on the basis of constitutional principles and
fundamental rights, rather than blindly accepting the government’s rhetoric of national security.

After the Supreme Court’s 2017 judgment in K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (‘the right to
privacy case’), the constitutional contours within which the questions of ‘how, when, and what
kind’ have to be answered have been made clear. Any impingement upon the right to privacy
must be proportionate. One of the factors of the proportionality standard is that the government’s
action must be the least restrictive method by which a state goal is to be realised. In other
words, if the same goal — i.e., protecting national security — can be achieved by a smaller
infringement upon fundamental rights, then the government is constitutionally bound to adopt the
method that does, indeed, involve minimal infringement.

Under these parameters, there is little doubt that on the three counts described above — its
bureaucratic character, its vagueness, and its opacity — the existing surveillance framework is
unconstitutional, and must be reconsidered. To start with, it is crucial to acknowledge that every
act of surveillance, whether justified or not, involves a serious violation of individual privacy; and
further, a system of government surveillance has a chilling effect upon the exercise of rights,
across the board, in society. Consequently, given the seriousness of the issue, a surveillance
regime cannot have the executive sitting in judgment over the executive: there must be
parliamentary oversight over the agencies that conduct surveillance. They cannot simply be
authorised to do so through executive notifications. And equally important, all surveillance
requests must necessarily go before a judicial authority, which can apply an independent legal
mind to the merits of the request, in light of the proportionality standards discussed above.

Second, judicial review will not achieve much if the grounds of surveillance remain as broad and
vaguely worded as they presently are. Therefore, every surveillance request must mandatorily
specify a probable cause for suspicion, and also set out, in reasonably concrete terms, what it is
that the proposed target of surveillance is suspected of doing. As a corollary, evidence obtained
through unconstitutional surveillance must be statutorily stipulated to be inadmissible in court.

And last, this too will be insufficient if surveillance requests are unopposed — it will be very
difficult for a judge to deny a request that is made behind closed doors, and with only one side
presenting a case. There must exist, consequently, a lawyer to present the case on behalf of the
target of surveillance — even though, of course, the target herself cannot know of the
proceedings.
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To implement the suggestions above will require a comprehensive reform of the surveillance
framework in India. Such a reform is long overdue. This is also the right time: across the world,
there is an increasingly urgent debate about how to protect basic rights against encroachment
by an aggressive and intrusive state, which wields the rhetoric of national security like a sword.
In India, we have the Supreme Court’s privacy judgment, which has taken a firm stand on the
side of rights. Citizens’ initiatives such as the Indian Privacy Code have also proposed legislative
models for surveillance reform. We now need the parliamentary will to take this forward.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer. Disclaimer: he assisted in the drafting of the Indian
Privacy Code (saveourprivacy.in), a draft data protection law that proposes surveillance reform
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IMPLEMENTING NOTA IN THE RIGHT SPIRIT
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Elections, Election Commission and the Electoral Reforms in

India Incl. Political Parties

In People’s Union For Civil Liberties v. Union Of India (September 27, 2013), the Supreme Court
had ruled that a None of the Above (NOTA) option “may be provided in EVMs” so that voters are
able to exercise their “right not to vote while maintaining their right of secrecy”. On October 29
that year, the Election Commission of India (ECI) said that if a situation arose where the number
of NOTA votes exceeded the number of votes polled by any of the candidates, the candidate
with the highest number of votes would be declared winner. This, it said, was in accordance with
Rule 64 of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.

This provision made the NOTA option almost redundant. While it ensured confidentiality for a
voter who did not want to choose any of the candidates and yet wished to exercise her
franchise, the provision clarified that a NOTA vote would not have any impact on the election
result, which is what interests candidates, political parties, and voters. Soon after this,
candidates began campaigning against NOTA, telling voters that choosing the option meant
wasting a vote.

The ECI seemed to have completely overlooked the spirit of the judgment, illustrated in the
following excerpts: “For democracy to survive, it is essential that the best available men should
be chosen as people’s representatives... This can be best achieved through men of high moral
and ethical values, who win the elections on a positive vote. Thus, in a vibrant democracy, the
voter must be given an opportunity to choose NOTA..., which will... compel the political parties to
nominate a sound candidate (emphasis added).

“Democracy is all about choice. This choice can be better expressed by giving the voters an
opportunity to verbalize themselves unreservedly and by imposing least restrictions on their
ability to make such a choice. By providing NOTA button in the EVMs, it will accelerate the
effective political participation in the present state of democratic system and the voters... will be
empowered. We are of the... view that in bringing out this right to cast negative vote at a time
when electioneering is in full swing, it will foster the purity of the electoral process and also fulfil
one of its objectives, namely, wide participation of people (emphasis added).

“When the political parties will realize that a large number of people are expressing their
disapproval with the candidates... there will be a systemic change and the political parties will be
forced to accept the will of the people and field candidates who are known for their integrity
(emphasis added).”

The State Election Commission (SEC) of Maharashtra was the first to understand the spirit of
the judgment. It issued a reasoned order on June 13 saying, “If it is noticed while counting, that
NOTA has received highest number of valid votes, then the said election for that particular seat
shall be countermanded and fresh elections shall be held for such post.” This was
commendable, but it stopped short of giving NOTA the teeth that the court wanted. It meant that
the same candidates could contest the new election, which meant that the result could be the
same as earlier.

NOTA: More than just an option

It was not long before the final correction came forth. The SEC of Haryana, in an order dated
November 22, stated that if “all the contesting candidates individually receive lesser votes than...
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NOTA,” then not only would “none of the contesting candidates be declared as elected,” but “all
such contesting candidates who secured less votes than NOTA shall not be eligible to re-file the
nomination/contest the re-election.”

The two SECs are within the ambit of the Constitution and various Supreme Court judgments to
issue these orders for various reasons: they have powers identical to the ECI for elections that
take place in their jurisdictions; they have plenary powers to issue directions in areas related to
the conduct of elections where there is no specific legislation, till such time as Parliament or the
State Assembly enacts such legislation; and there is no specific legislation pertaining to NOTA.

With two SECs showing the way, the remaining SECs and the ECI should follow suit so that
political parties are compelled to nominate sound candidates, and are forced to accept the will of
the people, as desired by the highest court in the land.

Jagdeep S. Chhokar is a former Professor, Dean, and Director in-charge of the Indian Institute
of Management, Ahmedabad. Views are personal

The Transgender Persons Bill will do more damage than good if passed without revision
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A SOLUTION IN SEARCH OF A PROBLEM
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Judiciary in India: its Structure, Organisation & Functioning,

Judges of SC & High Courts, Judgements and related Issues

Last week, in its report, ‘Strategy for New India@75’, the NITI Aayog mooted the creation of an
All India Judicial Service (AIJS) for making appointments to the lower judiciary through an all
India judicial services examination conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
in order to maintain “high standards” in the judiciary.

Similar proposals were made by the Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on three different
occasions this year as a solution to the problems of vacancies in the lower judiciary and a lack of
representation in the judiciary from marginalised communities. This last argument appears to
have caught the attention of Dalit leaders such as Ram Vilas Paswan, a Minister in the Central
government, who voiced support for the AIJS following the Supreme Court’s controversial
judgment, earlier this year, that diluted the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989.

In our opinion, the AIJS is not a solution to these problems and the government would be well
advised to reconsider its stance. So, how serious is the problem of vacancies, and is
centralisation the solution?

The argument that the creation of the AIJS and a centralised recruitment process will help the
lower judicial services is based on the assumption that the current federal structure, that vests
the recruitment and appointment for the lower judiciary in the hands of State Governors, High
Courts and State Public Service Commissions, is broken and inefficient. On facts, however, this
assumption does not hold up.

9% growth by 2022 must to generate jobs: NITI Aayog

Going by the latest figures published by the Supreme Court in its publication Court News
(December 2017 and the last available figures), many States are doing a very efficient job when
it comes to recruiting lower court judges. In Maharashtra, of the 2,280 sanctioned posts, only 64
were vacant. In West Bengal, of the 1,013 sanctioned posts, only 80 were vacant. Those are
perfectly acceptable numbers.

However, there are States such as Uttar Pradesh where the situation is shocking. Of the 3,204
sanctioned posts, 1,348 are vacant, i.e. 42% vacancies. These numbers show that the problem
of vacancies is not uniform across different States. The solution is to pressure poorly performing
States into performing more efficiently.

Further, the argument that the centralisation of recruitment processes through the UPSC
automatically leads to a more efficient recruitment process is flawed and not a guarantee of a
solution. For example, the Indian Administrative Service — its recruitments are through the
UPSC — reportedly has a vacancy rate of 22%, while the Indian Army’s officer cadre, also under
a centralised recruitment mechanism, is short of nearly 7,298 officers.

Will the creation of an AIJS lead to more representation from marginalised communities and
women? The second argument in support of the AIJS is that its creation, along with provisions of
reservations for the marginalised communities and women, will lead to a better represented
lower judiciary. Dalit and tribal politicians are supporting the AIJS on these grounds. The fact is
that several States already provide for reservations in their lower judicial service.
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For example, at least 12 States, which include Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Kerala, provide for caste-based reservation in the direct recruitment examination
for district judges from the bar. In addition, U.P., Karnataka, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh provide
women with special reservations. Karnataka also recognises two additional categories of
reservation within caste-based reservation — for those from a rural background and those from
Kannada medium backgrounds. Karnataka is an example of how States are best suited to
assess the level of intersectional disadvantage of various communities residing in the State.

Unlike States, the Centre almost never provides reservation for women in the all India services.
On the issue of caste, an AIJS may provide for SC/ST reservation along with reservation for the
Other Backward Classes (OBC) but it should be noted that a recent Supreme Court ruling has
held that SC/STs can avail the benefit of reservation in State government jobs only in their home
States and not when they have migrated. The same principle is usually followed even for OBC
reservations. Thus, instituting an AIJS would mean that nationally dominant SC, ST and OBC
groups would be at an advantage as they can compete for posts across the country, which they
would otherwise be disqualified from because of the domicile requirement. Thus an AIJS will
have consequences for State-level politics.

As originally enacted, Articles 233 and 234 of the Constitution vested all powers of recruitment
and appointment with the State Public Service Commission and High Courts. During the
Emergency, Parliament amended Article 312 of the Constitution to allow for the Rajya Sabha to
pass a resolution, by two-thirds majority, in order to kick-start the process of creating an all India
judicial service for the posts of district judge. Once the resolution is passed, Parliament can
amend Articles 233 and 234 through a simple law (passed by a simple majority), which law will
strip States of their appointment powers. This is unlike a constitutional amendment under Article
368 that would have required ratification by State legislatures. In other words, if Parliament
decides to go ahead with the creation of the AIJS, State legislatures can do nothing to stop the
process.

Prashant Reddy T. and Diksha Sanyal work on judicial reforms at the Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy, New Delhi
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-12-25

EC MAKES FRESH PUSH FOR ELECTION REFORMS
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Elections, Election Commission and the Electoral Reforms in

India Incl. Political Parties

The Election Commission is set to make a fresh push for electoral reforms with the government,
including making filing of false declaration a ground for disqualification and putting a cap on
expenditure by candidates in Legislative Council polls.

Highly placed sources in the commission said its officials would raise the subject of making
bribery during the election period a cognisable offence at the meeting planned with Legislative
Secretary G. Narayana Raju after the winter session of Parliament ends on January 8.

While the Law Ministry is the administrative Ministry for the EC, the Legislative Department is
the nodal unit for issues related to the panel.

The sources said the Commission would ask the Ministry to take a call on its demand to extend
constitutional protection to the two Election Commissioners on the lines of the provision given to
the Chief Election Commissioner.

A Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only through impeachment by
Parliament. The President can remove the Election Commissioners based on the
recommendation of the CEC.

Referring to the issue of false declarations, the sources said that, as of now, the penalty was a
jail term of six months. But the EC wants to make it into an “electoral offence”.

Conviction in an electoral offence is a ground for disqualification. “Jail term of six months does
not instil fear. Disqualification would,” another official said.

As of now, candidates contesting the Legislative Council elections do not have a bar on
expenses.
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ON A SHAKY FOUNDATION: ON COUNTRY'S RIGHT TO
PRIVACY AND IT ACT
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution - Features & Significant Provisions related

to Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties

The Union Home Secretary, last week, promulgated an order authorising 10 Central agencies to
monitor, intercept and decrypt information which is transmitted, generated, stored in or received
by any computer. Under the order, an individual who fails to assist these government agencies
with technical assistance or extend all facilities can face up to seven years of imprisonment or
be liable to be fined.

The notification was reportedly issued in pursuance of powers stipulated in Section 69 of the
Information Technology Act, 2000, which enables government agencies to intercept personal
information of citizens under certain conditions. The Ministry, in response to flak from the
Opposition, has issued a clarification that the authorisation is in conformity with the process
stipulated in the IT Rules, 2009.

The clarification assumes the legitimacy of Section 69 of the IT Act, the basis on which the IT
Rules were framed. The IT Rules in turn form the source of power behind the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) notification. On the basis of this assumption, the clarification justifies the
notification without examining the validity of its source. All that the MHA clarifies is that since the
notification conforms with the IT Rules, there is no reason for eyebrows to be raised. This,
argument, however, is fallacious since it fails to take a step back and peruse Section 69 of the IT
Act, which after K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India — ‘the right to privacy case’, in 2017 —
seems to fail the litmus test of constitutionality. Let us explain how.

The lowdown on the right to privacy

Why is Section 69 unconstitutional after K.S. Puttaswamy? The nine-judge bench in K.S.
Puttaswamy declared that there is a fundamental right to privacy flowing from inter alia Articles
19 and 21 of the Constitution. In order for a restriction such as Section 69 allowing for
interception of personal data on a computer to be constitutionally valid, it would not only have to
pursue a legitimate state aim (say, for instance, national security) but also be proportionate, so
that there is a rational nexus between the means adopted (i.e., authorisation of interception) and
the aim.

Section 69 of the IT Act is so broadly worded that it could enable mass surveillance to achieve
relatively far less serious aims such as preventing the incitement of the commission of a
cognisable offence. Such surveillance could be justified to achieve relatively far less serious
objectives such as a Facebook post expressing dissent against government policy which, in the
state’s opinion, is offensive. The state, through the powers under Section 69, can therefore
justify authorising surveillance, purporting this to be a grave concern. The language of Section
69, therefore, speaks abundantly of doublespeak, allowing for disproportionate state action,
antithetical to the right to privacy.

Under Section 69, the government can intercept personal information under any of the following
conditions: when it is necessary in the interest of Indian sovereignty or integrity; security of the
state; friendly relations with foreign states; public order; and for preventing incitement to the
commission of any cognisable offence related to these. While the first four feature in Article
19(2) of the Constitution, the last, namely preventing incitement to commission of cognisable
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offences, is not an enumerated restriction. A restriction in the form of authorised surveillance
would not be justified unless it is in order to maintain public order, a reasonable restriction under
Article 19(2).

The case against surveillance

The Supreme Court has repeatedly accepted a hierarchisation between “public order” and law
and order; it explains this through concentric circles where law and order represents the larger
circle within which the next circle, public order, lies, which in turn contains the smallest circle
representing the security of the state — the most grave concern. While public order is
characterised by public peace and tranquillity, law and order requires preventing the incitement
of an offence.

However, Section 69, as mentioned earlier, allows mass surveillance even when only law and
order is affected while public order prevails: merely for precluding the incitement of the
commission of an offence.

Such a broadly worded provision can have potential ramifications on free speech. This is
because a constant sense of being watched can create a chilling effect on online
communication, crippling dissent. As far back as 1962, Justice K. Subba Rao had explained in
his powerful dissent how a “shroud of surveillance” maims individual freedom by engendering
inhibitions that an individual cannot act as freely as he would want to. Surveillance does not
show direct discernible harms as such but rather imposes an oppressive psychological
conformism that threatens the very existence of individual freedom. The Supreme Court
reiterated this view in K.S. Puttaswamy.

Centre wants fake news traced

Section 69, therefore, cannot be regarded as a reasonable restriction on free speech as well.
Therefore, a simple law and order requirement is an impermissible restriction to free speech
unless public order, a much higher threshold, is threatened.

Section 69 also falls short of meeting with the principles of natural justice by failing to
accommodate pre-decisional hearings. The Section only makes post-decisional hearings before
a review committee possible as a part of its procedure, compelling people to give up their
personal information without being given an opportunity to be heard.

To conclude, the MHA notification rests on shaky foundations. While the Supreme Court missed
the opportunity to examine the constitutionality of Section 69 of the IT Act, looking at the IT
Rules to legitimise the notification seems to put the cart before the horse.

Siddharth Sonkar and Sayan Bhattacharya are students of the National University of Juridical
Sciences and the Nalsar University of Law, respectively

The inclusion of forest rights in its campaign helped the Congress in Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh
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ARE INDIA’S LAWS ON SURVEILLANCE A THREAT TO
PRIVACY?
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution - Features & Significant Provisions related

to Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties

 

 

India might soon become a police state with bureaucrats having access to personal information

Last year, the Supreme Court ruled in a landmark judgment that privacy is a fundamental right.
There were celebrations across the nation after this judgment. Sadly, however, the same court
completely changed its character a year later in the Aadhaar judgment. It upheld Aadhaar-PAN
linkage and allowed the unique number to be used for government schemes and subsidies.
Thus, the segment of the population that neither pays tax nor avails of any government subsidy
is now left out. After this judgment, the wheels of governance seem to be rolling in a different
direction. Apart from passing small but insidious executive orders on a regular basis, both the
Central and State governments have now started taking steps to curtail the liberties of citizens.

The best example of this came to light recently. This month, the Ministry of Home Affairs issued
an order granting authority to 10 Central agencies, including the Delhi Commissioner of Police,
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), and the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, to pry on
individual computers and their receipts and transmissions “under powers conferred on it by sub-
section 1 of Section 69 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000), read with Rule 4 of
the Information Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and
Decryption of Information) Rules, 2009”. It has authorised these “security and intelligence
agencies” to intercept, monitor and decrypt any “information generated, transmitted, received or
stored in any computer resource”. This is seen as an extreme measure to deny people their right
to privacy — more so because agencies such as the Delhi Police, the CBI, and the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence cannot be strictly termed as organisations concerned with homeland
security. Internal security is the main excuse being given for issuing such a directive. Given that
the Lok Sabha election is to take place next year, the executive order seems to hint at a different
game being played.

The sole fascination of this government seems to be collection of data. With an unquenchable
thirst for information, the government at the Centre and most governments in the States have
set out on a surveillance race. This will be the fastest process to turn India into a police state.
While politicians change every five years, the country’s governance system is being left at the
mercy of bureaucrats. It is this class of people which is pushing the ‘police state’ agenda. This
especially becomes easy when the democratically elected leader starts suspecting every other
elected member as well as citizens. Taking advantage of this mindset of paranoia and isolation,
underlined with the greed for power, the bureaucrat seems the most trustworthy and harmless. It
is obvious that he will not aspire for the ultimate throne that these apex politicians desire. This
makes him a non-adversary.

The MHA order that empowers these 10 agencies to do whatever they want makes it clear that
panic has set in. This fear is a threat to democracy at large. With this kind of cloak-and-dagger
surveillance being encouraged by the system, India might soon end up as a police state with
bureaucrats at the lowest level having access to personal information of virtually every citizen.
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Tathagata Satpathy is a Biju Janata Dal MP

 

 

In exceptional circumstances, the right to privacy can be superseded to protect national interest

The Constitution of India guarantees every citizen the right to life and personal liberty under
Article 21. The Supreme Court, in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), ruled that
privacy is a fundamental right. But this right is not unbridled or absolute. The Central
government, under Section 69 of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, has the power to
impose reasonable restrictions on this right and intercept, decrypt or monitor Internet traffic or
electronic data whenever there is a threat to national security, national integrity, security of the
state, and friendly relations with other countries, or in the interest of public order and decency, or
to prevent incitement to commission of an offence.

Only in such exceptional circumstances, however, can an individual’s right to privacy be
superseded to protect national interest. The Central government passed the IT (Procedure and
Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and Decryption of Information) Rules, 2009, that allow
the Secretary in the Home Ministry/Home Departments to authorise agencies to intercept,
decrypt or monitor Internet traffic or electronic data. In emergency situations, such approval can
be given by a person not below the Joint Secretary in the Indian government. In today’s times,
when fake news and illegal activities such as cyber terrorism on the dark web are on the rise,
the importance of reserving such powers to conduct surveillance cannot be undermined.

There should be some reasonable basis or some tangible evidence to initiate or seek approval
for interception by State authorities. This is the position in the U.S. Any action without such
evidence or basis would be struck down by courts as arbitrary, or invasive of one’s right to
privacy. Therefore, the framework of the prescribed procedure needs to be adhered to, and its
implementation needs conformance, both in letter and spirit. Any digression from the ethical and
legal parameters set by law would be tantamount to a deliberate invasion of citizens’ privacy and
make India a surveillance state.

The government needs to increase accountability and responsibility, and infuse reasonable
checks and balances in exercising these surveillance powers. The recent order passed by the
Central government is within the ambit of its powers under Section 69 of the IT Act. However,
present implementation of the Intermediary Rules of 2011 will have to be tested on the grounds
of reasonableness, fairness, proportionality and judicious exercise of powers.

Another important aspect is that an individual may not even know if her electronic
communications are being intercepted/monitored. If such surveillance comes within her
knowledge, due to the obligation to maintain confidentiality and provisions in the Official Secrets
Act, she would not be able to know the reasons for such surveillance. This can make
surveillance provisions prone to misuse.

Therefore, the role of the review committee is quite significant: The committee will aid in
checking any arbitrariness in the exercise of these powers. Only 10 agencies have been
declared as authorised agencies to confer certainty in this regard.

In People’s Union for Civil Liberties v. Union of India (1996), the Supreme Court had set rules for
the judicious exercise of surveillance and interception in phone tapping cases. The same
fundamental principles should hold good in cyberspace too.
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Karnika Seth is a cyberlaw expert and advocate in the Supreme Court of India

 

 

We need to move towards a new legal framework for surveillance

Over the past decade, we have been witness to many legal, juridical and executive interventions
that comprise the highly contentious terrain of surveillance in digital times — from the
amendment to Section 69 of the IT Act in 2008 that expanded the government’s powers of
interception, to the recent Supreme Court order directing the Central government to frame
guidelines for social media intermediaries to address sexually abusive content.

The Centre’s most recent proposal to amend the Intermediary Rules, 2011, has been justified as
necessary to trace the “originator” of “unlawful” information, in the wake of a fake news
epidemic. The Government of India has claimed that social media has brought new challenges
for law enforcement agencies, including inducement for recruitment of terrorists, circulation of
obscene content, spread of disharmony, and incitement to violence.

The regime’s moral panic is not all unfounded. It is partly explained by the fact that
communication arenas in the digital age are mostly controlled by transnational corporations.
Over the last few months, there have been several cases where the police have expressed their
inability to trace offenders because intermediaries have refused to cooperate.

Trends in surveillance point to an obvious tension that the scale of communication activity and
its private architecture represent for state agencies. To bring justice to victims of online gender-
based violence, the police must obviously do what may be necessary to marshal evidence and
trace the offender. However, as critics have held, the overly broad contours of the proposed
amendment to the Intermediary Rules confer unchecked powers on the executive, reminiscent
of the arbitrariness that led to the famous Shreya Singhal case (2015). In the absence of judicial
or legislative oversight, such powers result not only in a disproportionate restriction on individual
fundamental right to privacy, but also have far-reaching consequences for other freedoms — a
chilling effect on the freedom of speech and association and democratic participation. Also,
cybersecurity experts caution that it’s not possible to create a “back door” decryption to target
one individual, and that tampering with encryption can compromise security for all.

Hence, the digital environment requires a rethink on the rule of law, the very basis upon which
the logical connection between constitutional principles, legal norms and procedural rules is tied
together. We need not debate the whether or why of surveillance, but the how, when, and what
kind of surveillance, moving towards a new legal framework for surveillance.

All measures within such a framework must pass the test of proportionality specified by the right
to privacy judgment. They must also account for how digital technologies are implicated in the
problems of opacity, arbitrariness and impunity that characterise the rules and current practices
of surveillance. Intermediaries must be mandated to locate servers in India. The oversight of
algorithms, employed by state agencies and corporations, is an important aspect. Rules for
digital evidence collection must be specific to technological applications. The U.S. Supreme
Court has held that law enforcement officials can make requests for such information only after
obtaining a warrant, which requires them to demonstrate probable cause.

The Centre’s attempt to tinker with the Intermediary Rules seems to suggest a cart-before-horse
approach, with little thinking on how its social and technological fallouts will impede the rights
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that make a robust democracy.

Anita Gurumurthy is with IT for Change, an NGO that works at the intersection of technology and
society

 

Section 69 of the IT Act allows for disproportionate state action, and is antithetical to the right to
privacy
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SNOOPING OR SAVING? ON PROPOSED ONLINE
SURVEILLANCE
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution - Features & Significant Provisions related

to Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties

Laws seeking to regulate online activity, especially on social media, will have to be tested
against two fundamental rights: free speech and privacy. Regulations that abridge these rights
tend to operate in both positive and negative ways. For instance, statutory norms relating to data
protection are seen as essential to protect citizens from any breach of their informational
privacy; but attempts to regulate online content are seen with suspicion. The latter category
evokes doubt whether they violate their freedom of expression (as enforcement of such rules
may involve blocking websites, disabling accounts, removing content and intercepting
communication), and amount to surveillance that breaches privacy. Two official documents, one
of them a draft proposal, that seek to introduce changes in the way rules for interception and
monitoring of computer-based information are applied have caused a furore. The first was an
order authorising 10 agencies under the Centre to implement Section 69(1) of the Information
Technology Act, as amended in 2008, which allows interception, monitoring and decryption of
information transmitted through or stored in a computer resource. The other is a draft proposing
changes to the rules framed in 2011 for “intermediaries” such as Internet and network service
providers and cyber-cafes. While the order listing 10 agencies does not introduce any new rule
for surveillance, the latter envisages new obligations on service providers.

Are India’s laws on surveillance a threat to privacy?

A critical change envisaged is that intermediaries should help identify the ‘originator’ of offending
content. Many were alarmed by the possibility for surveillance and monitoring of personal
computers that this rule throws up. The government has sought feedback from social media and
technology companies, but it appears that even services that bank on end-to-end encryption
may be asked to open up a backdoor to identify ‘originators’ of offending material. There is
justified concern that attempts are on to expand the scope for surveillance at a time when the
government must be looking at ways to implement the Supreme Court’s landmark decision
holding that privacy is a fundamental right. Some of these rules, originally framed in 2009, may
have to be tested against the privacy case judgment, now that the right has been clearly
recognised. It is indeed true that the court has favoured stringent rules to curb online content
that promotes child pornography or paedophilia, foments sectarian violence or activates lynch-
mobs. While the exercise to regulate online content is necessary, it is important that while
framing such rules, a balance is struck between legitimate public interest and individual rights.
And it will be salutary if judicial approval is made an essential feature of all interception and
monitoring decisions.

The Congress must strengthen its democratic processes while choosing CMs
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TRANSGENDER BILL: A LAW THAT DEFEATS ITS
PURPOSE
Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Indian Constitution – Amendments, Schedules, and Important

Articles

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018, passed by the Lok Sabha recently,
has caused great alarm. Transgender and intersex activists have protested on the streets,
campaigned with parliamentarians and spoken out against the Bill. Is it not an irony that all of
this is being done to ensure that the law is not passed? Why is there such a strong resistance to
this Bill? Here are the main concerns.

In the landmark NALSA v. Union of India judgment, the Supreme Court laid down that
transgender and intersex persons have the constitutional right to self-identify their gender as
male, female or transgender even without medical intervention. The court held: “Each person’s
self-defined sexual orientation and gender identity is integral to their personality and is one of
the most basic aspects of self-determination, dignity and freedom and no one shall be forced to
undergo medical procedures, including SRS, sterilization or hormonal therapy, as a requirement
for legal recognition of their gender identity”. Hence, medical procedures should not be required
as a pre-condition for any identity documents for transgender and intersex persons, nor should
there be any requirement of a mental health assessment. Requiring a person to submit proof of
medical treatment or mental health assessment of their gender identity violates one’s right to
dignity, the right to be free from unwanted medical treatment and the right to be free from
discrimination.

The 2018 Bill in Section 6 establishes a District Screening Committee for the purpose of
recognition of transgender persons. This Screening Committee includes a chief medical officer
and a psychologist/psychiatrist, which goes to show that medical and psychological tests would
be required for grant of change of gender identity. There is no provision in the Bill that gender
change would be permitted without medical or psychological treatment.

Rights, revised: on the Transgender Persons Bill, 2018

The Bill also does not allow for recognition of gender identity as male or female. It only allows for
an identity certificate as ‘transgender’. This goes against the decision of the Supreme Court,
which recognised the right to self-identify oneself as male, female or transgender and would also
be forcing intersex persons to get a gender identity as “transgender”.

The U.K.’s Gender Recognition Act 2004 was the first law in the world allowing people to change
gender without surgery. Since then other countries, including Argentina, Ireland and Denmark,
have passed laws that allow people to ‘self-declare’ their gender, rather than seek approval from
a panel of medical experts.

Hence the District Screening Committee needs to be removed from the 2018 Bill. The Bill needs
to state explicitly that no medical or mental health examination will be required and applicants
will simply need to submit an affidavit attesting the request for a change of gender identity.

Debates on the Bill have always included the demand for reservations for transgender and
intersex persons in educational institutions and in public employment as they are seen to be
crucial for their social inclusion. This was not only mandated by the Supreme Court in NALSA,
the Rights of Transgender Persons Bill 2014 too provided for 2% reservation.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Surprisingly the 2018 Bill does not provide for any reservation. It provides in Sections 10 and 14
that there would be no discrimination in education and employment, but these rights are
meaningless if transgender persons are not able to get access in the first place. Equality would
demand that in order for the trans and intersex community to get access to their basic social
rights, there should be horizontal reservation in education and employment provided to them.
When the new Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016 was passed, it included reservations
of 5% and 4% in education and government jobs, respectively. It is surprising therefore that the
2018 Bill has no mention of similar provisions.

The Bill in Section 19 makes it a criminal offence for anyone to compel a transgender person
into begging. This has serious implications. A large number of people from the trans and
intersex community are engaged in begging and sex work due to discrimination and not having
any other opportunities. This provision would lead to members of the trans community being
criminalised. When the criminalising of begging itself has been held to be unconstitutional by the
Delhi High Court, there is no place for this offence in the 2018 Bill. For too long, gender
minorities have been criminalised for being out in the streets and in public, and having this
offence in the Bill will lead to further criminalising of transgender lives.

In all these ways the 2018 Bill is seriously flawed. It does not have a whole gamut of positive
rights such as the rights of trans and intersex persons to inheritance of property, rights within the
family such as adoption and to be free from domestic violence, rights of political participation
such as the right to vote and hold public office, and the right to health to include free sex
reassignment treatments. It also does not make sexual violence against transgender and
intersex persons a criminal offence. The current law on rape is gender specific and transgender
persons have no recourse under criminal law for sexual assault.

The Bill is an opportunity to ensure that the constitutional rights of transgender and intersex
persons are realised. Let us not lose this opportunity by passing such a flawed legislation.

Jayna Kothari is a senior advocate of the Karnataka High Court

Section 69 of the IT Act allows for disproportionate state action, and is antithetical to the right to
privacy
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR ELECTED
WOMEN REPRESENTATIVES (EWRS) OF PANCHAYATI
RAJ INSTITUTIONS

Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Devolution of Powers & Finances upto Local Levels and
Challenges therein - Panchayats & Municipalities

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Capacity Building Programme for Elected Women
Representatives (EWRs) of Panchayati Raj Institutions

Posted On: 28 DEC 2018 4:29PM by PIB Delhi

 The Government of India has initiated the Capacity Building Programme for Elected Women
Representatives (EWRs) of Panchayati Raj Institutions with an objective of empowering them by
developing leadership capacities so that they serve as catalysts for social change and function
as peer facilitators in the field, become vocal for their rights and participate effectively in the
governance processes.

State Governments have been actively involved in imparting these trainings.  Mainly, State
Institute of Rural Developments (SIRDs) and State Resource Centres (SRCs) are actively
collaborating with Ministry of Women and Child Development in conducting training programmes
across the States. Convergence with various Departments at the district level is being sought
while organizing the training programme. This involves collaborating with institutions of the
Departments of Panchayati Raj, Agriculture, Women & Child Development, Rural Development,
etc.  In Phase-I of the programme (2017-18), a total 18,578 EWRs in 14 States were trained.  In
Phase-II, 18 States have been included for capacity building programmes for EWRs. 

Details of States/UTs, No. of Districts, No. of Elected Women Representatives to be
trained in Phase-II

 

Sl. No.
 

States/UTs No. of Districts No. of EWRs to be trained

1 Uttar Pradesh 75 3375

2 Karnataka 30 1350

3 Gujarat 33 1485

4 Chhattisgarh 27 1215

5 Himachal Pradesh 12 540

6 Punjab 22 990

7 Goa 2 90

8 Sikkim 4 180

9 Lakshadweep 1 45

10 Assam 33 1485
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11 Manipur 16 720

12 Tripura 8 360

13 Daman & Diu 2 90

14 Andaman &Nicobar 3 135

15 Nagaland 11 495

16 Maharashtra 3 180

17 Madhya Pradesh 51 2295

18 Rajasthan 1 45

  Total 334 15030

 

 

The Capacity Building Programme undertaken by Ministry of Women and Child Development is
a significant endeavour in creating a forum for EWRs to understand their roles and
responsibilities in a more prolific manner. Although it is the first step towards harnessing the full
potential of EWRs, but this is envisioned as a continuous process in order to instill confidence,
courage, conviction, motivation and above all providing hand-holding support to EWRs for
mainstreaming them in the governance process.

This was stated by Minister of State for Women and Child Development Ministry, Dr
VirendraKumar  in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

NB
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YEAR END REVIEW 2018: MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (MOPA)

Relevant for: Indian Polity & Constitution | Topic: Executive: Structure, Organisation & Functioning ; Ministries
and Departments of the Government

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs

Year End Review 2018: Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
(MoPA)

171 Bills enacted in 16th Lok Sabha, 30 during January-
November, 2018

Amendments to the Salaries, Allowances and Pension of
Members of Parliament carried out through Finance Act
2018

e-office implemented in the Ministry to increase
productivity and better record keeping

MoPA implementing National e-Vidhan Application in
mission mode to make functioning of Legislatures across
the country paperless

Posted On: 28 DEC 2018 10:21AM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairsis one of the key Ministries of the Union Government. The
task of efficiently handling diverse and enormous parliamentary work on behalf of the
Government in the Parliament has been assigned to the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. As
such, the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs serves as an important link between the two Houses
of Parliament and the Government in respect of Government Business in Parliament. The given
details below depict the achievements of the Ministry since May 2014, with special emphasis on
achievements of the year 2018.

 

Legislative Business

 

Bills Pending before 16th LS in Rajya Sabha -120

Bills Pending before 16th in Lok Sabha – 00
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Legislative Business of Parliament in 16th
Lok Sabha

Rajya Sabha Lok Sabha Total

Bills introduced 07 204 211

Bills Passed 189 145 334

Bills enacted 171

 

Legislative Business of Parliament from
1stJanuary, 2018 to 30th November, 2018.

Rajya Sabha Lok Sabha Total

Bills introduced 01 30 31

Bills Passed 17 30 47

Bills enacted 30

 

 

Special Mention/ Rule 377 in 16th Lok Sabha Total Reply Pending

Special Mention 373 78 295

Rule 377 2283 721 1562

 

Special Mention / Rule 377 from 1stJanuary,
2018 to 30th November, 2018.

Total Reply Pending

Special Mention 111 11 100

Rule 377 694 163 531

 

Meeting with Leaders of various Political Parties

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs holds meetings with the Leaders of various political parties
/groups in Parliament prior to each Session to discuss matters of mutual interest.  During the
period (May, 2014 to 31st December, 2017), 13 such meetings were held. From 1stJanuary,
2018 to December, 2018, 3 such meetings were held.

Goodwill Delegations

The Parliamentarians of a country play a significant role in determining the policy of the country
and strengthening of relations with other countries.  More particularly, it is indeed useful  and
necessary for a democratic and developing country like India to select some Members of
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Parliament and distinguished personalities and utilize their services in projecting our policies,
programmes and achievements in different fields with their counterparts and other opinion
makers in other countries and secure their support in favour of India. 

With these objectives in view, the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs sponsors Goodwill Delegation
of Members of Parliament to other countries and receives similar Government sponsored
delegations of parliamentarians under the exchange programme from other countries through
the Ministry of External Affairs.

From May, 2014 to 31st December, 2017, 5 Goodwill Delegations led by Union Minister/Minister
of Statefor Parliamentary Affairs, comprising of Members of Parliament of various political
parties visited various countries. From 1st January, 2018 to December, 2018, 1 Goodwill
Delegation visited various countries.

All India Whips Conference

The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs organizes All India Whips conference to establish suitable
links among the Whips of various political parties at the centre and the states, to discuss matters
of common interest and to strengthen the institution of Parliamentary democracy. The following
Conferences have been held by this Ministry since May,2014.

 
Sixteenth

 
13-14 October,2014

 
Goa

Seventeenth 29-30 Sept. ,2015 Visakhapatnam

Eighteenth 08-09th  January, 2018 Udaipur

 

Amendments to various Acts

 

Amendments to the Salary, Allowances of Officers of Parliament Act, 1953 has been carried out
through the The Finance Act, 2018, according to which the salary of the Hon'ble Chairman,
Rajya Sabha has been increased from Rs. 1.25 lacs to Rs. 4 lacs.

Amendments to the Salaries, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954 have
been carried out through the The Finance Act, 2018, according to which the salary of Members
of Parliament has been increased from Rs.50,000/- per month to Rs.100,000/- per month.  The
Pension of Ex-MPs has been raised from Rs.20,000/- per month to Rs.25,000/- per month and
additional pension of  Rs.15,00/- per  month  has also been increased to Rs.2,000/- per  month
for every year served in excess of five years.

Union Cabinet, in its meeting held on 28.2.2018, has approved the proposal of this Ministry to
amend (i) The Housing and Telephone Facilities (Members of Parliament) Rules, 1956 (ii) The
Members of Parliament (Constituency Allowance) Rules, 1986 (iii) The Members of Parliament
(Office Expense Allowance) Rules, 1988.

Gazette Notifications giving effect to the above amendments in the relevant Acts have been
issued by Ministry of Law and Justice vide 29thMarch, 2018. The relevant Rules under the Act
incorporating the changes as mentioned in para 4 above have been notified by the respective
Secretariat of Parliament vide Gazette Notifications dated 28thMarch, 2018.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Implementation of e-Office in the Ministry

The Ministry has implemented e-office to increase productivity and better record keeping. This
online method of file submission and movement, leave management, receipt management etc.
and has enabled speedy disposal of files. Now the Ministry is on complete automation through
e-office and for this Ministry has been awarded a certificate of Appreciation from Minister of
State for Personnel, P.G. and Pensions.Manual of Parliamentary Procedure in the Government
of India has been updated in May, 2018.

National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA)

NeVA - a Member- centric application, addresses issues of day-to-day functioning of the House.
Moreover, all the 40 Houses are at one App making it truly a National App thereby proving the
concept of “One Nation One Application”. NeVA is a work-flow based App deployed in Cloud
(Meghraj) for managing the functioning of the House including preparation of List of Business,
Q&A, Reports and other related documents. Mobile App is the core strength of NeVA
Application.

NeVAwill be used by the Legislatures as well as all the Government Departments at both Centre
and State Level to make a sea level change in the working of Houses as it would make the
Members handle their legislative responsibilities smartly by putting entire information they need
in their pocket.

Various States have adopted the NeVA a project for digital legislature and have started working
on it.  With the sole objective of knowledge transfer for the sake of capacity building of the
officials  of the Legislatures, CPMU, NeVA have started in house training/workshop in
association with the concerned Assembly /Council/State NIC. Following workshops were held in
various legislatures:

Punjab Legislative Assembly on 16-17 October, 2018 in Chandigarh

Telangana Legislatures on 23-24 October in Hyderabad

Sikkim Legislative Assembly on 2-3 November, 2018 in Gangtok

Karnatka Legislatures on 2-3 November 2018 in Bengaluru

Bihar legislature on 5-6 November 2018 in Patna

Manipur Legislature Assembly on 19-20 November, 2018 in Imphal

Nagaland Legislative Assembly on 19-20 November, 2018 in Kohima

Gujarat Legislature Assembly on 26-27 November 2018 in Gandhinagar

Arunachal Pradesh Assembly on 26-27 November 2018 in ltanagar.

Culling, Monitoring and Laying of Assurances

Assurance (Rajya Sabha)
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1 Total Implementation Reports received 378

2 Letter received 786

3 Debates received 54

4 Assurances culled out 389

5
Implementation Reports laid on Table of the House
(January to November 2018)

375

6 Disposed off 1607

 

Assurance (Lok Sabha)

 

1 Total Implementation Reports received 944

2 Letter received 1150

3 Debates received 54

4 Assurances culled out 553

5
Implementation Reports laid on Table of the House
(January to November 2018)

552

6 Disposed off 1333

 

Initiatives

The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs conducted training programme for the nodal officers of all
Ministries/Departments on 24.4.2018 & 1.5.2018 regarding monitoring to launch the online
assurance monitoring system (OAMS).

Youth Parliament Competitions

The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs runs following four Schemes of Youth Parliament
Competition:-

Youth Parliament Competition for Delhi Schools

National Youth Parliament Competition for KendriyaVidyalayas

National Youth Parliament Competition for JawaharNavodayaVidyalayas

National Youth Parliament Competition for Universities / Colleges 

Achievements regarding the Schemes in the last 12 months : -

 

S l Scheme Achievement
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1.
Youth Parliament
Competition for
Delhi Schools

The 52nd edition of the Competition was organized
successfully. A Prize Distribution Ceremony was held on
October 23, 2018 in GMC Balayogi Auditorium, PLB, New
Delhi to distribute prizes to the prizewinners of the
Competition.  Orientation Course for the 53rd edition of the
Competition were organized in May, 2018.

2.

National Youth
P a r l i a m e n t
Competition for
KendriyaVidyalay
as
 

The 31st edition of the Competition was organized
successfully. A Prize Distribution Ceremony was held on
September 12, 2018 in GMC Balayogi Auditorium, PLB,
New Delhi to distribute prizes to the prizewinners of the
Competition. Orientation Course for the 32nd edition was
organized in April, 2018. Regional level Evaluations were
completed in  the months of July – August, 2018. Zonal
Level Evaluations were held in October – November, 2018 

3.

National Youth
P a r l i a m e n t
Competition for
JawaharNavoday
aVidyalayas

The 21st  edition of the Competition was organized
successfully. A Prize Distribution Ceremony was held on
September 7, 2018 in GMC Balayogi Auditorium, PLB, New
Delhi to distribute prizes to the prizewinners of the
Competition. The evaluations of the 32nd edition of the
Competition were completed in  December, 2018.

4.

National Youth
P a r l i a m e n t
Competition for
U n i v e r s i t i e s  /
Colleges 

The 14 th edition of the Competition was organized
successfully. A Prize Distribution Ceremony was held on
September 20, 2018 in GMC Balayogi Auditorium, PLB,
New Delhi to distribute prizes to the prizewinners of the
Competit ion. The Group level evaluations for the
Competition were held in September – November, 2018.

 

Apart from the above Schemes, the Ministry also provided financial assistance to Various
States/UTs for organizing Youth Parliament Competitions in their respective territories. In this
regard, the Ministry provided financial assistance to the following States / UTs this year :-

 

Sl. No. Name of State / UT Financial assistance provided

1. Madhya Pradesh Rs 5,00,000/-

2. Haryana Rs 3,00,000/-

 

The Ministry  of   Parliamentary  Affairs also  Coordinated  the  organization  of Exhibition-cum-
Cultural Programme  in  association  with  Central  Public  Sector  Units  (CPSUs), DAVP , 
Song & Drama Division and Delhi Doordarshan at 39 places ( Annexure) across  the  county  on 
the  theme  ‘Naya  Bharat  –  KarkeRahenge’  or  ‘New India  – We Resolve to Make’ to
commemorate the 75 years of Quit India Movement and  forthcoming  75  years  of  
Independence  in  2022 in August – September last year.
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 2014

 

1. 1  15 , 2014        

2.         14 ,2014        (2012-13)      

3.      15 , 2014        (2013-14)      

 

 2015

 

1. 24 , 2015           

2. 1  14 , 2015        

3.         14 ,2015       (2014-15)      

 

 2016

 

1. 30 , 2016            

2. 14  28 , 2016        

3.         14 ,2015       (2015-16)      

 

 2017

 

1.  17.5.2017  6.12.2017           

2. 1  14 , 2017     " "  

3.          24.5.2017           
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 2018

 

1. 14  28 , 2018        

2.        

14 , 2018       (2017-18)      

3.    ,          

 12.2.2018        

4.         13.6.2018          

 

*****

KSP/VM
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